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A SPY AT PARIS. 


BOOK I. 

LET TER I. — Mahmih the Arabian at Paris, to Me- 
hemet, an exiled Eunuch , at Grand Cairo in Egypt. 

W nr r her it be an effed of tby melancholy letter, or 
of my own ugly confutation, I know not, but I am late- 
ly grown very defperate, and refolved upon death ; I am 
tired with whatfoeYer I have yet etfjoyed in this world, 
and I exped no greater fatiafd&ion fhould I live a thou- 
fhnd years. Every plcafure appears but the fame in dif- 
ferent forms ; and they all agree in leaving us afflided 
with the fjifiie or greater pain than tfiey found us in, 
which is a fufficient argument to a man of fpirit, that he 
ought to dfe in purfuit of his own cafe. 

We walk here on .earth in an enchanted circle of Sha- 
dows a/id^nockeries ; our whole h*fe ia full of vanity and 
jhiftake ; every man's fortune is but a repetition of* that 
of Ixion ; we court clouds inftead of divinities, and oyr 
mod charming fruitions confift ks emptinds. 

Vol. Fill. k 
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Indeed all this vifible vtorld is but a* mighty pageant* 
a pompous emblem, a gaudy type of that invifible region 
■which is the mother of fpirits. Oh ! that it were lawful 
for a mortal to rdeafe his foul from its long irkfome exile 
here below, and feud it home to its native country, the 
kingdom of divine ideas i then would I foon launch forth 
into the unknown abyfs : But we muft be refigned, and 
not think much to bear our feveral deitinies, and patient- 
ly wait for the appointed hour of tranfmigration, for it is 
in v dn to think of battening or delaying our fate ; bc- 
fides,. for ought we know, the next ilation may be worfe 
than this ; every thing is full of myfterious darknefs, and 
therefore, pr'ythee Mehemet, let thou and I lay afrde all 
fruitlefs care and fadnefs, be as merry as will confift with 
4 the wifdom of a man, and when thou findeft this black 
diftemper approaching thee, run away from it >7 and fliel- 
tcr tliyfelf in good company ; arm thyfelf with wine and 
mufic againft the fuHen 1 demon of melancholy ; but I 
counfel thee to avoid women, for they will but increafe 
iby malady. 

It is one of that fex has g^ven me this fit of grief, a 
woman that I have loved too miich ; but fhe is ungrate- 
ful, falfe, and cruel ; 4hc takes a Angular delight in cheat- 
ing me with falfe fhowsof love and friendfhip, and tlien 
in undeceiving me .again?- The fame tongue vWiich at 
feme thies wili drop, foft, kind, obliging words, at ano- 
ther feafon (hall utte^ itothing but contempt); defiances, 
and fcorns. • 

Thou wilt wonder that a man of my ag* fhould be 
. concerned with any pafiion.for women. I tell thee, my 
friend, it is impoflible for me . to banifh from heart an 
' affc^iion which has poflefied it for above thefe thirty 
years.. The Pove of that fex is riveted in our nature, 
"and our blood- muft firft grow cold, and be congealed by 
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death, before this Dame can be extingtiilhed * nay, many 
times it is more fervent, though of a fhoi t duration, in 
our lateft hours than in our prime ; as when the oil which 
feeds a lamp is almoft fpent, the ftartled flame begins to 
roufe itfclf and bum afrefli, as if it would fain fubfid a 
little longer, though on the very dregs of its accuftonied 
fuel ; it crackles and flaflies with greater noife and luftre 
than before, but prefently expires ; fo docs this amorous 
fire, when we are neareft 4 o our dilfolution, Ufcgin to trou- 
ble us mod, and makes our foul to blaze with fevers of 
defire and grief, knowing its period is near. 

Mehemet, let thou and I keep our affe&ions for the 
beautiful and conftant daughters of paradife, who will 
never cad an eye on any man befide their own. Doubt* 
lefs this is part of fupreme felicity. 


Paris, .i^th of the ioth Moon, of the Year 1673. 


II . — To the Selictar Aga, or Sword-Bearer to the 
Syftan. 

This has been a terrible campaign to. the Germans and 
their confederates ; for when they*firft took the field in 
the fpring, their forces amounted to fixty thoufand men, 
but ntiw at the breaking up, and going to their winter 
quarters, they could not number above twenty thoufand ; 
fo that tK?y have loft two partsrin, three of their army ; 
whild the French profper and are victorious, takiog«\tieir 
towns an£ cattles, fubddang whole provinces to the . obe- 
dience of this invincible monarch,' and extending his con* 
quefts fy and wide through the French-Comptc, Lnr- 
^kaia, Alface, Brabant, Flanders, Catalonia, and even to 
the ifles of the fen. 

I have formerly given an account to the miniders of 
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the Porte of aU the raoft remarkable a&ions performed 
in ihefe feveral quarter* ; there, remains only - a late fa- 
mous vi&ory gained by the Marcfchal de Turenne, near 
Strafburgh, of which Icanijot .give thee the particulars, 
neither is it very material; but in brief I /hall acquaint 
thee, that through the , connivance of the Elector _ of 
Mentz and the citizens' of Stralburgh, the confederate 
forces, amounting to forty thoufand men, got paflage 
over the Rhine* and *had like t o have furprified the French, 
who were not: above, twenty-gve.tlioufand- ftrongi but the 
vigilance and good ,p£ Monfieur Turenne pre- 

yented'their defign, and tpfhcdthe fortune of war to his 
own fide, .This wife ^general confidering the unequal 
•numbers .of his enemies, did not think it fit to engage his 
whole -army at once with theirs,, left he fhould ,fee op- 
preiTed'with their multitude, being ajitioft doublgiu num- 
ber to his ; but he folfght them by detachments, fettjng 
upon them in their march r;,^nd this fucceeded very for- 
tunately, for he * was inpofieftionof the moil advantageous 
polls and pafics of the cpUnty.<He lined the hedges with 
fome of Ilia men* whafgalled the, e^emiea,aa.t^ey marched 
along the road3 ; heplctnted cth<r& on the dedive qf hills, 
under the: wert pf tlffckeitfe,, which gr^w on. each fideof 
deep ways, , *b tough: thecuemy j. hgfe 

annoyed them forely from their fliady heights, whijft 
fome, attacked them in the front. Thps by gradual fljir- 
milhes he cut of? 'many fhoufands, and ftrewea the roads 
withdead bodies* titt^the*'coTifcderates perceiving how 
they were cmbarr^ffed on ^ft hand?^toc 
of a certain wood, where they retrenene 
flbodin^their owp defence a tig*. $ .but £($ ^rcrufk 
atrJebgth forcedthem .frcun, *hli ; v/hfltei^a&d,. 
afoni*aJJlattJeV : which ptpVed blqpdy t^ .th^ imperialiftfc 
for they^had aJsbvejthree ithdufendT of their men killed 


i^advailjtage 
mfelves, and 
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Upon the ipot, bcfides thofe that were wounded and ta- 
ken prifoners ; they loft alfo ten pieces of their cannon, 

• and the ground was covered With cuirafles, halberts, 
pikes, mufkets, fwords, and aft ’forts of arms, which the 
confederates 'left behind in their precipitate letreat by 
night; foH fo genferal a cotifternation had feized'tlie minds 
of the Soldiery," that all the rhetoric of the officers was 
not fufficient to flop their flight. In this battle the Ma- 
refchal de Turenne had his horfe drilled under him by a 
rmifket-fhot, but he received ^* * hurt “himfelf. 

"He is a fortunate and wife ^ jft&erai, knowing how to 
ferve himfelfi of all oppdftunitiefe arid advantages of time,, 
place, and other circumftances which offer themfelves to 
a man's confideration in time of war \ he never attacks 
an enehiy without being fure of getting the vhftory, or 
at leaft of retiring fecurely and honourably ’from the com- 
bat. The French ufe to fay, w Thkt if the Prince of 
Conde had an alloy of Turenne'a earth In his temper, 
and Turtmic had the Prince of Condo's fire, thcic would 
not be two fuch other genesis in the whole world.” 

Serene aga, nature has difpenfed her gifts in thrilty 
parcels ; every man has his genial excellency ; and it is 
rare to find one whofe faults do ncA counteipoife his per- 
ffe&ions. May Heaven turn tfyc right fcale for thee and 
me. 

^aris,’^d ctf the x ft', Moon, of the Year 




ss&fae 


IIL-^-To Mia m ado Lin, Sajtione of the t*afc*o¥ Sidon . 

N’dV? V«rill 'ihdlflgr feicrcd thoughts, '/andr follow the 
mOttonA^wifdonf will^ifcey the Mpirations of my 
b$tW T gfrtIUs, and'djfcoufft of things not* fit fot vulgar 
car* $ FWill n6t*baft riSydfoIy thing's *to dogs, nor expofe 

*3 
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that 'which is precious to the feet of fwine. Let the 
fmith labour at his anvil, and hammer the metal into 
what form he pleafcs ; h’*s eye is wailed with the perpe- 
tual vapour of the fire ; and as to mtelle&ual things, he 
is ftark blind : So is the carpenter who works in timber, 
and hews away the knobs and roughnefles with his axe ; 
he faws it into planks, and afterwards fmooths it with his 
plane ; ht marks out his work with line and plummet, 
and meafures it with rule and compafs ; he fits one pieefe 
to another, and when all Is poliihed and prepared to his 
mind, he joins them together' in a frarhe, and rejoices in 
the fufcccfs ofhib induftry and (kill. 

Thcfe and all other mechanics bend their mind to their 
work \ thdt is the fcopc of their ambition ; and when 
they have done, they cat and drink the fruit of their la- 
bours ; they ftudy not the fayings of famous nor 
penetrate into the myfteries of dark parables ; they have 
no inclination to leek out the wifdOm of the ancients, or 
"to meditate on the ihftru^ans of fagea ; therefor^dfeh 
fuch as theTe I will or talk of the way of 

perfection ; nor yet with wreftlers, fencers, or foldiers ; 
I have as little hopes to prevail on marinets, lawyers, and 
courtiers, or on jany that are entangled in worldly affairs ; 
but I addrefs myfelf to a good and kndwing mar^ who 
underftands himfelf, and^What his btifinefiT is m this 
world ; whtf comprehends the for C& of the ch^hs wfifcb 
entangle his tool in thi li niort&f life, and is inftrttCfcd In 
the method of difehgagihg himfelf. To. fuch an one I 
fpeak, and hot to others', frho lie^fhofing in their lethar- 
gy* an ^ w ® not he waked, v 

Certainly it is as impoffible that one and the feme rule 
of life fhould ffy the various tempers and conditions of* 
men, as that one and the fame courfc ffrou’d be taken ef- 
"fevftually to difpofe a man to fleep, and violently to keep 
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him aw^ike ; for he that would fleep, out his whole life, 
if any be fo fottifh, it behoves him to procure a conftant 
fupply of things which create deep ; whereas he that dc- 
figns.to be vigilant and a&ive, mull furnifh himfclf^wjtji 
fuch things as chafe away deep, and incline to watchful- 
nefs. , The foi^jjer therefore ought to give himfelf up to 
gluttony, dmnkenncfs, and forfeiting ; he ihould have a 
darkhoudf, a fpft and large bed, aud^foopld ufe all man- 
ner of applipatipna^hat cjaufe dro^hne^> ^ foporiferous 
perfumes, .potions, flee, ; wJ^eyeas t^e^tt^r ought to’ he 
always fober, to drpik n^pdetgt^ly, ai\4 v jffit f den<Jer diet ; 
to have a light houfe,< r a^ffrcne jpr,,a fenfc of pain,, a 
Hr ait and hard bed, Httlf^tted ftprraan’srepofc. , 

But whetlue*; wc mortals any in j^pla$£ whe?e we ought 
perpetually to be uponour >watcK, or whether our whole 
life ougfr JO* night flet^is iknown. onlj to 

.fpeh asthee, who haft ^fc 9 \f«red the X prcftigiou8 niagtc 
of the body, and how the, tout ^enchanted in this world s 
who haft found out the native. a^iyity of the mind, and 
liow ikctMhes to be ftupi&d^by the hidden opiates that 
lie lurking^in tliejtefh. * * . ;ilj 

■ . Iloly Santone, yvfoijft we in, this world of fhadows, 
we ajre perfeft exiles, banithed fmm our native country, 
which is the world of real fobftances 5 The^mqre wc are 
drenched in matter, the fajthcr do we ftraggle from 
home, wandering in foreign defarts of enchanted ground, 
where w? convtrfe with none but.empty fpeftree, fairies, 
demons, elfs^and cheating apparitions $ fpr all that is ijn 
this outward world is but a falfe delpfion, the mimicry of 
nature, a heap of Jhadows reverfed and tin&ured with a 
faint pjpje&ioa from ,the world of light, t , 4 
. Knowing. therefore thefe things, let us make hafte to 
return to our native feats again ; let us* diveft ourfelves 
of the ft range Habits we have taken up by imitation ig 

a 4 
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this opr pilgrimage, and purge our minds of sill the 'ill 
qualities we have imbibed on earth ; let us caft' off cor- 
rupt a Actions, appetites, and inclinations, with fcrrcry 
yain, and laljfe opinion. When we ’lire freed fVdtn'all theTc 
weights, our foulb will Caiily mbunt aloft, thdiV wings 
never fl^ggjng till they perch upon th* trees of pafafflfe. 
What re more 'g enerous than the mind of mah, when once 
awakened from llie '/lumbers of this niortal fife ? How 1 it 
defpifes thefe terrene enjbymdfats, and bhly pffntt ‘and 
thirfts for the ftfpreme detjghts dbbve 1 Afc&ori turns it- 
fclf, and makes its' amorous app^oachfl ief the tnagnet, 

fo is the foul attracted 6y theprlgirial Eficbce which is 

V r \ ■ ’ < ** :Jr ■ v, sr/z/ . 

its fource and centre. r . 

There are two fpecics of chains ^whfch ' tic the foul 
doiyu to this earthy and c£ajufc her tog^-bW dtill* aind tor- 
pid, aB if /he wer<| meb^Ated wFtljMeadly jpoifon^ forget- 
ting her very native jfaculty pf c6p(cmpktiob.^ Tfiefd a ye 
pleafure and pain, of 'willed but fen (c is the eriiVHbi^ with 
the prcpofTeflion, phantafiesj opinions, tnembnes, 1 aWd alp- 
petiles, which accompany ferife ; 'thefe' hbrry and 
precipitate the foul down from her proper manfibn^ and 
alienate her from, the love of the only true fubdantial Be- 
ifjg ; therefore wr ought to abftain from feniible things 
as much as in us lies, and fhun all obje&s that dTr up ir- 
regular appetites/ and produce abfurdities in our reafon. 

How many ftrtinge affeftions flow from our jpfte, bidd- 
ing fall the foul with a. d6ubk cofd, whilll * r the * high Ve- 
lifh and gufl of faVoury meats enfnare her the palate 
as in, a net, and the load of indigfefced crudities weighs 
and finks^her ddwn mtb thelxlly, wVgbT/he il kept as 
in a diingeori', till fac.red ab/tifience releafes hePa^airt. * 

The ferife of touclTdbes bft^n ‘ draw the unwary foul** 
forth from her fad n e fits wi th i n , v Vr e pan n iflg he r with foft 
allurements and fly promifes of 1 pl&rufrctft betake the air 
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of the body j |hu$ having got her into the open field* 
,an ambufpade of lulls, concupiscences, perturbations, fears, 
caj^s, love, joy, grief, and other paltions, rurti Upon’ her 
on a Sudden, and take her captive. How necerfary there- 
fore is it to be always on our guard, and not to lull our- 
Selves in.dangeijous Security ? Nor ought we to*he *ra{h 
Und fopj^haidy in venturing on a combat, whefe it is btt* 
tet to decline it, left, rnflead of vi&pry, we brtray the 
weaknefs of our aijms, and want of proper conduct, 

O perj^jft. man, tjbiou feeft thefe v tliings m clcaier light 
than I ; it is ppt to inform thee that I write, but to cou- 
fii m n^yfclf, \vhij{l I colled my Scattered thoughts, and 
put them into order. If thou {halt vouchfafe to fend me 
thy conceptions on thiafubjedl, I will tevere the blefied 
difp^tch, as though lt^w^re au oracle. 

In th$ mean while, may "Heaven regard thy innocent 
life, apd ftill pfoted thee from the cafualties that threaten 
all of pwr^tace* May thy prayers be heard, and* thy 
good works rewarded ; finally, may thy end be like that 
of Enoch* who nevei fcw death, but wa9 translated alive 

to pantydjfe. 

* fea t\s> 9th of tho^djMoon, ofcjhd lfear,l6^. 0 




.IV ,— * *Tp Alt, 


It is evident that the French ajms are deftined not to ruft ; 
one provocation or] other always keeps them in a&ion. 
The neighboring ^j^es find ftates^^thefr turns to 
affrorjjt and injure this raonarph, } and foretimes they Set 
uponhim aW t^gctjiei fuf^iy they envy and fear the rifwg 
forttffft* of France, and there|or^ftnye by fbatagems and 
force to cheek its growth# ^ ^ ** * 4 

, having, been ftyc^al^afl^pf ^oftility^done by ^tke 
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governor of the Spanlfh Netherlands, without* any hopes 
of a fair redrefs, this king found kimfelf obliged to de- 
clare open war againft Spain. 

This was done very lately, and at the fame time the 
Duke de Navailles was fent with an army into Flanders, 
where he foon took the town and caftle*of Aubcfpine, 
the tdwns of Pefrne and Mornais, the cattle of Oigny, 
with the towns of Gray and Vezont. 

This lad is a place of confiderable importance, being 
called the gate of Lorrain, and the pattern of the 
Franche-Compte ; “whereby this monarch is become ac- 
tual matter of the baillage of Am out, which comprehends 
abpve five hundred villages. . 

The Spaniards feeing him thus fucccfsful, and that 
they could not by open rpfittanc* flop the epurfe of his 
vi&oiies, took another niejthpd, and fought to undermine 
him by .plots and confederacies with fouie of his fubjefts. 

They had agreed with the Chevalie^r de Rohan to 
iettle on him a penfion of eight ihoufand livres a-yeai, 
and to prefent him out of hand v> i^i five thoufand* pillules, 
if he would put thepa in pofleJfi(m.of Quillebouf, a (hong 
. place io< the province of Normandy. , 

The -Chevalier it jfbo^pnhad made himfelf and thorn 
believe that it was in his power with much cafe to per* 
form this* hot he was mittajetfi ; fome of/hia* friends lay 
he never thought pf accompjifhing his 'bargain, his credit 
being too finall in that place, and that; he only (Braed Jo 
repairhis fortune by cheating the Spaniards of their five 
thoufand'piftoles. * However, the plot wa i difcooeied to 

« French king, Who has his Ipies in all corners of the 
gdojn ; the unfortunate chevalier ' was feized and 
brought to the Battile, and being convi&ed of treufon, 
was condemned, te lofe bis head, which was accordingly 
?&e«>iti;d. 
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The hiirquis of V lllars, and the Sieur de Bureau, Dif- 
fered the fame punifhmcnt, as accomplices in tihetrtaffm; 
another F rench 4ord of the patty was killed in defending 
himfelf again (l th6fe who Were WcJered > to m# atrrefl 'him, 
Thefe had undertaken to delivci other p!kcfeS j oF ftVengtli 
into the handt> of the Hollands b, vilto* firft begrfn tlu 
wai. * 

Had tln.ii coufpiiacy taken -cfFc^k, k wodld Have b:ti* 
no d'fficlilt matter to corrupt other grandees with the 
op mill* gedd, and To a third part of France might luve 
been fold for a price not uMowable iii the market 4 * of 
kings 4, for it ftems the Hollanders and Spaniards were 
upon the point of making then difeents in Normandy 
and Bretagne, being invited thereto by the large promi- 
se-. of the perfotia before-named, and their confederates, 
who made them believe that a great part of the nobility 
and gentry of thofc provinces would come Over to them 
as foon as they faw them landed ; and there was no need 
to fear any oppofitmn from the vulgar, who are bound to 
follow the fortune ^Ltbcfr lords ; befides, they are al- 
ways defirouftvof irovelty and change. 

There is nothing fo abjedt, poor, and contemptible, as 
the pcafantvy of France, wh* hbtitlr only for others, 
whilfl? they can hardly get bread' for themfelvc6 out of aQ 
theTr toil ; in a word, they lire abfolute (laves to them 
whofe tenants they are, and whofe laftds they farm; they 
?re ndt more oppreffed by»the public taxes and gabels 
than they ane by the private impofitictas of their country 
lords, 4>eAdeS the Unreasonable demands of the priefts. 
Thefe Differing* difpofc them to wifh' fon any revolution 
in the government* from which they might hope to re- 
ceive' gentler triage. 

It was this partly which encouraged the Hollanders 
and Spaniards to think of invading France ; otherwffc 
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they had only been upon the defenfive. Thft ting has 
to do with a great many potent enemies ; the emperor 
holds him play on the Rhine ; the l^uke of X*orrain 
gives him diversion in his new conquers on that fide* 5 
the King of Spain puts him to a great expence of men 
and money in, Flanders;, the Hollanders infeft him by, 
fea, and wovdd do by land, if they knew which way.. Yet 
this monarch copes with them all, baffles their plotB and 
intrigues, foils their arms, daily, gains ground, and by a. 
continued feries of conqueft, quakes it .apparentthat Ids 
i$ the only flourilhing fortune m the ft, * . 

.The, King of Sweden had made certain propofols of* 
peace between the. Emperor, the King * of . France, the; 
King pf Spain, the States of IIohand, and fome of the* 
ele&oral princes ; in order tp which He offered himfclf f ta\ 
become a mediator beween them. He fenthis ambafTadora 
accordingly to a place agreed upon by all parties, as the 
ujoft convenient for conferences of this nature^ fo did all" 
the other princes, and flates concerned in the.- war : But it 
hems there was a grofs affront VflC upon Guillaume de 
Furftemberg, plenipotentiary tonhe Ekdpr of .Cologne, . 
by4he .Marquis de.Grana/ambafTadpr to the emperpr^. 

. ( This was deeply . rfcj^j)tj£d at the Frenchcdttr^ aa ’heing 
a, notorious breach ;of tftefowof natfons^and the king*: 
pubJiffled ^.inanifcftp, - t whe*efc,*be changed the emperors 
with giving order forthi$ foftftt,, declaring alfo, that un- 
lots due^ fatisfa^ioa were ppadcj* ha "would withdraw his 
ambaffadora from the place of con^nce^and feck juftice 
with fword in hand v _ -i.v, ,> • 

He complained to the King, pf Swedeland of this vio- 
lence, and entered into a clofe and Arid Teague with him; 
Guftavus prefently reeals hi* ambafladorfl from the public 
meeting, commanding them to proteft againft the adion 
of the Marquis de Gr^na, as a violation of the civil laws ; 
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the French king has done the fame, and all things fecnt 
to portend a general diilradtion in Europe* 

Thofe of the Roman church light againft one anothei, 
as well as they combine again it the proteftants, whom 
they efteem as the common enemy, and have little better 
regard for them than we muffulmans hhve for the Peifian 
kjfilbafchi, whom we execrate as abominable heretics. 
One fort of proteftants alfo cabal againft another ; the 
Lutherans hate and perfecirte the Calvimfts, which the 
latter teturil with eqhal animofity. Thefe infidels are* 
caught 'in the devil's fnare, where they bite and devour 
(Me another ; thfey are ifi egregious darknefs, tolled a- 
bout in a tenrtpeft of errors ; they are furroutided With 
enchantments ; thefr guides are forcerers and magicians ; 
hell has a hand in all their devices. 

O ye. true believers, lift Up your heads ; for the hour 
is approaching Vhctei n* the ancient prophecies mull be 
fulfilled, <* That the dragort of the Eaft lhall wage war 
with the eagle of the W eft, and fhaH devour him whole 
twith all his feathers.' %^be be to thee, O land of Ja- 
phet, in the year 1700 orehe Chriftian ftile. 

Mighty bafla, thou who haft not numbered half my 
years, imayefbhve* to fee thdfe’tjiinga come to pafs : As 
for me I am haftening to the fpiiits of tfty -fathers, to % 
region of filtince and eternal hetir^ment, to a place where 
all the vanities of .this’ earth lhall be forgotten* 

In thc^mean time,livd thou pobe awiinefs of the graci 
revolution, which* will a&oniflv wbrld. 

Pans, 7th of tKc 3d Mogp, of the Year 1674. 
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V. — To Capa Hali, Phyfictan to the Grand Stgnlor. 

PrAisf be to God, from whom alone, proceed health, 
long life, and immortal happinefs ; in the whole family o i 
fevers I never was much fubje&to any, except it were that 
of love. This indeed is become habitual to me ; it is grown 
a perfedt he&ic ; furely it is more than fecond nature ; I 
feci fomething in the very root# of my efleued* prompt- 
ing me to eternal foftnefFevwild melting fits of frcfli Pla- 
tonic tender paflions 5 nothing* can pxovqke my hatred 
but rn obdurate furly-tempercd ieHow, who being the 
offspring of fome bloody batcher, poulterer, or greafy 
cook, his veiy face portends a prefettt maffacre, and all 
h*.» words breathe nothing elfe but a continued train of 
cruel wrongs and violences agaitlib -the innocent 5 pity to 
him founds like the new’s of famine tw a ftarving man ; 
but if you would make him fnaile, and jtat him. in good 
humour, tell him how he may get ameftate* by opprefling 
the fatherlefs and widows, or incrafe his wealth by ruin- 
ing whole famines ; Jell h*m hmf^ne may over-reach fomJL 
filly credulous young heir, or outwit his neighbour in a 
bargain. He cheriftiea a fpider in his brain, and his heart 
is full of webs. V T© fiach a temper as^thk I -cannot be 
reconciled ; there is ap innate antipathy** an immortal 
contrariety in our fouls 5 my fpint is daunted, altd re- 
treats within me, at the fight of Xu0h an one; a languor 
and faintneif feizef my Jimb> \ I ant like on? that has 
touched a torpedo, * * * * 1 

Surely there is no (peoies ’ four-footed beafts, of 
.birds, of filh» of mfefty, reptib%o*varvy other living thing, 
whole nature is not found in jnau* Howeaaftjy agreeable 
to the fox/are fome mens tempers, whilft others are peifedfc 4 " 
ars in human (hape ! Here you (hall meet a crocodile, 
to {e^ks.v^th feigned tears to entrap you to your ruin; 



Book I. 


A SJY A* PARIS.' 15 

j 

there a fly ferpenf creeps, and winds himfelf into your 
affe&ions, and when he *$3 well warmed with favours, on 
a fudden he will -bite a$d ding you to death. Tigers, 
lionB, leopards, pantheist wolves, and all the mon (Irons 
generations of Afric, may be feen mafquerading in the 
forms of men ; and it is not hard for an obferving mind 
to fee their natural complexion through the, borrowed vi- 
zard. The phyfiognomy of vice and virtue are eaGly di- 
ftinguifhed 5 there are fome . fecrct characters in every 
face, which fpeak 'die nature of the perfon ; fo does Pla- 
tonic love, with eagle eyes, foan trace the (ignatures df 
what is amiable in the foul. We read the hidden quali- 
ties of men at the fird glance, and hence are lading 
fricndfhips often coift rafted. I love my friends without 
referve, and becaufc thole are very few among our mor- 
tal race* I contract familiarities with the harmlefs ani- 
mals ; I ftudy like a lover to oblige and win their hearts 
by all the tender offices I can perform 5 I bear with pa- 
tience their wild frowrd tricksy tid conftant pcrfeverance 
Jvanquifhes their ftubb^x humours ; then when we once 
begin to underfland each other alright, they make me a 
thoufand fwcet returns of gratitude^ according to their 
kind 5 when I am melancholy, 'riiey Will foon divert me 
with one pretty 1 trick or other, afc if they were fenfible of 
my pain. ’ ~ * "* . v * • 

But becaufc my love tfl large and fbrdng, dill feeking 
to.dilate^tfelf, * though ftill reCbiTjrtg*from the degenerate 
race of men, 1 go into the fields and woods, and make 
my fTterrPcoifit into th^ trees and flowers, and fometimes 
1 converfe in raillery with £chos \ I languifh On the banks 
of crydpl dreams, and pine away for an old mofly rock ;* 
“the ofk inflames ihe with a facred pafiion ; when I behold 
her venerable bulk and (hade, I could aimed turn druid 
for her fake, and take my refidence up for ever iq her 
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hollow trunk , vvhtre ’ the ' kind ’gen ii } 0 f t aic would viftt 
me, and tell me things to come,'iaftru£ing mein all the 
my ft erica of natttre ; for I in dove e.vcii with thofe in- 
visible beings,' aftd often tdk my paflkm to thenvdh the 
woods, or on feme modnbin^where the courteous winds 
transport niy words, and waft ?i their fecret anfwers back 
again. Then is my : fbul f patched up in facred edlacies, 
becaufe the immortals condefcend to talk with me,} I of- 
ten fall into a trance, and vrakp not till the fiui is got 
half way into the other hemifphere; then 1 rcfolve to 
pafs away the night in this' fwecrfbfitttde. 

Had I the tongues, or pens ofCjcerp and IX nofthene? ; 

I could not to the life exprefs the pleafuics tliui 1 feel aL 
fuch d time, when free dnd tindifturbed I can for fever J 
hours behold the motions of the moon and liar*. Oh 
God ! what thoughts* What contemplations ri£e wiunu 
my breaft ! my ravifhed foul is' ready to break prifon 
for joy, When it is infpired with certain demonftratio . 
‘of the world’s eternity; Metbinks at fuch a time I hem 
'the noife and buftle of- the worldffobove ; metbinks i fee( 
the riftive bufy tenants of the^noun and ifers trudging 
"about their daily bufinefs, even like us mortals here be- 
llow. 4 Then it is l^nadf^te the narrow principles of igno 
rant, fupcrftitioils menp-'bhste to think of ever return- 
ing to the city again* thfeafcutb. profane my reafei! with 
the vain diTcourfe^fieUkbheeited fools and idiots $ I am 
cloyed with life, aruKwlftr* tor. die .anaidft thtfe tharming 
fpeculations. Thusdolpafsthe time awaytill fair Au- 
rora ufheis in the rofy-jfingercdimoro, ;><(hen JLbegin to 
refleft ^on my duty as a xafuffulmair, and Have fp the Grand 
Senior* ; I hafte to wafH myfelf Jn the nexVfttcam, and 
cheerfully proftfate myfolf upori.the group d,,adonhg the* 
Eternal Source otf all things $ after which, abundantly £a- 
tisfied with theft ncfturnal pleafures, I return to the^pi* 
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ty, and to my bufinefs, eonfideiing that J was not whol* 
ly born for contemplation. 

Learned Hali,. I wifli thee consummate happinefs in 
this life, and fortunate tranfmigrations after death, pray- 
ing alfo that I may merit one day to enjoy thy company 
in paradife, where we may difeo^rfe thefe things more at 
large, and in a clearer light than what this earth affords. 
Adieu. 

Palis* ad of the 5th Moon, of ;he Year 1674. 


VI. — To Kfcnr.EP Hassak, Bajfa . 

To whaL purpofe am 1 kept longer in Paris ? why do 
the mimde r s of the Porte put the Grand Signiot to a 
m edit's. expence in maintaining here an old fuperannuat- 
,<m (lave, mt worth Ins daily bread ? And ytt, God knows, 
» eat not much, neither can I tafte any pleafure in t that 
^tle I eat. Ivly refleftions arc like the entertainments of 
v m a! tables, wher^fee eye is deluded with a fair (how 
v" various delicacies, buPtbe (lomach is not fatibfied with 
any rtd food, nor the body ftreugthencd by any fqbltan- 
tial wvirifhm.ut ; only the langyjrifhing imagination feeds 
on fantadic difhes, mere (hadows, and enchanted refem- 
blances of folid meat, while* the man is ready to faint for 
hunger. So I feem to myfelf ta eat ^nd drink, but it is 
with folittle guft at prefent, «and I* receive fo little bene- 
fit from it afterwards, that all appears no more than a vi* 
fionaryftafl, hr a collation in a dream. 

I have now palled the # grand dim after of human life, 
brng entered into the iixty-fourth year of my agq ; 
T^^ienfes droop, and all the faculties of my foul and bo- 
dy decay apace 5 my bones are weary of fupporting their 
accuftomed btr.den 5 my fiucvvs and mufdcs refufe to per- 
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form the offices df motion* at leaft their vigour is much 
ilackened and impaired ; in a word* the 1 infirmities of my 
body have .ranked me under a new predicament $ I am 
become a three^fboted animal, being forced to walk with 
a ftaff, to prevent the necelfity of mctamorphofing my 
hands to feet, and crawling on all four. 

Judge now, illuflxious Arab, after what I have {aid* 
whether I am fitting to do the Grand Signior Service in 
this ftation. As for the intrigues of the court, I am quite 
tired of them ; befidts, here are npw no more Richfieus 
and Mazarinis in beiog, with whom I anight infinuate on 
the fcore of fkillin traaflating Greek* $qlevoni<k Arabic, 
and other Eaftem languages ; Ofmin the dwarf is alfo 
dead, from whom I ufed A to learn many fecrets; fate has 
alfo fnatched away feveral courtiers, with whom I had in- 
timate converfe. Add to this* that Eliachim grows old 
and crazy, who was once as my right hand ; fo prompt 
and dexterous in any bitfinefs of difficulty ; faithful alfo 
as my own heart, which never was Tainted with the leaft 
fymptom of difloyalty : So that/ftl things confidered, V 
cannot fee what the fublime mtnifters can propofc in re- 
taining me at Paris. 

I do not dcfire, as formerly, to travel into India, or 
any other region of the Eaft ; I do not fo much as covet 
to fee my own native country, for which I hav£ had 
fuch paifionate hangings. No, every place will be A- 
rabia to me, where f may reft from bufinefs of rtate, and 
4hut up my Utter days in quietnefs. It is time for me to 
bid adieu to the active life, and betake myfclf wjiplly to 
contemplation. I would faii\ abandon, not onjy the 
a&ual vanities of this fading world, but the v$ry re- 
membrance and thoughts of them. My mind is naiifeC 
ated with the idefts of paft folly, which men falftly call 
pleafure ; and 1 find no gull in any thing but the medi- 
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tatiou of death, and the' unknown ftate of departed 
fouls; all ojther ‘things are uncertain toys and empty 
trifles ; but that -great change, which no mortal hath 
ever yet cfcaped, is liable, permanent, and fixed by defti- 
ny ; fate has fet the period, which winds up the epocha 
of ‘every man’s life in this vifible ftate, and begins a new 
Hegira, whereof we have no computation, in regard we 
have no correfpondende with that unknown world ; nei- 
ther are there any certain hiftories extant which can 
rightly infornt us. The flight of the foul Jr om the body 
begins the myfterioiks date ; but where or when it will 
end, is not known to us that flay behind. This, there- 
fore, alone is worthy df an old man’s thoughts, how to 
prepare himfelf for death, fince he cannot protract the 
term of his life beyond the moment allotted by Heaven ; 
neither can lie be affixed what will become of him after# 
wards. • 

Think not, ftrene balls, that I am going 
train for the reputation of a faint, or would fet up all on 
,*a hidden for an extfacKHinary pious man. No, there is 
nothing tf that in it. I hate the rigid hypocrify of 
forced penince, and the religious lunacy of thofe who 
irevdr think ¥hey do enough to atone for their fins, unlefs 
they otitdo humanity itfelf in their cruel mortifications. 
TheE*affe metafters in all good divinity, and their exam# 
jde is? not to he followed. • 

• What I aim hi t in this difeourfe, Is, that as according 
to the order of nature, and will of deftiny, we are bora 
men, fo*we fllould take care to live and die : And if wfc 
have buffered the t former part of our life to elapfe with- 
ouldn* reflexion on fo important a truth, it is but rea-. 
Ion, that when we approach near the grave, when all 
our fenfe9, faculties, and membdfo, do’the part of King 
Philip’s page, putting us daily and hourly in mind of 
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ourimortality, it is tail reafcn, I fey, that then we fhobld 
begin to recoiled ourfelv^s,' stftd to think thereabouts 
we are, that wq ipy not he Jfutprifed by the jptvitafele 
decree of fete, when it comes to be put in execution, 
ner-dte lefethaif* otrrfelves. “ * * ^ 

„ Befideq, thqre is jmatbey aji^antage ia being thus jpje* 
pared for the tail things, fince it equally arms us againft 
all intehnediate calamities, fuppOfirig 1 fhould v lire 
longer than we reckon. Hft<Ukt fcan boldly Itare death 
in the feet, wilt hot eafify'turfi fute bafek upb^'eny 'mif- 
fortunc of this inconftant life ; but, rtceiVk^ hfl things 
with an evenbemptr, renders himfclf l^py%'*hfcirtidll 
of troubles, Ioffes, difgraces, pain*, Iffckwrffes, afld other 
cafiialtics which a {fault all that live on earth. 

Magnificent baffa, all that I have laid is but a pro-* 
Jciguc to my main purpofe, which is td defire thy i$&Ha- 
tion with, the firft vifier, that I ipay be recalled fitrni an 
employment wherein I cannot be fo ftrvideable as T hare 1 
been, and which, at the feme time,Ay iihptifhig ‘on ntfe 
a thoufand cares, takeB from mej, $hc poffibility* of pre^' 
parings as I ought to do, for that tranftnigratiOn which 
in a bttle time I mull pafe through. 

In a word, right ndblcr Kerker, I defire the privilege 
to end my days in Constantinople among the Wrofful* 
mans* under tlie venerable (hade of mofqurt and mina- 
rets, confecrated todhe feriTce and honour of the Eternal’ 
Unity. Let me not have worfe iifege than ‘the Ancient 
Rotnan foldiers had, who, wHen they had fervtd in the'* 
wars fuck a certain number of'fygfttt, we& dtfdharged 
with an honourable petition. ' . 1 ' ' 

is all the feyoirr I requefU -who have ferved^the 5 
Grand Signiot feijhfa&ypand with fudeefe, tliefe eight 1 -* 
an&thitty years, fat a country of infidels. Rut if my fu>' 
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pcriors (halt dp term* fcatrvrcBgued^ to their 

plcafarc, jao4 to the will of'deftin^ 

Pant! i%d of the $>th Meoto, of die Yea/ if ^ 

=c======fa=g=g ===g= as app iTn"i^S4.L..* . u4,.t ..p apy 

VIL-^7i Aii Rust Aft fife ft, Serttjbuu^fn Dalmatia . 

4 t » f * * * * 

X flWt b$ar hoyr * famous Cbriftiao general, the 
^tg/chol do Turennc, dflWtfcd hintfdf when he was 
lately challenged $o a ftfigle^ombat by tBE* Prince Pala- 
$kp of tfe? I U«ne. * * i i 

ttys l»Me* hat been » great fufFerer by the 
prefeat? yr?r betmeevf Erancp and the confederate princes ; 
for hU country lying near the Rhine, was expofed to 
botb P* 1 ties, and the French fir ft entered it* 

{ 3Jljjjre were XomciJEugWh troops in fhe French «rm]% 
wbo^$ L c^tcdvod an implacable revenge agaroft the 
the palatine, in regard many of their Com- 
rades had been barbwmfiy handled by them ; wherefore 
•they made great devafi^jon whereven they came, burnt 
fiye-and-twe^fcy great villages to the ground, and five 
jTmall cities ; in a word, tliey quite ruined, in fifteen day* 
tiiqe, th^ whole country, whmbiia efteemed the mofi plea* 
faqt-aad agreeable part vi Europe* * * • 

, f T%i8£p#t ^h^ ekftor aB*iil dholer, and he wrote a» 
A#*? ktttfjto the JiJertfcHal Tiirennc* threatening him 
n\a fijr&ui £fid bidding ldm choofe the place 

wh^r^he might fight #kh him in fingkidud; but the 
fi|g^fn$*ifcha! retaining^ hfe, ufad moderation, and not at> 
all moved at the palatine’) letter infiyemd it in^diefe br 
thejifcfttirms; w JW Jtho.prodeedwgaof the ErrglhK 
ifgHSicnttf wore without his Wdeprhr^pt'obaUQir; tbanT > 
hd was* infinitely troubled at the> violences which hdd<* 
been committed, and that the chief authors had been 
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punifhed ; neverthelclpi be could not but declare, that 
the cruel treatment which the Engliih had met with, 
had fo exafperated their companions, that it wa; no won* 
der to fee them execute their revenge, even on the very 
inanimate things ; and that in the firft heat and tranfport 
of their fury,rthey had not leifure to examine who were 
guilty, and who not . 11 He added Iikewife, 44 That if 
the poll which the. king his mfcfter had appointed him, 
would permit him to accept of his challenge, he would 
not refufe it, counting it an honour to meafure his arms 
with thofe of fo jHuftrious a prince p but that as things 
were, he defired to be excufcd.”^ * 

In former days, fuch an anfwer &s this would have 
been taken for an argument of cbwardice in a man pro- 
feffing arms. There waB nothing more common among 
thefe infidels, than to decide their private controverfies, 
grudges, and quarrels, by the fword, and their laws al- 
lowed it. If any man had accufej} another wrongfully, 
or had done him any other injury^fie did not run pre- 
fently to the cadis or lawyers vfCr redrefs, but had re* 
courfc to his arms, and whofoever got the victory, his 
caufe was pronounced jail ; but fince the commerce 
which has been dUblihed between the MuffulmanB and 
the Naxarenes, thefe latter have learned to forfake fo 
impious a pra&ice, being afhaitied that the followers of 
<Mahomet, whom, they call infidels, fhopld outftrip them 
in the peaceableneb<of thtir tempers* a virtue fl> earned* 
ly recommended to the pra&ice pf kll Chrift&ne by Jefus 
the fon of Mary ; befidee, they 4 havc found the* inconve- 
nience of thefe private combats, andlSheyarc generally 
forbidden now in moil counties of Europe. "This is 
owing to the examples of the » mufiulmans, whofc\ugeP'- 
againft each othefcTcdroe ever jproceede to contumelious 
words, much lefs to blows, or any attempt upon life ; 
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for when a-difputc arifes between two true believers, aod 
they beeomfc never fo little paffionate thereupon, it is but 
for a third perfon* one of the faithful, to interpofe him- 
felf, and repioach them with violating the laws of the 
prophet, 'and ’the hohdtfr of their profeffion, and they 
immediately are made friends again* Such magic there 
is in the force of thefe woids, 44 Fy, fy l What ! Muf- 
fulmans, aud ^uarrd ?” the ufoal reprimand of the by- 
Handers f wbichf is an evident argument, that our holy 
religion has a greater influence *>r\ 'the hearts and con- 
fciences of tbofe that profefs it, than has that of the Na- 
zarenes 5 for whilft thefe pretend to believe and honour 
the Meffiat as tbeif lawgiver, they difobey him in their 
daily practice, and fo give the lie to their forth, difeover- 
ing that it has no efficacy on their morals* Doubtlefs 
the l^effiat was holy, chafte, peaceable, humble, and 
barmlefs ; but it is tare to Bad auy of thefe virtues a- 
mong his followers* He bid them return good fon evil, 
bkffings for curfes, and to fuffer all injuries patiently, 
.after his example ; bua^^ey invert the order of his pre- 
cepts, and read them l>ackward, as they foy witches do 
the paten-nofler* » * 

► When Judas came to feize him in the garden of Gtth- 
femani, with a train of officeis and ruffians, one of JefWs 
retinft drew hia whiniard, and cut off an ear from the 
fervant of the high-prieft ; but the S04 of Mary was fo 
for fronfcommending his zeal-irt this, that he bid him 
put up his {word,, telling him withal, 44 That wbofoever 
* draws the fwflrd, foaU perifh by the fword*” At the 
fame time, he refbored the fellow’* ear again by ft mi- 
rack*' ' it y * 

* "Magnanimous ferafquier, wbat I have foid intrenches 
not on the right of lawful war in deferfee of one’s coun- 
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try, or of the volume brought down from heaven. The 
facred combat was ever allowed of by God and man. 

Thou art now engaged in this caufe againft infidels ; 
fight generoufiy and viuqwfh j but enter not into pri- 
vate duels with any man, though he be a prince, with- 
out the Grand Sigmons content $ for the fcriety of his 
royal perfon depends upon the prefervation of his faith* 
fid, valiant, and wife generate. 

Paris, 25th of the 8th Moon, of the Year 1674. 


VIII .— Tithe fan* 

I will now give tliec a brief account of the famous bat- 
tle of Sencf, which makes a great noife in Europe, and 
is reckoned one of the moft terrible that has been fought 
in tliefe parts for many ages ; for it will not be amifs toi 
let thee know the particular circumftances of this com- 
bat, the good condufl: of the Fyrtch generals, as alfo 
their overfights and errors, thou mayeft make ar 
right ufe of fuch examples, in thr difficulties which may 
environ thee through the chance of war. 

On the 9th of thi^ inftant tno'.n, the confederate 
forces, amounting to fixty tjioufand men, marched with 
their left wing to a place Called At ken, and their "right 
to the fort ft of Btirfleray, where they encamped, having 
before them a village ca?le*d Sencf, fituated in firaban*- ; 
they tarried there on the 10th day, and next morning 
parted from thence, marching in three fines, taunting 
the baggage for one ; whilft the Prmpe de Vaudcmont 
commanded a body of fix thoufattd Spanifh horfe, to co- 
ver their march, ( and to fkirmifh with the French' ,'^it"* 
there fhould be eccafion, till the whole at my Were in or- 
der. 
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Ap udmttfed of 

thcfe wotiqftKf. ho V^itfakedtU tab* advantageof their 
ncceffify* a*ltoait**k them before jbeycould poffitfty 
geMof!ll^ fn&defog tbefcock 

of r tbe French army* wbitA**** dofely wattled* Tw* 
thtf end he c*#fed one partefcthe army* with foot frier cat 
of dym<HM t&cuofs the fiver ofBiltoo, where un&ipc&ed 
they might obferve the encu^motions; another past , 
he polled in a deep valley f where the confederates could 
% not perceive them ; and that nothing migttt be wanting 
to hsafrftri^^ the" 

marefchal of the camp, with a confidcrablc detachmeht, 
to gain a certain hBlf%6af whence, lying under the co- 
vert of thick woods, he might attend every ftep of the 
enemy, ^thont being difeovered himfelf. 

Whcij the prince bad made all thofc preparations, he 
■jenl't^e Marquis ,de Rannes, and the Chevalier d« Td- 
ladet, with the dragoons under their command, to aflaelt 
the, confederates not fa^from Sencf* This was perform- 
ed with ,fo Jtmch vigour, ^bat they drove them into the * 
village, frith np Httle daughter of the Spaniards ; bet 1 
not fatiafied with this, they s^tack^d them in the village 
itfeif ; apd Stftcar a long aiUjhloody confliA, the Freodh 
beat $remthence alfo, putfuiog them into the plain, till 
at lad .ffbtb, the , whole armies, were, engaged pell-mell ; 
then w|f the fight cruel and fierce, the 6fficers of both 
fid^bcba*ing themfefrer with ffurpa&ing bravery, and 
^thc foldiers pot Shrinking from their valiant leaders* But 
jfcrtqof J$r«SK% before they quitted 

^h^^l^>eeaspe vyfam Hollanders baggage,, 

Imrmioitian, whiob lhfy brou^ifr : 

V*f W&WJ Jfh»Mbe. Pnmcq.of Condo** 

chafed theqMnta t^i^y^ag^ of where the^om- * 

federates intrenched themfelves under the covert of a^ 

Vd. VUL % 
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caftle, and a^ftropg church. A But that aftive general 
would not fufFer them to reft long there $ he fet upon 
them on all hands fo furipufly, that, they were forced to 
abandon the place, and enter the plain the fqcond time. 
The battle had now lafted ,five hours, and great was the 
daughter on both tides. The French took almoft four 
thontiind prifoners* and killed as many upon the fpot, 
^betides tliofc that they left wounded, which fo weakened 
and difeouraged the confederates, that the next day they 
retired* and left the French mailers of the’tield. 

Now I will tell thee, that had the Jfrjppe of Cpnde 
been contented with his tit ft vidloiy at Sencf, he had 
favtd abundance of Fiench blood ; for in that tight the 
confederates loft abo\e two thoufand men, and the Fiench 
fcarce an hundred. But the fieiinefs of his temper car- 
ried him beyond his judgment, to purfue th$m into dif- 
ficult places ; fo that in the winding up of the matter, 
though the vi&ofry was his, it coll him above fifteen 
hundred lives of his foldiers, w{>ich might have been as 
Well fpaicd, and his honour le^ined the fame. 

Valiant ferafquier, I fervei thee this narrative* as a 
chart by which to iteer thy courfe in the like emergen- 
cies, advifing thee to r temper thy courage with fage con- 
dud and prudence, and not to facritice thy men to a rafti 
caprice of martial frenzy. 

Paris, nth of 'the pth Moon, of the Yeir 1674. 


IX .— To Mr 11 £ met, an exiled Eunuch , id Alcatro r 

How changeable is the {late of mortals ! ho Snl-CV..- 
ftant our thoUghts, paffions, words, and actions ! We 
are never fixed long on any thing ; if we are invited to 
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caft anchor a while infome calm anftfer Cne feafon , whilft 
We furl th* fail* of burtran tare and anietety 5 if we arc 
permitted to carter and recruit ' oar weather-beaten fpirits, 
enjoying Tome fhort interval ’ of reft and eafe, 1 the indul- 
gence fooh expires, and we art-forced, to weigh aftjjitioift 
with double diligence, fell Wt incur a drrtcki ThiPtem- 
pcfts raifed by out evil dare blow hard upon us 5 we run 
adrift, and arc tofled up and down on the billows of 
human mifery, without any approved pilot,* chart, or 
compafs, to direct us in the uncertain roM of life ; we 
float at random, in a fea of perpetual hazards and diffi- ^ 
culties. - h v 

O Mehemet ! I will not now, as once formerly I did, 
wilh myfelf in one of the Egyptian pyramids, or court 
the fociety of ghofts and demons ; I* will not take 1‘aric- 
tuaty in^thofe fuperannuated prifons of royal fouls, nor 
„£tek diverfion among the dead ; not the black mafquc- 
rades of Cheops fepulchre, juiced each night by ‘Antiq 
fliadOws, or' wildeft n|^ftfures of hobgoblins in the gal- 
leries of that * horrid pile*, ^could now relieve my melan- 
choly, or eafev my frenetic pain, becaufe the entertain- 
ment is too : narrow, clofe and ftale for fuch a foul as 
mine. I would fain ramble through .an infinit- lp*ce, 
planted each ftage with femiriaries of new ideas, uncouth 
forms, £hd ftraugc chimeras ; \ would fee the elfence of 
all beings that I have already feen, reveflfed, turned up- 
fide down*or infide out, or any wav tTansformed, fo as 1 
might not know them again ; I would have all the ele- 
Hfepts j^hai^ge tlieir qualities ; the fire to lofe its innate 
heat, and water to expungpjtf moifturc ; the earth take 
^ire, and blow itfclf ip into the ninth fphere, v/hilft tjie 
af/* ihtifrcondenfe and fcruifh itfdf into a folid globe, pro- 
ducing a new race of minerals, vegetables, and living 
creatures, which our old purblind world never faw be- 
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fare 5 I would hav<$**flying 'trfles, land bird* whofrout- 
fpread claws take rooting in the air, and grow like 
jBaucis and Tbilemoh ; their Wing* to branches turned 
their feathers into leaves ; befides a thousand kiqdet o 
niotito-s, more than ever Ovid fpoke of in his metamot- 

jphoiS. ' " ■ . ' 

After all this, T would go up and view the orbs above, 
reftore tTie rotten corruptible heavens, pull all the bulls 
and bears, the ftorpioris, lions, centaurs, and other .anti* 
quated beafts out erf the flty ; make the new fiar of Cafr 
fiopaeia pay a fwinging fine for her damned Ute unman- 
nerly appearance in the fen ate of th e flairs. : „ 

Then would I fet up an i n quifiticra for . the comets, to 
know from wbcncc thcy are, and wliat their bufinefs is 
among the orbs abcJve ; I would examine all the constel- 
lations, and know the meaning of their names,? ill- 
fliaped figures ; and then I would trace the milky way-* 
mounting directly to the holieft heavens of afl. 

There, perhaps, I fhould begfci to be modeit and fo- 
her, confidering that it is tlj? ‘prefence-chamber of die 
Omnipotent j I would not broach fed it ion, nor talk fac- 
tioufly before the King of all things 5 but behaving my- 
felf like a courtier durftg the public audience, I would 
afterwards retire, and fcamoCr through the endldfa fields, 
beyond the Coelum Empyrseum, where I would either 
find out new woVlds, or room for them ; nothing fhould 
confine my feairch lef* than infinity. Is not our fenfe, 
fancy, and reafon, without bounds ? Are not thefe parts 
of the uhiverfi; ? And has God madp-any part great A . 
than the whole ? This 19 a contradiction in nature. He^ 
hits given us faculties, which, if 'Tightly ufed, cannot err ; 
our conceptions, are fquared to his eternal modtfSFtBe 
world, if wc do not debauch our own thoughts, or 
fuffer them to be corrupted by others. He is the pii- 
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mitive and original rcafon, the everlafting common fen- 
forium of nature, in whom, and by whom, we all fee that 
we hate eyes, hear* that we have ears, fipcU that we have 
itofes, tafle that we have a tongue, and feel that we are 
all over full of feniibie fpirits. 

Oh God ! thy praifes arc without beginning or end ; 
thou art an eternal circle of wonders and miracles $ thou 
furpaffcft all our fubliroeft thoughts ; no words can de- 
cypher the ikirts of thy .garment ; on thee infinite 
worlds have relied from eternal ages ; thdu art no nig- 
gard of thy gifts** Why Ihould infinite goodnefs and 
bounty be traduced hf infidels ? They fay the world is 
but fo many thoufand years old, perhaps five or fix. It 
is a damned blafphemy, thus flily to calumniate the Om- 
nipotent, and to fay by craft he was not fo early gracious 
as he might havi been* What Ihould ail the Eternal, 
shat he' was not in a condition to produce the world be- 
fore ? Or was he in a fallen humour, that he (hould tfuffer 
a lapfc of iiidet*rmiifcte ages, befotc be ihould difplay 
his attributes ? % 

Oh, no I fuffer not this do&rine to take root in thy 
fonl, my 'dear Mehcmct, but remember there is no envy 
in the Deity ; dcubtlef* he was good, powerful, juft, 
and wife, from all eternity^ as at Mofcs's hour of the 
creation, or as he i» now, and wr will be, woild with- 
out endf^amen ; as the Nazarenes have In their prayers, 
/My Mchemet, let us lhake*off the prejudices of edu- 
cation, with all th£ prepofleffiond and falfe dogmas of our 
tarty ySatn, and adhere to firm reafon, aud the infpira- 
tfens that are froiA beyond the vitiblq fiame. 

Take this as my daft adieu, for 1 am juft, equipping fyr 
%c'unknown eternal voyage. 

Paris, 5th of t he nth Moon, of the Year 1674. 
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To tie l£ A1 MACHAM. . 

*•'!»' ' i , 4 

Thf affiunrof France feem to- be iit a very flourishing 
condition ; this invincible monarch not only » .conquers ci- 
ties and provintfs'by fomi, btt# feme yield to him volun- 
tarily, ■touYlfog^hia pro t’e£Hoff. 3 *r * * - * *• 

' HterC are arrived deputies from the fen ate of -Meiftatt 
irt 1 'Sicily, to defire the ‘king to free that city and people 
from* the yoke of Spanifh 4 »yramjy, and to number thetay 
afthdng bis fubje&s 5 they are 'received without much ce* 
icmoAy on the part -of this court,- <wMjh afitofts to app&tr 
/lately and referred at fuch « JtiOdfutiff Wowdtet, there is 
no point of humanity or Kofp4taMe^Ufjrg<rnifcgltsS:ed to- 
ward fhefe ftrangers ; in a word, they ai4c entertained 
aS friends of a lower degree, and tl&y efteettrx fhis-a fufib 
efent happinefs. * '** •* ' * * > v S> .* '* ’ ' 

Jt feewiS the’ Spanifh govemfficirf ~v/As ( , very 4 fevere‘^t^ 
crtiel, laying infupportrible thECs^OVf the inhabitants; imd 
fleecing thtanl of their fllver arid gblU by a tboufflftd tvkfes 
and inventions of ftate* 1 It crime Ut**gr&w rich; 

and no lefs to be fo poor* tt« tfe deny»thei^payme«:nDf the 
gabels $ the one put* a hum in danger of the 'Ittquifitlon, 
the other expofed him *t<> the galleys, 'or £brbe T worfe fla- 
vety in the mines of Peru.-, On whomsoever tbe^yictfoy 
or his officers cafl an ill eye, J thAt perfon* wAS lVire to be 
ruined, if he didSiot make s his efcape, or prefepfchifc etf*- 
my with the value perhaps of half of 'his wealth i and^hc 
mull take it a9 a favour too that they woritd compound / 
at fuch cafy rates ; for thefe- greedy hacks' are feldom> 
contented with lefs than all ft man 1 j£m ‘ - r 

Infinite other Oppreffiori9 tfie people fuffertd under, 
which at laft fo wearied their patience, that they began 
to cabal and form coh (piracies againtt the viceroy ; and 
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it wa? not only the vulgar that thtfs fought after liberty, 
but the chief of the citizens, and fome of* the fenators. 

' Thefe all unanimoufly agreed to \ treat underhand yrith 
the French king, >to rcprefcnt. to / him their grievance*# 
with the prefent ftate of thcywhple ifland j for they had: 
heard the fame and charafter of.his. perfon Upd govern-; 
ment, and they were, well fatisikd they could not fubrtit 
to a better or more generous mailer than him, • The 
^king •undertakes to refeuc th^m /from the Spanifh bood^ 
age provided they would alfift him* with ^hat fuccouTt 
they pould fpa^e,, and Jnftru6l his officers in, thofe things 
which wooW fac^itater^e reduflion of the iile.». . v 

He feqt forced accordingly, at the beginning of the 
year, under the command of the Chevalier de Valbelle, 
who; acquitted, himfelf very, fuccefsfully, having perform- 
ed many eonfiderable exploits, and taken feveral towns, 
^aftleB, and other ftrong places from the Spaniards. * 

, ,Th« fenate of Meffina being encouraged by thefe ‘ pro- 
sperous beginnings, thought it high time actually to fur- 
render themfelves up to French king ; and it is on 
this *errand< the deputies are come. - 
rvThe kidgbeing informed that the Chevalier de Val- 
belle wanted greater forces to coftquer the places which 
remain io the Spaniards hands,; immediately gave orders 
for a certain number of veflela %o be fitted and manned, 
under th^ command of the Duke of Vienne j he gave a 
copimiflion alfo to the Marquis^ Velavoir, with aeon* 
iiSerable army of men, ordering him tot make all fpeed 
■lbr t SieilyJ and to Loin the Chevalier de Valbelle} or to aft 
feparately, as occasion offered. 

They fey the pj£ Vivonne will fet fail with his 

fleet about the beginning of the firft moon; He is efteem- 
ed a good foldier, though, fume' of the grandees and peers 
of the realm envy him, in regard be was jpifed to the 
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^igb dignities he poffeffes through the mediation df his 
fitter, Madame de Montefpan, one of the king** concu- 
bines ; for he was befoie only Count of Vivonne, but now 
he is duke, peer, and marefchal of France, as alfo ad- 
miral of the Mediterranean galleys. 

The Prince of Conde, once in company with fome of 
the grandees, and making a companion between the 
Marcfchals Feuillade and Vivonne, be feid that Feuillade 
got his honour by the fwotjd, and Vivonne by the feab- 
bardi refle&ing thereby on his fitter. 

It was pot the firft time .that prince, pfed the liberty 
of his tongue in affronting peopff * t he was always daring 
and bold in fucji cafes : When he was ypung> and travel* 
ling through Picaidy, he was to pafs by a certain con* 
vent, or religious houfe on the road, where the fuperioc 
with all his dervifea came out tp meet liim, and ,to pay 
him the ceremonies and acknowledgments due to his quan- 
tity. The fupeiior vyas making a long elaborate harangue, 
in compliment to the prince, when be all in a frolic called 
aloud to know what o’clock h^was* The poor dervjfes 
ftriving who (hould jnpft readily fetisfy him, cried out all 
together, “ It is midday, my Lmd when he mad& 
thesp this wild anfwcF,* 14 Then get yop all gon*, and 
make ari end of your fpeech to the devil hy mid-night ; 
for I will hear no more of your Jong- winded flattery.” 

Thou wilt fey tthis wa* au odd fort of pxpreffion in a 
prinpe,; but it matt tfb imputed to the fterinefe of his epp- 
ifr utian, which ip hi? youth fpurred him on -to a thou* 
feud qxtowaganmes. He c$>cre<9»d in tinot, and 
fl^ad.pf, fuph niq prank? <l afce * °f his fparkhng na. 
tij^, jbp jpew inflamed with afeburs far hu. king 
and country. He was commonly called the Fiench Ef$u 
and Maw, b?ing eftee med the boldeft man in the king- 
dom* Nfaitfchal Turenue, who wa* no ftranger to his 
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genius,' ufed‘ ’to foj, «$*That ihtf ; bfiaVe Horafcicis 
Curtius, there never Was a miffbbrti of woman fo full of 
fire and fplrit as tlfe Prince of 'Coride.** " “ ’ 

* 'Y^wHich is more to be admired, that two fiich qua- 
lities (hould meet in thefarrie jgernus/ he is a great ftatef- 
foafi, as well atf a valiant foidier ; he has a prodigious aim 
it the JgdOd Or ill faccefs of enterprises /-and his counsels 
are generally fortunate, " - 
Jj? A’ 3 thefe accomplish merits barfe rendered him beloved 
by the generality of the French nation, fo his inconftahdjr, 
and fiding with different fa&ions, have made him fufpeft- . 
ed both b/ 'the tSutt and the parliaments. All fides are 
fhy of him, arrdreferved* in their addreflen. Though he 
has done fervices enough, one would think, to efface thd 
memory df his former failings, yet the civilities he re* 
ceives frdm the king are only the faint fprinklings of 
court holy water ' To hard a thing it is for an eminent 
perfon to recover the efleem which he has once loll by* 
making falfe fteps. ^ 

This monarch is obfervigl to be very conftant to thofe 
he loveai never putting to death any of his favourites, 
though he has pften caufed them to be arretted; he jV 
very affable, and of no difficult a&cefs ; civil and courted 
ous to the pdoreft people, ^turning the falutes of hiV 
fubje6ls with much condefceniion ; he is amorous alfo, 
and indulges that foft paffion in thi midft bf alt his glo- 
riyas enterprifes ; he had once fhsee miftreffes together, 
onfc whereof* was of vulgar parentage, the other was a 
noble woman, and the third a nun ; which occafioncd this 
jeff to btf put on Vim, “ .That he went about to Unite f 
the thre«reftates,>^d fallen them to the interett of the' 
crown.** *- 

Among the other diverfions of this great prince, he 
takes a particular pleafttre in magnificent buildings ; aai r 
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his nev^ palace at Verfailles isefteemed one of the won- 
ders of the world, for beauty and art. As foon as it 
was finiflied, a certain poet presented the king with this 
diftich : 

Non orbis gentem, non urbem gens Label ulla ; * 

Ufb4ye domum, dominum net domus ulla paruu. 

Sage minifter, thefe infidels flatter thcmfelves with a 
wrong idea of their own grandeur, not .confidering the^ 
invincible Ofmans are by deftiny exalted above all otjier 
nations, and that no city is comparable to Conftantinople 
for beauty and riches, nor any pl^ce fo magnificent as 
the feragho, which is the feat -of the great Sultan, lord 
of Afia* Africa, and Europe, arbitrator pf the whole 
earth. 

» Paris, 17th of the 12th Moon, of the Year 1674. ' 


XI.— To the Visier Bass tut Gonjlantinopk. 

T ^ / 

Jl am acquainted with a Fiench ,mei chant in this city, 
who often trades to Conftantinople, Smyrna, Aleppo, and 
other cities of the Levant ; he knows nothing of me or 
my bufinefs at Paris, farther than other people, who take 
me for a native of Moldavia, and one whom the* defire of 
knowledge has brought hither, where the fciences have 
taken up their refideneeq befides, they may imagine that 
the hopes of preferment in the church were one induce- 
ment to my travelling thus far from the place of my n& 
tivity, fince I have all along; profefl^d nryfelf a (Indent^ 
and candidate of the priefthood, and^t is generally known 
how familiar *1 have been with Cardinal Richlieu’an3 bis 
^{ucceffor Ma?arini. Whatever their thoughts be, thou 

mayeft allure thyfelf, th»t ia the mm I h&n ufeea «ue 
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to conceal my true circumftances, , and the, affairs,, of the 
Grand Signior entrufted to my charge.. But to come to 
the bufinefs. , • , , 

The merchant of whom I fpeak is called Monfieur.ji.e 
Vaubrun, a man of generous extraction, and by his in- 
duftry he has acquired a confiderable wealth. This per- 
foil, not long iincc, came from Conftantinople, and has. 
made it 'his bufinefs, ever, fince his return, to extol the' 
finghlar morality and juftice of the muffuhnanft. ; In all 
companies wherever he comes, it is ufual with hitU to fay* 
H The Turks arefp^rfeCt faints in comparifon with us.” 
Atid to confirm hi*%flertiOn, he relates many pretty paf* 
fages of things happening yrhilft he refided at the im- 
perial city, all m honour of the true believers; which has 
drawn upon him no fmall hatred, envy, and perfecution 
from .the*priefts, and their more bigotfced followers. Jtoyr- 
ever, he fhrinks not from his word, but ftoutly maintains 
tfie truth of his Sfortions j and fotue men of fetlfe, who 
have heard the ftori^ he tells,, and the elegant account 
he gives of our religion agd morals, cannot forbear cfy- 
higoUt, •< They are almoft jirofelyted to the* Mahometan 
faith.”' * ' ’*• ; i* ", 

'Among'tfie reft, he recounts ^'extraordinary occur— 
iehce : whkftt* happened to himfelf at ; hia parting frdm 
Cbrifhlntmople, which I thought it worth while to ac- 
quaint t^et with, in regard it is much t$ken notice of in 
Paris by all that hear it, and ccftduces not a little to raffe 
ffl thfe French^ an higher efteem of the mufTulnians and 
our holylfatth than they Were wont to have. 

* ''It fee ms MonfiViirde Vaubrun 1 had 'entered into a ftriCl 
'partherfhifrwith^uftapfiia Zsri, a native ofTurcdmairia, 
dwelling at -Coiiftantinoplej and trading in ftllcs ; ilieir 
mutual traffic and correfpOndende hdd* j for 1 the fpadcf*t>f 
four tars, at the ■ end ofwhich . the. 
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caikdhome to his native country, by letters from feme 
of . his friends, to take poffeffion of an eftate hevfriy fallen 
tp him by ,the death of an uncle, he gkve his partner no- 
tice of it, telling him his refolution was fixed to depart 
very fpeedily from the Porte, and take his voyage for 
Fiance ; at the fame time defiring that the accounts be- 
tween them might be fettled, which 'was done according- 
ly; and in calling them up, it was agreed upon by both, 
that this Monficur Vaubnin remained indebted nine hun- 
dred fcquins to Muftapha Zari. There was no conten- 
tion in the cafe; Monficur very readily gave him five 
bags fealed, and defired him to tell: the money* “ No, 
(replied Muftapha) we have, dealt together thus long, 
and I have found you an honeft man ; Clod forbid that 1 
(hould mi ft ru ft my friend at our lall parting.” 

/Phis was done the day before Monficur de 'Vaubrun 
was to take his leave of Con flan tinople ; for he had hired 
horfes to travel by land to Smyrna, lp/bufinefs fo requir- 
ing ; therefore both parties being v*4ll fatisfied, they bid 
adieu to each other, wifhing my^tual happinefs. The next 
day Monfieur de Vaubrun took horfe for Smyrna, hav- 
ing difpatched all his affairs at the Imperial Porte. 

It fo happeued, that Ss foon a* he was gone, Muftapha 
had occafion to pay a thoufzvnd five hundred fequma to a 
merchant of Holland ; wherefore, having newly received 
thofe live bags from his partner, he, .with them, r made up' 
the .fum due to the Dutchman, faying withal, that be 
had not told the money in' thofe five bagfe in regard ne^ 
took them oq the credit of a very worthy and honed 
man,’ ‘who. had been hi 3 partner; but tpe jealous Chriltian 
would not (how fo much generality V^far prefently 

broke up the feal? in the pre fence of Muftapha, and hav- 
ing tol^ovcr the money, faid it was all right, and was 
very fairly putting it up again ; but Muitapha, who 
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a quick eye, and being well verfed in telling of money, 
perceived there was a great overplus, above nine ‘hundred 
fequinsr; wherefore he bid the Dittcbmah hold his hand, 
till he had told the bags over himfelf, for he fufpe&ed 
there was fome mtftake. The Nazarene durftnot deny 
a true believer this privilege under the Grand Srgnior’s 
prote&ioa, whatever he would have done in his own 
country; fo that when Muftapha had run the money 
over, he found eleven hundred and fiftytfequins in bags 
by themfelves, amkgave the reft to the Hollander: In a 
word, having diQmtched that payment, he fent an ea- 
prfefa a way im media t lily, with the two hundred and fifty 
fequing to McmfieUr de Vaubrun, who he knew was to 
tarry fome days at 'a town on the road, about twenty 
leagues from Conftantinople, commanding the courier to 
t deliver h'inif this meflage in writing: “ My friend, God 
forbid that I ftiould detain any thing beyond my right, 
or deal with the^sa certain Frank would have done by 
me ; for thou knowol that I took the money on thy cre- 
dit, without telling it ; £mt being to pay it away tlus 
day to a (Dutch merchant, he not having the fame faith, 
would tell It ; and- finding thefe two hundred and fifty 
fequina Over and above the funS fuppofed to be in the 
bags, jet would have fmuggled them in liis Dutch con- 
fcience, had not I difeemed his fra inland prevented 
him, (fend them to thee as thy right, fuppofing it was 
fome overfight* God prohibits «all injuftice." 

This relation I had from Monfieur de Vaubrun’s own 
mouth, and I tell thee it makes a great noife in Paris : I 
leave it to thy mhtur^ ^efolves, whether that honeft muf- 
fulman delfrwcflrsmt fome particular and public honour 'to 
be done him, who by fuch a rare adjiou of juflice, has 
railed a noble chara&er of the muflulmans among the in- 
fidels. r 
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Moft illuftiious and fcrene bafla, I pray the all-mighty 
and all good God, to have thee in his holy protection, 
and augment thy virtues and felicities.* 

Paris, nth of the 3d Moon, of the Year 1*75. 


XII. — To Ibrahim Eli Zfid, Hadgt, Effendu Preacher 
to the Seraglio. 

Here has happened fomething pf late, which the 
prieftb magnify as an apparent whilft, foi ought 

I know, it is only a pure effeCl of native. 

Thou art not to learn 'that the Nazaienes have their 
&ints ii> great veneration ; that ilu-y invoke them in thfcir 
neceflities, fet up their images and pirtures in temples to 
be adored ; that they preferve thui boues^afhes^ hair, 
gaimeuts, or any thing that deferves the name of a fa- 
ded relic ; ^at they enfhrine tlufe ity^Slins, urns, chefts, 
and other veflels of gold and ill vtr, ^adorned with pieci- 
( OUs ftonet.; that they place them in their mofques, as in 
ianCtuariea, fometimes under their altar-., at qthcr times 
upon them ; fome in particular .orator its or chapels, ci- 
thers iathe choir ; thafrthey carry them in proceffion in 
times of public calamity, and on certain festivals, think- 
ing by this means to pacify the wuth of Heaven, afyd 
draw down the divine benediction. x Thou art not igno- 
rant alfo, that they "believe the faints are guardians of 
certain kingdoms, provinces, cities, families, and even Jf 
private performs. * • 

Hence $t. Denis is. efteemed the patron of France, $t. 
Jfiiqea of Spain, St. George of fngl^^j^fa of other 
nations. Each city alfp has ks peculiar guardian faint ; 
hence St* Anthony is accounted the patron of Padua, 
St. Mark of Venice, and,, to come to the purgofp*. 
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Genevieve is adored by the citizens of Paris as the pa* 
tronefs of this place. * 

There is a beautiful temple built in honour of her* on 
the higheft ground in the city, which alfo is caUed by 
her name, the mountain of St. Genevieve ; on the de- 
cline of this there is a fountain of delicate watcV, which 
is called the fountain of St. Genevieve. 

They attribute many miracles to this female faint, 
fome of which (he performed in her lifetime,* others af- 
'tCr her death, if we may believe what the pfiefts affirm, 
r tmd What is recorded in the hiftory of her life, 1 in the hh- 
nah of Paris, and ‘the archives of tire convent belonging 
.to her temple; for there is a certain number of dervifes 
of the chief nobility in Paris* who confecrate thcmfelves 
for ever to a religious life, in honour of this virgin. 

; They meet twice a-day in the chorr of the churdi, All 
arrayed in lonff robes of Jvvhite linen, where they chant 
aloud the praif^tfSt. Genevieve ; as oft they afTcmblc, 
at different hours, In a private chapel in their cloifters, to 
perform the like devotions. Thofe who are chofen into 
this order, are all perfons of fweet and lovely counte- 
nance^ graceful demeanour, and learned education. Ohe 
fhall not fee fo much regularity, order, and devout mb- 
defly, ill any church in IJfris,' as appears in this, at the 
time of celebrating their divine myllerie^ Yet, for ought 
1 knovj, all this may be but hypocrify and pious artifice, 
to attraft the greater reverence from the people who are 
Jprefent at* their ceremonies i I'myfelf was aftonifhed once, 
when b?ing there, I faw a beautiful youth' approach the 
altar with a golden- cenfor, hanging at a chain, which he 
held in^^wnd/wnilft with * the other he wafted t!he 
rich perfume towards the ftatueS, which ftood on lugh 
behind the altar ; he had the very fignature of virtue in 
Kis fact, befides a certain luftre that feemed to fpring all 
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on a Hidden fnto his t yes and cheeks, difcovering fome 
inward rapture of his foul ; methought' he looked like 
one of the pages of Eden, as they afe described in the 
holy Alcoran. 

I proteft it Was impoffible for me to fix my eyes upon 
him, and not to feel the palfions of Platonic love ; he de- 
ported himfelf with a grace wli'cfy cannot he expreffed. 

Afterwards 1 contracted an intimate familiarity with 
him, on the account of Arabic, which he learns of me 5 
he is a perfon of excellent natural abilities, and well f 
ve r fed in languages, and all manner ‘of clivine and human 

.. . 00, * f « k f 

learning. » 

Paidon this dig 1 wffiui, vcna-ble hadgi, in regard I 
could not forbe'ii mentioning a perfon of whom I have 
a great dtal more to fay than can well be comprifed in one 
letter. Hereafter I will communicate a farther account 
of him, whilft I now return to the church of St. Gene- 
vieve. In the upptr p?rt of the cj j»r, four pillars of 
jafper, with four golden images angels on the tops, 
fttpport the Ihrinc of this faint, wherein li$s inclofed all 
that remains of her body ; feveral wax tapers burn be- 
fore it day and night ; the devouter fort of pfeople kneel 
and kifs the pillars which fuftain^ the admirable relics ; 
they bring their lintn and other veftmc its to thg prieft 
who is appoinft^'for this office ; he fallens them in the 
cleft of a long pole, w and then raifes that end qp to the 
ihrine, which is very near as high 3 s the roof of the 
church ; he touches the Ihrine with the linen, & c. ana 
having done fo, he takes it down again, when pronoun- 
cing a benediftioii on it, in the ncme pf the faint, he re- 
stores it to the party whofe it is. * V* 

They believe that linen, or any thing elfe belonging 
to the body, being fo touched ^nd blelfed, has power to 
chafe away maladie*, to preferve them frdm danger^, to 
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cafe women in cjiild-birth, and to make them profper ia 
all things ; fo profound is the attach which they havp 
for this famous faint. 

But whether there be any thing more in it than fu~ 
perftition and bigotry, God only knows ; however, ^he 
inhabitants of Paris efteem this (hrine, as the , Trojans 
did their Palladium, and the Romans their Ancilc, which 
fell from Heaven, as Numa Pompilius made them be- 
Jieve. # 

* When the city is threatened with any ptXbhc calamity* 
this (hrine is taken down with abundance of pomp and 
folemnity, and carried in proceflion through the ftreets^ 
thinking thereby to divert the vengeance of Heavtn, and 
appeafi? the anger of the Omnipotent. 

Such was the cafe here lately ; there having fallen fuch 
an overplus of continual rains, as threatened to deftroy 
all the corn and herbage, with the fruits of the earth, 
beiides the damaj^^lready done to innumerable petfona 
in their houfes and ghods by the vail inundations. 

This occafioned a decree to come out for the taking 
down the^ody of St. Genevieve, and carrying it in fo* 
lemn proceflion to the temple of Notre-Dame ; which 
was accordingly performed the 17th of this moon. 
In the proceflion were feen all the religious orders in 
this cit^, both of men anS women, the^arliament of 
Paris, the chamber of accounts, the ctfurt of aids, the 
court of moneys, with the whole J>ofiy of the citizens. 

^ i But no fopner was the (hrine of St. Genevieve brought 
into the Open air, t w lit n the rain ceafed, the clouds dif- ] 
perfed, and the (Icy ferene and clear j and fo it^ 

has contifiw^ever^fltJe. , { 

' The priefls will have tin's to be an efFe£l of St. Gene- 
vieve’s interceffion with God for the province and city 4 
.committed to her patronage j and the people are wii* 
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ling* enough to believe ft. If thie (hrinebe Hsefficadous 
in caufingr rain when there is a drought, as the inhabi- 
tants of Paris affirm, it may not unfitly be compared to 
the Lapis Manalk of the ancient Romans. This was a 
certain great ftone, which, in time of, eaceilive dryneJJs, 
the Romans ufed to draw into the city with vaft ropes, 
by the gate Capena, whilft the priefts of the god Man 
danced before it^nd aU the vcftalsleft thefacredfire to 
follow the proceffion ; they drew the (lone to the temple 
of the goddefs Flora, v where., they ftrewed upon it an 
handful of withered flowers and herbs ; then immediately 
it began to rain, and they let the fkme licr there, as a 
memorial befoie the temple of the goddefs, till they had 
enough of that, fort of weather to fccure the growth and. 
maturity of the vegetables, and then they: drew it back 
again: in the iame manner as before, only each veflpl now 
carried, fome of the facred fire in an learthen veffcl, where* 
at before they carried none. ,\.i * *■ 1 r , 

Whether there be any read efficacy in thofe religious 
ceremonies or no, is not in my power to determine ; but 
it- is certain that every nation confides much iwrthe myf* 
terics taught them by their priefts. The force of edu- 
cation prevails on moft vnen, even to old age, in regard 
they think it an impiety to examine or queftion the tra- 
ditions of th*V r fathers, efpeciaHy when Heaven itfrif 
confirms their implicit faith, by . Teeming to regard and 
anfwer their religious addreffes, in fo peculiar s manner 
as thefe forementioned inftances defcribc. 

Sage effendi, tell , mo whether it be heref/;to affirm, 
that God has fent prophets into^H nationty each furnifh- 
cd with his mftru&ions and do&ifflia agreeable to the 
genius of the people whom they were to;teach ; and that 
he is not difpleafed at the various rites and ceremonies 
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by which every diftinll region and climate adore hit Di« 
vine Unity. > > 

Satisfy me in this, and then thou ihalt be more than 
Apollo in my eiteem $ for I am full of doubts* 

ftlrii, xoth of the 6 th Moon, of the Year i6y$. 

* , 


ij o o K' ir, 

LETTER I . — To Dgnet Oglou. 

t 

Sometimes I could wf(h myfelf without a fpleen, it 
overwhelms me in fuch deep melancholies ; yet when' 
I confer the fame vital is a neccffary inftrument o f 
mirth and laughter* I reverfe that wifti again ; not that? 
I am fond of a ra^uty which makes tzs refemble ap& ra- 
ther than men* though the philofophers fay the contrary ; 
but I correft my partial thoughts, which would lay the 
fault on my body, when my mind is chiefly to blame j 
foe he that is mailer of his reafon need not fall into ei- 
ther extreme, to be always grinrifng like Democritus, or 
howling with Heraclitus, jleiignation and tranquillity 
are the golden mean 5 and he that iteps^aver thls» line, 
on one fj^e or other, falls into the fame vanity which 
he bemoans or ridicules m the rdft of mortals. 

\* I have itudied to know this world, and the nature of 
all thingsfbut am never the wifer, after fo many years of 
fcarch ; I have perufed^siny books, and converfed with 
more men, y*t non?“m therh aH can inform me of a cer- 
* tainty what I am myfelf \ how then (hould I be able to 
comprehend the offences of other things ? Henceforth I 
will lay afide this inquifitivc folly, and be carelefs, till 
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death (hall either quite ettingnifh fo troublefome a paffion, 
or fully fatisfy it with new difcoveries. 

In tliat feparate (late, I hope to fee in open light the 
naked forms bf things, without the interpofition of a veil 
or glafs to thicken and du(k the profpedl ; whereas in 
this life, we are fain to peep into the world through the 
clofe windows of our fenfes, which are fo overlaid and 
darkened with the duft our paffions raife, belides the na- 
tural dulnefs of their cOmpofition, that we are fain tor 
run from pannel to ^annel, and ufe the optics of philo- 
fophy to hdp our fight ; yet, after £D, we ftill are pur- 
blind, and fo are like to be during this mortal life ; but 
when once this prifon of ours (hall be demoli(hed by a 
temped of misfortune, or by fame fadden di fader, of it 
{hall moulder away through ficknefs, age, and native 
Weaknefs, thus crumbling to its primitive dud, 'then (hall 
the foul expand itfelf, and fly at large ill the open 
fifrmamCiSt of wifdom, light, 'and fcicjp\,. 

• My Dgnet, let thou and I be ctontoni to bear the in- 
conveniences of thefe earthly cages for a while, and in a 
little time we (hall be coniigned Over to eternal liberty, 
I defigned to have (aid more, but I tell thee I am too 
melancholy ; therefore •adit u for the prefent. 

Paris, 19th of the 8th Mosn,«ff the Year 1675, # • 


II— To Hamet, Rei's Effendi, Principal Secretary of 
the Ottoman Empire • 

It is above ten years ago fin^e I gatfe thee an account 
of the renowned' Marefshal de TRT^nue, whe*em I did 
not pretend his complete hiffcory, or prefent thCe wkh * 
his full chamber) but only to inform thee of fome re- 
markable pafiages in his life, and to draw an imperfeA 
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idcaof his virtues, which though they were very great, 
yet were not fufficient to fkreen him from the chance of 
war, and the ftrok$ of a violent death* 

. On the fix*and-twenticth, pf the moon of July, this 
great general Having given all neceflary orders for a 
battle with the Imperialifts in Alfatia, was furveying a 
certain raifed ground near Strafburgh, on which he de- 
signed to plant a battery, when a cannon Shot from the 
^town, guided by fate more tluin by the gunner’s aim or 
•Skill,. came grazing along on the .earjtb, aricLin its career 
gave this hero a, mortal blow on the br&affTqf which he 
inftantly died without fpeaking a word. 

There was an officer of the artillery in his company, 
who fpled the courfe of the bullet at a diftancc, ■ and 
happily ftarted out. of the* way, He reports, that Mon* 
fieur Tucenne faw the fame, but whether out of the 
great nefs of his (pirit, which would not fuffer him to 
appear timorous clWeath, or whether his extreme thodghi- 
fulnefs on the apprcfllching battle, kept lijm from pro- 
viding for bis own fafety, it is certain hr flood immove- 
able, and fuftained the fatal, broke which coll him his 
life. 

The court of France lamcn^his death with extraor- 
dinary demon ft rat ions of forrow, and fo does all the 
kingdoif! ; indeed they haw* rcafon, France having ne- 
ver font into- the fteld a man more tfCcoflSpliftved with all 
• v , 4 

the virtues and heroic qualities requifite in a great gene- 

^i. 

They relate* two or three remarkable paifages of his 
life, which cither happqnec^ fince l wrote my former lettfifc 
to thee about him, cfc-rif leaft they came not to my know? 
'ledge at that time. 

One was a dittle after his brother the Duke of' Bouik 
Ion's 4eatb, t when he was feen to weep very aftedioUatdy, 
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though he endeavoured to hide his paflion from the 
t&fervation of others ; which was taken notice of as an 
argument of his compaflionate temper, and that aH the 
blood which , had been fpilt r in his fight* and under liis 
condu&» had not diminiftied his natural tenderhefsund 
humanity.. / • /■ 

He , was fincerely modeft, without giving the world 
any occafion to judge that he -only affe&ed to appeaf fb ; 
for when any of his friends or creatures would ruif intc^ 
hyperboles in extolling his a&ions, he would nov by a 
feigned humility, and denying all th^y fa*d* lay a train 
for greater flatteries, but he fo dKcteetly moderated* his 
anfwers, that at the fame time he appeared feflfihfe- of -his 
true merit, without the leaft fymptdtn of arrogance* * or 
vainglory. v • 1 

So when fome lords came to condole the lpfs of- his 
brother, that they might comfort him, they tpiied. the 
difcourfe to a panegyric on himfelf, J^lily extolling the 
whole feriea of his heroic performances j but looking on 
them with . a fteglfaft gravity, and fetching a deep figh> 
he replied, M It is the opiniefn of the'worW tbatl am 
fomething verfed in the affairs of war ; It 1 would be an 
ungrateful prefumptiorio to oppofe the public fentimeht ; 
but I can affure you, there is nothing" mote certain 1 than 
that much of .my knowledge* in this kind lVotvirfg to my 
deceafed brother, who by rules taught me many advan- 
tageous improvements of. martial difcipline ; and I teartf- 
ed not a little from his own examplary conduA.” . , 
Another remark they make is bn the KBerakty of this “ 
general, and his contempt of riches ; for he really imptr- 
verifhed himfelf to reward and grhtify his ; friends ; itheL 
irig a word very copimon in hie mouth, That he 'would 
live on the' king’s pay, and his friends fhotild live*' on his 
eftate.” .Yet he was but a younger brother; which made 
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his wife often fey, “ That were it not for, the king’s mo- 
ney, her hufband entertained fuch a retinue of noble beg- 
gars about him, that (he feared both he and, (he mud in 
a little time take up the fame trade, and; turn . mendicants 
themfelvcs.” ij 

It is credibly reported of this great man, thal he fct 
his heart fo little on money as not t;o know one piece of 
coin from another, nor their different value in exchange* 
^ .Quce he was heard to fay thefe words to fome of the 
nohle^who. were difepurfing on wealth » “ "f wonder (faid 
he), what pjeafiw^vinen can take, in hoarding up great 
heaps oftmonet ; For., my part* if at^the end of the year 
4 (hould find in my coffers ugreat^reafure of gold left, 
it <would naufeateme as much as if juft when I had made 
a full dinner, I (hould be forced to fit ftill and glut my- 
jielf . by: eating ofthefame difhes over again.” 
v. And that which; is moft to be admired is, that even in 
his pld age, to ^cli avarice is fq natural, his purfe was 
always, open, and hS^gave away We money as liberally as 
hi hi® youth 5 , fo that when he was dead, they could find 
Op more than fiye bundled crowns in his keeping ; be- 
sides he died much in debt, which, he contracted on the 
army’s account,, that they (hou^ not want their pay in 
djue feafoq ; but it is. laid the king either has difeharged 
thefe debts, v or waft .do it ijf% little, time. 

, , He was, a man of.no great prefence, dfher for tallnefe 
or graceful, features, beipg of au ordinary fize, and heavy 
countenance, with a .mien and air more like, a citizen or 
«i mechanic than ,a folcJier, which juftifies. the old pro- 
verb? ", That, .the face is opt. always the true index of the 
heart for - all. tfte'wj^ftfknpws .that he was a man of 

great reiblurtipn and bravery. . , 

.They attribute many of his yuftopes to ftis regular and 
fegg,. pthejs to W« .fortune ; whilft they cannot 
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deny that foxac wcrc wing entirely to the force of his 
in vincible courage. 

It were eafy to relate many inftanc^s of this kind; but 
I will not tire thy patience } my letter is already ftr etch- 
ed beyond its defigacd limits, yet it comes far fhort of 
reaching the character of this prince ; however it would 
be invidious not to inform thee of all I know concerning 
him worth obfervation. 

In the time of the civil wars, after he had abandoned 
the party of the niafcont©^ ^ wasmade pmf&of 
one of the king's armies, he gave anpdxnirable proof of 
his undaunted valour ; for when he hid but three thou- 
fand five hundred men with Him, and thqfc in a nsaandr 
hemmed in by fourteen thoufend of the rebels, fo that 
there was but one pafs left whereby he mightefcape, and 
he was ftrongly prefled to make ufe of that advantage s 
14 No, (fays he) I will not any longer Eve to fee my fo- 
vercign (hut out of his own cities yiffhieans barred her 
gates againfl him, even whilft the long's forces were «*- 
tire, before they had received any lofe or defeat# and can 
we expert they will be anywhere more favourable- to 
him, when they {hall behold us flying from our vi&orkraa 
enemies ? No, this fatal day (hafl either put a check to 
their fuccefs, or give a period to my life/ 1 And the e- 
vent anfweredhis expectation ; for he entered into battle 
with the Prince" of Conde, and routed ah his forces; 
ever fince which he c h<ifr done the french king fo many 
eminent ferviees, as amply matfe amends for Jiia two years 
revolt, k 

He is now gone to the srfhfit world,, uot as to a cam- 
paign, but to celebrate an eternm'triumph among the fa* 
zboub heroes of the, earth. 

The king has," in honour of bis merits, caufed h is bo* 
dy to be buried m the temple of St. Denis, srbev* all 
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the blood-royal of France is reported, showing in tjiis 
how little difference he makes betweep him that fits on 
the throne, and him that well fap$tts it. 

Illftftrious Harriet 4 , I pray Heaven infpire the Saltan to 
reward {hee and all his faithful minifters and* brave gene-* 
rals with particular Honours, proportionated© every manfs 
diftindfc merits and -fervices. * Adieu. 


Paris, 4th of the 9J1 Moon, of the year x 675. 





* III — To the Kaimacham. 

TwiRt happen 'many remarkable events in a year, which 
I cannot prefently tranfmit ah account of for want of 
timely intelligence. letters aie often finiOied and 

fealed, ap&d fometimes fent away Jbcfore I hear of the tak- 
ing of fudh a cilw Or ftrong hold, of this vi&ory oh/the 
French fidfe, or thSNfcjccefs on the part of theii* enemies, 
the Germans, Spaniards, and Hollanders ; and I do not 
think it worth while to trouble the minifters of the Porte 
With an afteivdifpatch, only to inform them of fome^fiege, 
battle, or other petty occurrence, as oft as they come to 
niy knowledge ; choofing rather ¥0 recapitulate in one 
letter at the end of the yea£> all fuch paffages as were o- 
irtitted hetbre^ that fo my intelligence, howler disjointed 
and parceled out into fragments, may yet at laft be fet 
together again, and made entire* * t » 

YJTKus the taking of Befii^and jrv RoufTilIon from the 
Spaniards, Tjy the Mavefchal de Schomberg, was hot a 
matter of that importance^ *to deferve a particular letter 
on puTpofi? to 4 keep time with a£tipn ; yet it is convenient 
to infert it in this fummaiy of tranfa&ibnji omitted in my 
fbfttter letters, that fo the Ottoman regifter may not be 

jnn.fr . a * c 
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impci fc& and d«fe&ivc. Tllis foitrcfs'Vas taken about 
midfumnier, after an nitrciichment of ftven days. 

13ut fortune, though flic feems to have declared in fa- 
vour of the French arms, yet, to (how her inconftancy, 
iometlincs turns her finilcs into frowns, and feems foi a 
while to leave them in the lurch. 

On the’nth of the 8th moon, there happened an ac- 
cident at Treves, which' occafioned the lofs of that town 
to the confederate enemies of # France, and a little cloud-* 
ed the glory of the Marefchal de Ciequi’s arms, who had 
hitherto fought fuccefsfully, *nd gained the reputation of 
a very wife and prudent general. 

It feems the governor of ^Treves, whom they call the 
Sieuv Vignory, had ciders to come out of the town that 
very day,, and join the Marefchal de Crequi with five 
ihoufand men of the gartifon, to put in execution fome 
defign* they had upon the confederate farces, which lay 
not far oil'. The governor, in coptfniajice with the or- 
der, was marching his mtn over a bridge*, when bis horfe 
fnddcnly ftarting at ilu discharge of a pi/lol, fell with his 
rider into the ditch, wheic they both perilhed. Now 
this unfortunate gentleman not having difco\cicd his fe- 
t:rct 01 du* to any perfdn living, his lieutenant being igno- 
rant of the delign, and troubled at this, unhappy acci- 
dent, cauled^he five thoufand men to march bSck again 
into the town ; in the mean time, the Marefchal de Cre- 
qui in vain expe&eil (he coming of thefe recruits, and 
finding liimfelf too weak to refill tlie more numerous' 
Hoops’ oF his enemies, was forced to give Vay, whilft 
they advanced to befiege the .town, the main thing which 
he aimed to prevent. In this ftrait he had nothing elfe 
to do but to throw himfelf with his forces into the town', 
that fo his piefenCe might . fupply the dead governor’s 
place, till the king’s pleafure were known. Hb defend- 
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ed the plac* wit# much refolution and braver)- ; but by 
the treachery of a certain captain belonging to the garri- 
fon, it was a£ length taken, after abundance of bloodfhed. 
This traitor's name 'was Do/ejonrdan ; he 5 held a private 
cortefpcmdence with the enemy, informed -them of the 
difadvantages the town lay undo* corrupted fcvcral of 
the gatrifon, and -did all things that might facilitate the 
redu&ion of the place ? for which he was defervedly 
hanged, having been dclivereds into the hands of the 
% French by thofe who, though ^tlnj^tnadc ufe of the trea- 
fon, yet could not but abhor the traitor. ‘ • 

The Imperialifts took courage upon • this fuocefs, arid 
began to think that" finre the death of Martfchah Tu- 
reAne, fortune had abandoned the intereft of France* and 
entered into the confederacy’ with them/'; Hereupon 
Count MontecucuK, bn the 20 th of the 8th moan,.invc;fe- 
ed Haguenau, ^rong place in the hands of the French* 
but tile approach H, the Piince ©fCoQjde footi made him 
iftife the liege ; fince Vhicli there .has been Little of adiqn 
on either fidcVfave the taking of Thuin, a town f loated 
on the Sombre; atid which commands all the country be- 
tween that rive^and tlie Meufc. - It was furrendered .to 
the French about the; beginning^of the nth moony on 
condiriioi* thtft^tke p^vifege^of the* inhabitants fhould be 
prefervoiS/ and that they fhould ndt^be forced to maintain 
the king'^jgariifiwn^ T * .‘*ro ■ «r * . ? 

Ther^ have been fetefyjfome Editions inrth^jjrovlnces 
ofBrmgrce^and Guienne, faid.toie fecnetly /abetted by 
the parliaments of B ou tdea u sc an d J R ennee ;fcr>xvbich the 
king ha9 fignified his difpkaftire^Jjy rembving thofe aT- 
femblies to other places* after hiving, infli&ed fevere and 
•exemplary pnnifhments on the ringleaders ofLfche tumults. 

And now this monarch feeips'tabc vveaty v of the,- fa- 
tigues of .war, having publilhed a-manifdto*: wherein. lie 
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romplam, of the injury done to Prince William of Fur- 
ftembtig, plenipotentiary from the Rilhop of Cologrfc ; 
declares that he had leafon to (how hisviefenjments of an 
aFiont given tb lm ally contrary to the law of nations; 
flint nnerlhelffs he had labotirtd for the genetlil pcdcc 
of Chrillendom, and was now in the fame inclination : 
On which account he fent the Sieur Gofbett, mafter of 
the requeftp, and ihc Count cP Avaux to Nimeguen, there 
tomflift at the conferences of peace. 

Some fay this prqpofttibn to peace is the efleft of a 
vow the king made, when he was lately affli&ed with a 
violent fever. Be it how if will, the captains and foldiers 
on all fidcs are agreed to ceafe from* ads of hoftilitydur 
ing this cold feafon, finding it much more comfortable to 
wallow in bth of down, -than to lie abroad in the fnow, 
and t$ lay clofe liege to a good fire, than to campaign it 
in trenches fulf of water and ice. yr 

IlTuftrious tainifter, I praj God jf lake thee happy all 
the f rnr feafons of the year $ but Specially to ghre thee 
his winters bleffing, a waim honfe, an agreeable bed-fel- 
low, plenty of the gifts of Ceies and Bacchus, a merry 
heart, and a good flomach., 

» • W . _ 

Faria, 7th of the izth Moon, of the Te*r 1675 


IV.~T(^AbPei/ Melsc, Muli Omar, Prejtuent of the 
College of Sciences at Fez. 

v packet came juft now to my hatods, iifan hour of 
felicities, under a nbbk and propitious aflerifm ; the don- 
ft'ellations above fmile bnMiahmut at this feafon 5 a tlmufand 
jfoft and ferene pleafures dfftil upon my fouf; a pearl of 
heavenly 4ew fits on every blooming thought ; my heart 
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is like^i garden fff the mornings of an autumn fojftiee, 
frcfti and f^grant , though drooping for age. 

I have fpent th^ ipring and fummer of iny life m*error, 
ignorance, and vanity 5 jt h time -that I fhould provide 
for tTie winter of my age a dock of folid Wifdom and vir- 
tue ; and neaven, tt> flidw its love and‘care mi mortals, in- 
fpired thee with the generous thoughts of siting me 
once more by jhy fage intlrudlions. Thy difpatth con- 
tains' fuch a fcherne of philofophy and rca lo p as never can 
be refuted ; thou art- the Apollo of the age/ 4 . 

Glory be tq God, majeftic, living, and ftrong, eternal # 
father and fource of lights, fountain of intellectual per- 
fections, original treafvJry. of* reafon, with whom remain 
from everlatlifig ages the ideas of all things paft, prefen t,' . 
and jo come, the patterns of things vifible and invifible, 
the ex^mplers of every, thing that has, had, (hall, or can 
have exiftence k the uniyerfe : Blelled be the Word and 
Breath of Gqd,£V* Spirit pjf iife and underftanding, which 
in the determined periods of time enters into holy fouls, 
(making Jthem. the favourites of the Moft High and prd* 
phets. , • ' /j* ^ . 

That fpirit defceftds fometimes, abd 'on fome perfons, 
like a gentle (ho^er in haryeft, b»t on thee it pours ilowu 
like the.river^^njafigdifc, in vail arid mighty catara&S) 
wiJidom ^jvftflows * thy foul as the Nile ; the ft ream 9 there- 
of are ftrong and rapid as the currents of Tigris and Eu- 
phrates i rich and inebriating is^tRe waters of Jordan j 
thy mmd is. covered with a deluge of feitnee. 

O immSlrcclhble wijfdom !’ blcfted is tfic man that- has 
:hec for his paiftiou, in . , this life ! The gold has no value’ 
:>r beauty when compared with thee ; the diamond and 
Tapphire fade and look dull $ and the choicelt pearls .of the * 
Qricnt lofe their luftfl: in thy prefence. Doubtlefs wil- 
dom ihines for ever, and is incoVruptible ; it is a^iure re*- 
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fpkndeht eflfchce flowing from the etfrnal glor^ a fin*j 
cere enranationvfrom the divine natuie, the fpojlefr mirror 
of Odd, wherein he beholds his own jmmoital exceOen* 
cits ; it is ten thou fan d titnes^mgi c ferene than the light 
itfelf, blighter than the fun, pufcex than the iky,a0dmore v 
fpirkhug than all the Iroft of the iters ) the ^glittering 
erbwd oftslngeh rfre edtpfed in hei prefence, and all* th< 
rfctlmnPordeis of the bleflcd above fervt but as foils to fet 
forth her fupjjrlative and all-penetjating cdmfcationsl ♦ »' 
4 Gud brought her (pith- fi om the womb of his Unfa- 
thomable depth; Hie fprung from the treasures which cam- 
not be cxhpufkd ; in the morning of the world (he roof- 
ed the benumbed chaos whit her efficacious beams ; h^ 
niCigygase life and form to the confuted and cfarkiabyfs* 
ihe (bines fiofh one extiemity of the univerfe to anq||ier, 
illuminating infinite fpoCea ; (h* is a* refulgeai .circle of 
light, Whofe centre is every where, but whofe ciroamfer-T 
t nee is not to befound. m > 

A(k tfiofe who pitch their pavilions abovtrglb worlds* 
%[e outlying camps of the Omnipotent, who guard did 
' frontiers of the Wiftful legions, mnd walk the rounds of 
our remoteft heaven, the caelum empyaaespn, to fire its bea-r 
cons on the difeovet y o<f any foreign invafidn threatened' 
by fome new ugftart repXibho of h$rtch<*J m the 

cold and fio/cn climates of tlie endlcfs ertpujifd^ dikthtefe, 
I fay, Whether they fever could t*a# the* etenUrl wif^oth 
in her flights, ot fmS jfte folitary haunts of evcrlafting 
rearfbn? They may puifuc the (glot wins chafe +*sm. the 
untraced waftelf of the> uhlintited, dwfortee^'teft matter, 
as well as through the fJbccd gelds and parks* the inejof- 
ed laridafcurked grounds bf this known world ; but alf in 
vain j: .there is no catching what is infinite ; the ivingst 
of dll cieated fancicb ,are too (hort and weak ; the cheru- 
bim S tljbmfclves and ieraphitfcs are far too floW to feast fo 
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fwlft a prey ; wifdom is wild as ‘dunce, concealed as na-> 
tuie; yet fixed as k dwftifiy. ^ * « 

bhe dwells beyond the fcigbeft: heavens j her throac is, 
iaacwffible, yet (he Jills all things with her piefcnce ; (he, 
fought for a place of repofe 00 eatth among the foijs pf 
men ; (lie t raver fed the nations by land, and vi(itcd ijitc 
ides of the fca ; (he Sefcended into the pbyfies below, and 
jrfade tier fci utiny in the horrid caverns of the globe ; at 
length (lie foundber reft in Abraham, and pitched her habi- 
•tation in Ifmad, becanfe it was fo determined of old fron} 
fempiternal ages, and recorded in the archives of fate. 
She was eftabhfhed in Mecca, the birth-place of the pro- 
w^ftiet, and "her power is rooted in Medina Telnabi, the 
place of his burial ; the holy cities are ennobled by her 
preface, and (be (hipcs in the midft of an honourable 
race, an offspring born to glory, a renowned people, a 
Tanftified progeny, a generation of worthies, a family of 
heroes, a liueag? whereon refts the favours and fmilea t>f 
the QmrtJpotbnf. 

"Ob, Arabia ! vrcU mayeft thou be called the Happy,* 
fiuce in* thee is the feat of tile eternal fapience. Go mourn, 
ye mountains of Judea ^ and all ye defolate valleys of Pa- 
Udine 1 for the dew and t^e rain ha^e forfaken you. 
Your foil Jan ^uj fbesjQH.want of iqoifture, andPyour glebe 
^s'dried^ijf; your trees wKher and fade; niithci Joes 
the ground biing forth any ^rafs or dowers ; the pnftures 
are become like a wddemefs, ®v # ef-run with briars and 
th*jy,iinKl ,y<wr arable fields arc as the Lybiai> waftes, 
batren fmd^njnrofitable^ The land that was' once called 
holy, is now become execrable, *a habitation of fatyrs and 
and dtmoh^tbecaufc wjidam hjs tunflated her refidence* 
•from Sipp, and the angelp haye decamped from the cli- 
mate of Jerqfatem* 

Rcjqic^ 0 regions bordering on the eaft of the. Red 

*.c 4 
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’ Sea ! for* with you i* a great light,, even the law brought 
down froiji heaven? and the glory of the Mod Righ o\pr- 
ihadows ypu. • * + r 

Wifdom is exalted in Arabia ; die lifts dp her head a- 
bove the top of Mount JuTriel ; (he flourishes like ^e 
pplm-tree, and fpscads her boughs as the terebinth ; ma- 
ny 'nations reft under the (hado$ of her \yide-fpread 
branches ; her ways are Uniform and beautiful, like 
alley of cypreffes, and all Her paths are fweet as a garden* 
4 of cinnamon, myrrh, and rofea ; her fruit /eecte the Esfc 
and the South ; her. faiutiferous leaves are Scattered from 
India to the land of the Moors, where thou dwelled ; 
her fragrant odour is difFufed from pole to pole. 

She is the mother of fcience and virtue ; hi her cuftoi* 
dy are the fprings of life and health, of honour and rich- 
es ; fhe has in her treafures locked up iatqpie&ble kinds 
of felicities, which (he plentifully poum forth pn theift 
that obey her inspirations ; (he appears cheerfully to them 
v that wait upon her, and no man ever dtfpaftted from her 
prefence but he fell into fadnefs ; for a certain enlivening 
influence flows from her countenance ; a teSn is caviihed 
with her converfation ; her breatjj is fweeter tham ambro- 
fia, or the vapour of caftern irtcenfe ; her thoughts are fra- 
grant as %e aromatic exhafatiq^of lyirdgs, onyx, and 
fta&e ; all words are too fliort to exprefslbier prthfes, nei- 
ther is there any ftyle or language that can defence her in- 
CQmpaiable worth therefore, with, reverence I defilb 
from faying any more ?t this time on fo fubforuM. fub- 
jte&, left* while I am prolonging the panegjrb^of wifdpm, 
I proclaim my own folly to §t (age who is familiar with 
her, and btft knows her chara&cr. * 

In the mean tim£, vouchfafe to accept of thefc lines atf 
a** teftimony |pf Ae profound veneration I have for thee, 
who art known through all Afrjc and other parts tf the 
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world to he ode of the firft ratffe amoi|g WifHom’s favour- 
ites. * 

Adieu, *great 4amp of Mauritania,* and believe that 
Mahrtfcit is no flatterer,,. 

Paris, 19th of the 3d Moon, oA the Tear itf;6 

1 

~ »- ... H. I L ..N. - 

r ' r ““ r’ 1 ' ^ ^ ‘ . 

V. — 7!p //;<? Captain Ba*ssa. 

•If I write ofteii\o the baflks of th^land, I do-notfbft- 
got the duty Lowe to him of the flea? 1 only that cWnMt 
«has not been thj jtoge of fo mSny remarkable actions m 
lihe othci ; there are na forts, cafllea, or ftrong 'cities 
built vpon the waves ; fo fettled camps, or fortnfel fieges, 
unlcfb it be upon the frozen feas withio or near the Arc- 
tic circle,. and there they only imitate the trade of war 
Co etfercife tHeir^routh. * , * 

However, on tnc pther parts of the oceap there are fly- 
ing campaigns, , Rattles* en paiTant ; and this year Jias afc 
forded fome mat ine Engagements between the Trench, 
Hollanders, and ^partfardsj not altogether unworthy of* 
thy knowledges 

jQu the 6th of the jft *nrpon, there happened a naval * 
fight between Siejjjyje Qtrefne,, dieutenant-f efterai of 
the FrcnCtr fleets, and D^Rruiter, vice-admiral of the 
Dutch, wherein the latter fuffered, confiderable damage V 
but .far greatej was their lofs.on^tp^a^d^of the .fourth 
mom^flsdahfingf when the famous dc Reiter was* killecj, 
amffevcrdl *>f the Dppih (hips £unk,Mramt, aod$aken. 
Yet that which makes the* greaSeflj noife, was a battle 
fought on the ad of thisjsrefeatAnoon, between the Ma*- 
fefchal de Vivoime, commander ^of the French fleet on the 
coaft of Sicily, and the united naval forces of Spain and 
Holland * 

c J 
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Shelve a ptt titular account of this combat, and becaufe 
I know thou chlighteft in regions of this nature, I will 
acquaint thee in* (hoit, how they hi ft encountered each 
other, and wfrat ^methods the French ufed to gainer glori- 
ous vi&Ory ©vtr*two fleets much more numerous in ftups 
than their own. » 

it was not far from the old dkngerous ftrait between 
Charyhdis and Scyllo, where the Duka de Vivonnc de- 
feried the hoftile navies making toward the place where 
he lay with hi* fl^t at anchor : The alarm was quickly* 
given, and all hands to the cable ; As foon as 1 they had 
weired, they made all the fail \hey could tow aids th^ 
enemy r The Spaniards and Hollanders had feyen-aiu^ 
twenty fhips of war, nineteen gjaUeys, and four firc-fhips $ 
tl>e French had bqt mnetetn fhips of war,*feven galleys, 
and five fireship** Tbefe got the winjd of thejr enemies, 
and attacked them fo fiercely, that, thej^drove fev*ra£ <ff 

• their capital veflefe on thofe dangerdbr rocks 4bd fands, 
where they were loft ; and they burnt thirteen more of 
then heft fhips, among which were*fche admuai of Spain, 

0 and the vice-admirkl of HolliSd. 

I ccafe to fay more of this remarkable fight, fave that 

• it is efteemed only fecund to the famous battle, of Lepan- 
to* 

* Prince of the faa* I wiilf thee^^ualluardi^\Vhetievtr 
thou fighteft againft the enemies of God and his pro- 
phet. 

Paris, r 4 th of the 6\h Moon,. of the Year tty 6. 
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VI. — To the Sage of Sages , the Mjfktibus Eremite , ft# Great 
* *Mohammld 0/ Mount if riel in Arabia* 

There is no man in this mortal life .who has not chan- 
ged his opinions one time or other ; *ft d whether it be 
an argument of wifdom or folly, knowledge or ignorance, 
to be thus mutable m our thotighte, We £nd*fcw tenaci- 
ous fa thA'r old age of the notions they entertained in 
their youth. * * * » * * 

• Wo havewfome natuial and pnoleptic. i3eas borp with 
»S, ptheis impofed upon us by our parents, nurfes* anjd 
tutors ; oifr infant fancies are lender, flexible, and recep- 
jfare ’of Uny impreffions/ like gold that yields to every 
ftVmp artd coin of a n d w favor eign. So in thp jwint* of 
human conveVfatioiiy our thoughts are moulded and formed: 
by each prevailing .genius that keeps us company $ nay* a 
taevtrrbartk that we /have an inclination for, fhalhquite obli- 
terate 'all tha*>mfore was current reafon with us , 1 and 
transform out faculties into another figure ; fo>|ftie it is 
that mankind delights, in novelty. 

Wlicthvr it bp an cf&flt of *this general weakuefa irr 
humaa nature, or of my own particular inconftancy, or, 
in fine, 'of more correct aud fnnttaar cortiidemtion, I will 
not determine ; tyit am fu^ of, that I cajinot think 
■ now of fcTOaf things a&T'have done formerly, without 
offering mat violence to my prefent reafon. I am at apt 
now to {ufpc& myftlf of dotage* gt* thefe years a*s other 
mi njfjjy* to flatten thqnfclves intq a conceit of 

tlfieirown wifdbm, and to boaft of it to others at the fame 
age 5 however, it appears' evident to me, that every mar/s 
experience pcrfe&s his (peculations ; and he who traffics 
*n the mart of philofophyon the flock of his own dif- 
covcries/ is in a fairer way to improve hfmfelf than a mao 

c6 
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that trades altogether on the -cTfcdit of other men’s con- 
ceptions* 

The latter ie but wiCdom’b fa&or, or he may be called 
a broker in the Sciences, or a banker of <other men’s ima* 
ginatione ; he fftquents the common exchange, or burfe, 
of learning j tends the books of*the ancients ; converjjes 
with the #*ts and molhatcompliflicd fpirits of the prt- 
fcnt age^ -yet after all, be has but a retail profit ; nor 
lhali he evtr have Wfcter, lb long ab he dares not venture 
fomething of liis own 

Wherea* the former L a lich fubftantidl met chant deni- 
iag on his own bottom ; he vcnt&res on the wide .ocean 
tof the wtnld’s ptevilh ceuforious humour ; ruiif the 
Kurd of (hiptvreck, and coffaiis; t^e wirfds and floffln 
of human malice do not fright him,? tior alt the rocks of 
fuperlHtion/ eftablifhed by.the laws of nations ; no fandi 
or (helves, ot^any undtumning private injure ft, jfan baulk 
bis courage, vvhilft he has the gales of Tfttth ahd tide of 
primitive reafon on his Tide ; for then he know# the com- 
mon fortune will be his jfllot, and fteer him fafe through 
all. * 9 1 1 * 

Fiorn what I have fait!, tbon'Wilt expert forae new re- 
fined thefts to diop fm*m my pen, fame very # folid dogma 
to be broached, after a te^gjuS P^Judc^ but I tell 
thte plainly I haidly know ’what I am ttf^ftte next, 
4a only that I have fortie gehe\ al notions different from 
what Lhad befoiey ^qm:erniitg the eternity of the world. 

It was formerly my opinion, and I paffed-** tipmi all 
my friends, that ndt only the matter o\ the worlcl is 
sfveilaftmg, but its prefent fopm alfo ; but rtow I believe 
the conthiry, On more rational “grounds. It is not fo 
ptrfeft as I efteemed it ; ttttf* year of njy lifp convfticei 
me of its decaying date ; it manifeftly droop9 and crum- 
bles away $ therefore, by proportion of argument we 
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ought It) conclude, “ It- is ^coiruptiblejn * its fir ft priti- 
ciples, and consequently }iad a beginning, and (hall have 
ati end,” # * 

, I f do not belike it (hall he annihilated or reduced to 
nothing; nature abhors that thought^ r b«t it ihall be* 
hinged, ructamoiphofed, and transformed. Una dks 
dab'it esetito, One day fhall confign it tp ruin, as Lucretius, 
fays ; and the fame (hall gi$l it a brighter form than ever 
iuhad, when the emth lliall becoipe pure cryftal, and the 
ftar^fhall outfhine the fun, # and the fun hitnfelf fhall be 
di Solved inLa his eternal principles of light! The philo- 
fbphers who have fpoke *of the la ft day, agree that the 
jrorld fhall b^ calcined by fire, efpccully ithofe of the Eall 
Aid South ; for they pofitfeely <.altert, “ That wheq the- 
moifture of the unfeierfc; fliaH be exhaufted and fpent, 
’the clciqentslffftl pour, forth fays Hermes Trif- 

xnegiffjis ; a tjcafury.of fitc, |ays Sophocles * ; and Ovid 
afierts that thJy ftaa fhall dried up, and all the firma- 
ment fhall appear like a furnace ; heaven and cartB fhall 
be mingled pcil-meli together ; the Greeks £ay, the woild 
fhall boil up and feum off its impurities, jufyiin, with a 
node like tluft of a tempeft or a whirlwfnd ; the Italians 
expre&'it ofchdfwife, bf ^hc.fougd a clpck makes juft be- 
fore it ifc&p the hou^r for it move# in an even and re- 
gular aneffias a fteady pulfc $jll then \ but when 

T the laft minute is expired^ tlie *wheel3>rufh all together 
with a louder noife ; fo ft all t^c^orbs above, and thefe 
inferior ^Jemeutb, when their courfe is done, break all 
'’{heir harmony, and ?#th confuted crocks anfe rulings dif- 
gorge their offences intpthe^ lap of thefe' eternal chaos, 
there to be renewed and ^c^nged again* into fir nqbler 
forms, although .the* original fubftaUce ftill remains the 
fame ; for { believe the firft matter \o be unchangeable 

x * ' * n u£$ Snrccotfv, Scribitur in fatis^&c. ^ ^ 
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Uud eternal, without beginning or end. But thfere ha\e 
patted many millions of ages* in- the produ&ton of fuch 
an infinite variety of forms ; perhaps the grounds of aero- 
logy are true, and that there were of certain periods 
* of time affixed, fitft for the pupdti& of the heavenly figns 
and conftellations, then* for the planets, and afterwJhds 
.« for the nativity of all the other beings below thg moon. 
But Mofes, the lawgiver j0id chief philofopher of the 
Jews, is of a contrary judgment y for he fays, the vege- 
tables Jiad exigence before $he dais : And fo on^does 
ti&t'know what to thi»k among thcmmll- * Foj ought I 
know, any man’s reaion migltt be received with as much 
applaufe as tHht of Mules, who. ftiould affjprt, “ That, 
there are certain horfo foriped of the piutft light, ga- 
loping up and down'thc* infinite e&psmft fipr an indeter- 
minate knts of ages, tlfe dyjj of \\hofe feet fhft railed 
the elements out of nothing, afid then, their hooffc ftdk* 
mg agamfl. the original flints of nature* TO^gat the fparks 
whidh (hall fet the world $nd God 

knows .whether the late conflagration at the imperial city 
was not owing to a f cratch of> one of thofelforfeis nails, 
though they are pleafed to lay it on the giafr^s and ky- 
filbafchi. * ** 

By my foul, I believe all things proceed frwp eternal 
chance. All that w e admire & muclr in thcJR^Id, is a 
mere higgledy-piggledy of things which may bfe, or may* 
not be, only they are<; spdifo wc mud not quafcel wkh 
any thing that has exjftence. -We behold the fjjp, moon, 
and ftar^venour* heads ; they, give us tl&iitefucceffivfc 
light by night and day ; we trartipk upon the earth un- 
der our "feet, and fail on the opjemie*, * to .which we cpn 
give no gieat trufl ;*■ at the lame tiuse, we know not the 
natures of thefe different beings ; the^fun may be but an 
eternal carbuncle* for ought we know, and tic rnqon bm 
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a crtfted Jjpphire, the reft of the planets but tlie re% 
fradlions of thefe bright e {fences, and »U the fixed ftars, „ 
but fo many fpMnttrs of the^eternal torch which lights 
the world ; and lifter all the reft, this eJrth whereon 
we tread may be but a wart or mo^, a little filly •exdrfcf- 
cenee Or fuperfittous tumor* <4>f the elements, iLnOt a 
gangrene in, nature. * - » * 

Oh Mohammed 1 I have *'faid too much to a than of 
thy abftrub fpeculations^but thou wift pardon one that* 
w ith faith and fincenty. 

Let me put in one word more w ith thee. Oh, chief of 
the folitaries 1 pnnc$ of the fyltans 1 glory of Arabia!* 
^tbbu hiddetM>ne of the EafU thou phdftht trf ah gene- 
rations ! Nobody was born for himfelt £ riobody iff wife 
at all tim^S ;^anJ thi$ is a particular feafon wlieieitf the 
Grand Sigfaol’s fervice requires tne to be, ab it weie, a 
l^tJk fbohftly^mtrryk Therefore, begging thy paidon 
and prayer^rtfbid thee adieu* 4 

Paris, i^th of the 8th MoOh^of the Ycat 


Vlt . — *To Pe6teli Ha«li, his Brother, Majler of the 
Cii/loXs, and Super int enfant of Arfenal at Cotijlan # 



It will do* thee ifb hurt to carry the following news to 
Hamel? Roe Effehdr : I* infrfeq$h*'n the poll’s time and 
’ my own jiealth* it being very law* m the night, on pur- 
*pofe thsMfacdminrfteiff^f the Porte ihay hav* t^e Cache ft 
account of the taking of Phihpfcurgh from the J^ench, 
by the confederate princes au^ftates* 

* *Tlus is a thwn of great importance, and. 1 very ftrong: 


The Spaniards* became mpfters of itrin the year 1 
through thd treachery of the governor ; next year follow- 
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.ii>g w th« Swedes- putjit agaiq iMhe prpncU kiqg> hands, 
bijt ? Ahajt mouawflji, np^i^ng $h\e to repair its fortiiica* 
tiops,, by reafqn f\f jhp wijft.er* it was furprifed by the 
Imperials 9^ fchs.^d Ate i»o*>n 1635, j n yhofi; 
* hands it remained tiU the year 1644, when in ah? ‘9th 
‘moon &wab'£*ken by t^e Duke Engtrien, now Prison oi 
Cond? w ^ftcr ht routed the Duke of Bavaria gt Fribourg. 
The French have ^.h ad it in pofftflion ever fioce that timp, 
•tity about four dayq ago it t waa*tfurj eVideicd, upon cojiujif 
, tiom; 4 ta the JmperiaJiih, who blocked it pp abpyc,* 
yeaf, and formally bjifjpgecf it four jnoolis. * , 

It i* a lofs ^hich this 4jourfc refenfo with 90 inutll grief, 
Pbilipibargb iffcng a town of more than twenty 

others t in thoie parts. *■ The French hav|, taken Conde, 
Boi\chain, and Aire, bat they do not thiqjc thefe an e- 
quivalent reprifal , nectar qan this campaign Taft long 
enough to give them an oppQ}Xufiity+#fi peeking ' l^jjth^r 
f*isfa#icu.> *< » , . A 

Brother, J mud conclude abruptly, becapfe the poft 
tarries. €rod have thee- in his keeping, and preferva thee 
front the fnarcs and nfalicipus dfobUffcades of devils, who 
are let loofe- fiom their infernal ,den& to rarfge above 
ground from this hoqr^te tjba crowing o£ the *&cks» 

Parfe, itth ol the $th Matin, ©f 

rr, -i., i-T- i m i -■ ■ rr 4 -v y=ay = PF=- 

VIII . — To Sepha^, AffticROMiL, Vanni, Effendi, 

* j P'rtaHjeV to the Sultan . ' 

Aaatutr five years ago I feat jthee a difpatch, .contain- 
ing account bf the kinArcteption thy doctrines found 
in Europe,.* aftd of the fwift progrtfa tlt?y made in con- 
verting the shoaefter fort of Nazerenes ; I aifo acquainted 
thee with thc.oppofitioa that was made againft the writ- 
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ingS of Francis Maievclla, by the Jeftfiti 1 and Domini- 
canri*; now I (hall inform thee farther of the , prodigious 
advanced this fecred inftitution df lift has made id Italy, 
France,' and Spain 1 , with Germany, and dthe/ regions in 
the Weft.* 

There 5 an emfrienfc tpan it Rome, Whom # they 1 call 
Father Fetrucci, a perfon of great learmng and confpicu- 1 
oils knowledge ; hiey>iety indeed has bee.n by him induf- 
trioufly concealed!, as’ much as lay in his power, but yet 
reclufe good^works took air, and dll men of*in-* 
tegrity conceived veneration for him. He having read 
the works of htalevella, grew Sfllmoured of fo fdhlime a 
Cjtftetrc of 1 fpliritUtB rules, anldVrrote to all his friends, by 
lily of recommendation of the author and his fubjeft ;< 
thofe letters afterwards were put in print, and it is not to 
be exprejjed what powerful *i&fluence they had on all im- 
^ttiarfeaderi. pliblilhaftfo many learned treatifee, 
in the defence and praife of a contemplative. life ; and the 
reputation of this refined theology daily mcreafed, and 
fpread abroad in every comer of theChriftian world. 

Among th$ reft of learned profelytes, a certain Spa- 
ni(h prieft, and do&dr of 'the Chriftian laW, whom they 
call Michael de Moltab, appeared uport tlie ftage $ and 
in the y ear 16 7 £ jjiihUfhed .a comprehen(ivo treatife of 
myfticalTSBgion. The book was approved and liccnfed 
by the ^trchblfhop of Rheggi<r, the general of the 
Francifcans, an officer of t^ie Iuqjflition, -and by Martin 
‘de Efparfa)*an eminent jefuit belonging %o the fame ca^rt, 
»dfcd pjpfeff&r of theology Rome. The prefe had no 
fooner delivered this myftftious treatife to the world, but 
every body catched it»up ; io'tirat the firft edition being 
•foot difpetfed m Romei 'Ferrara, 'Naples, end other cities 
of Italy, it was ncccflary to ftart a neiv impreffion of fo 
acceptatft a thing, that the remaining piovinces,*ftates, 
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and principalities, might not \\ ant their fhare of fo divine 
a copy; that Spain might be reformed by one of het^own 
natives ; and generous France, forgetting her averfionv, 
might not difdain the fage in ft ructions of a hated Spa- 
niard. In a word, Molino ’9 book is had fecond ve- 
neration jvilh the gofptl \ his friendftfip is coveted by the 
greateft men in dlome, efpecially the fecular clergy are 
ambitious to confirm the honours, dignities, and benefices 
they already pofitfs in the church, 'by gaining the favotir 
af his acquaintance; they confolt him as an oracle iji 
ty problems of divinity; and many cardinals court his cor- 
rtfpqpdeuce, not valqil^ their tank in the red lift Of to* 
defiaftical princes, unlefB they are alfo enrolled in thp hap- 
py number of Molino’s friends; fuefi are Carpegna, AiSo- 
lini, Cafianta, Odcfcalchi, and the French Cardinal d* 
Ettrees. ^ 

This laft is famous for iM learning ahd/ccompbffniwHsi- 
being educated in the Sorbonnfc, and a familiar of Mon* 
fieur De Latinay, 'a great reformer of errors in the doc- 
trine and difeipline of the Roman church. Being thus' 
predifpofed to favour ’any one ,^ho would, expofe himfelf 
to ftem the torrent of corruptions, the tide of yiin and 
fuperftitious pra&iccs advancing* daily higher and higher, 
and threatening to overflow the tofiks qf fohd piety, fin- 
cerc devotion, and all moral wirtue, the geneflotfd caidinsl 
appeared the pubh’cp&ron of Molino, and in private they 
had many conferences *• The Spaniard laid afide his na- 
tive jealoufy of foreigners, and the Erenthmnn mortified 
hi* pique agalnft tli4t naticyj ; they both cdftrverfjfd with 
opennefs of heart, and unreferyed freedom. 

The cardinal alfo, after this, brought him acquainted 
with fevfral eminent men in France, between whom*and* 
Molino was held a flrid intelligence. * The new pope, 
uho tflas before called Cardinal Odcfcalchi, has given him 
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an apartment^ in his own palace, and done him many 
other honours $ iira word, he is grown fo confiderable, 

. that the greaLeft part of the Nazarpnes look upon him as 
a prophet fent from* God* * . 

I take complacency to fte Mahomctanifm thus maf- 
qieiade it in the heart of Chriftendom, and the moil re* 
lined draught of our religion copied in the lives and prac- 
tices of the moil excellent %mong the*Nazarencs. It is 
a fair fign, methinks, thft by degrees they will inquhe a 
l^ksrftUther, and with more humility, imp our facrcd 
law, that a they will not {tumble at circumcifion, wafliing, 
and other purifications and ocrertfcnics appointed toy the 

• prophet, fince they art all performed in honour of the 
Etimal Unity, and not to images or pictures* However, 
at load, fuch pious and contemplative men as Jthefc, will, 
by a nccefcry confequence, raife up a fecret fa&ion for 

-^hwWd^iialify lihe bitter zeal ?»d fpite which Chriftiaps 
generally bear again (l the true believers ; for the follow-* 
ets of Malevella, PetKUcoi, and Molino, are already brand* 

• cd/and dHlinguifhed from the reft of the Na^arenes by 
the odious name of#hereuc^, which is next door to the 
more opprobrious title oT infidels, the beft» and kmdefi 
epithet they can afford the faith fultmuffulmans. 

To fum up all jp brief, they reckpn an hundred thou* 
fand of tiffs View fe£l in Italy, as many* more in France 
and Spaiiij and not much fewer in Germany, bcfidcs Po- 
land, Hungary, and other regions^ fo that if an ytoy 
of muffulmaus Iftould appear' on the Italian Ihores wfttf 
Effendf^it the head of \hfcm, and a declaration 
ihould be fpread about, containing f that you aim at *no« 
thing hut to propagate Phc* truth, and to proteff the in- 
jured moliniftfl or qu^tifts (For fo they nickname this con- 
templative fcdlT, they would all rife flv to the Ma- 
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hometan ftandard, as formerly the malcontents of Italy 
' did to the afyltim of • Romulus. God’s will be done. 

• ran*, ad of the 12th Moon, of the Year 1676. 


IX .— To .Mirmadolin, Santone of the Vafy of S'ulon. 

Blessed are they who honour the virtues of holy men, 
and ftrive to imitate their examples. The infidels count 
them tmad whom the great lord of all things has 
with his love, which ia the fpirit or breath of the Omni- 
potent, giving life to all tilings 5 their fouls are (hatched 
away in facred ecftacies ; ihoy are* carried to the bright 
fluning worlds^ borne up 611 the wings of a wind f/om 
paradife ; they behold marvellous things, and the wonders 
of t|ie fley ; wafted from ftar to ftar, they, are ravifhed 
with the fight of fo many radiant fplendtmrs, 
tranfports of divine ,pleafurc, when they confider the beau- 
tiful economy of the univerfe. ♦ • , , , f 

O Ariel 1 chief of the choirs above, who fetteft the- 
tunes of the fpheres, and art nailer rtf the eternal mufic ; 
who taught^ft Sultan Pavid to play on the harp, and 
and learnedfl him the tongs of paradife ; fend dowh fume 
^Lured meffenger, fame purpled p^aft /rora Eden, to in* 
fpire my foul with divine harmonies, whiifl! i celebrate 
the praifes of Alla, the firft and the lad, whofe glory u 
’expanded th’-o’ gh th£' Infinite abyfs, and enlightens end- 
lefs fpaccs. The whqlc univerfe is full his. ufajefty, but 
the place of his retirement ia above the ffSrueri of Veu • 
vena ; there ht; keeps h»s # court, guarded by feventy times 
feven minions of aogcl», who ,alw?ays (land on their watch 
to prevent the mvafions of ^OroffpadjP the prince of datk£ 
nefs, the root and fource of all evil. 

God came fr<#n heauen in the days of Mofcgj with an 
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army* not t# be numbered ; Michael was his ftandard- 
beaicr, whofc chariot vwas a carbuncle of paratHife ; they 
.marched thiough the mHky way, and made their defcent 
on the rock of tbettefart Smai ; the artillery .of the %e- 
ledial holt was thunder and lightning ; they were cncom- 
plflld with thick cloudb of fmokc ; the world was af- 
frighted at tfte dicadful noife, and Orofmades durlt nqt 
appeai>to abide the^attlc, but fled into the caverns of 
the *arth with all his legions, where they are barred nip 
tMfevlay of judgment ; they often ftrive to bieak loofe, 
which occafrons horrid earthquakes, but the chain which 
binds them is fattened to the throne of God ^ he keeps 
the keys of thofe iriferhabprifons, and bars up all the a* 
venbes of hell $ there darknefa, horror, and* pain have ta- 
.ken up their vtffiflencc fbr^ever pone *abyfs fupplies ano- 
ther with ^/ternal floods of confufion and mifery ; but fc- 
furface *of the earth h£ has'eftablifhed light, li- 
berty, j6y, and peace,' to ‘them that revolt not from his 
love and obedience, 

God came from Arval, and .the holy one ‘was feen to 
fly from the thickets of S^hair in the IJaft ; he bent his 
couiff towards the Re<f Sea, and pitched his* tents iil'the 
Iheridian of Mecca, Ort that* the kebla was turned 
towards the Sqjith^tnd the faces of the faithful, ig time 
of prayer, regarded the houfe of Abraham, the fquarc 
temple, a%d the place appointed by deftiny for the tomb 
of the* prophet. Then Medina fSTnabu became bright 
and Hluftrious ; the glory of Jerusalem faded, and was 
"eclipfed* at tf5e"dawning Splendour of this new fanftuary, 
a city ennobled by the prefence of deputies fron^ heaven, 
ev$n Gfcbrieh and Ifraphfel, who came down to viftfc the 
determined place of the prophets reft. 41 

They brought with them rules and models of divine 
ar Aite&urc, that the dormitory of the meffenger qf God 
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might be majeftic and gldiiou*. They dlfcMfcd their er- 
*rand to Zftphid and Al-Kepber, two cunning artificers in 
the city, ami fhou cd them the ctleftkd pattern of the* fc- 
piAchre ; tjiefe kept fecret the mrdtr till the time was 
accomplifiifd which the angels enjoined them ; then tlicy 
declared themfdvcs* and undertook the building of a fa- 
bric, which has'rendeied Medina famous* thftughout the 
world. ' 0 r 

Oh Medina Telnabi ! how fweet is thy name antong 
the muflulmansl The toads of Afia and A hie aie^^sttl 
with the cJfravnns of fuch a< bring prefents u ito thee, the 
devout pilgrims who travel from far to kifsuthc* pavemetot 
of the temple where the bones *6f f our divine lawgiver are 
repofitech * * ' 

„ I faw the elephaftts and drdfftedaries "bf the Eift with 
joy bow down and coud* to the earth, while (hcied bur- 
dens tvere laid -on their^backs r the' camels aftgNrAtftfr* 
f juth of Eg) pt, and the* lartU of MdW j they perform- 
ed the facrcd pilgf image 'with humility and* resignation • 
they failed four, five, tdft/or fourteen da\s eacji, ft* they 
were able, in token of* their devotion and tllankfilric#, 
in that the) Vere permitted the honour of >i firing the lid* 
ly region, and the ftfpul^hrc bf him whi tfrtfght thi 
dumb^beafts the difeiplinepf Wfdottj*j*rfdthe way to l p& 

Ever lince that time the animal generations have in- 
ftrufted each other*3fi the precepts of the prophet who 
could neither write nor read; in p their mute Lmginge 
they perform morning ftnd^evoning the appointed orilblTs^ 
and preacu to their young ones by mftticulafe founds the 
do&vines of faith clear and intclKgiUfc. 

Oh Mohammed ! every letter of thy niyftericnismjmj* 
is full of benedi&ton and praifei; cftch fy liable is com- 
pounded of fccx&ts not to be revealed till the toonftraima- 
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tion of all things ; thou art a treafg/y of^wouders vi hich 
cannot be exhautted 'or valued. i 

iTieaid the eaftern wind recoid thy praifes on a flute, 
wliilit gentle zephyrs, blew fo ft. ‘vocal harmonics, wherein 
were often celeb* ated the glorious names of Mahomet 
and Hali ; to thefe great Boreas joined in concert with 
his deep-luitged organ, fweetened in counttrtfcenoi- by 
the fouthein wind ^ they whittled, futig, and played in* 
parts, till all the younger funs of *./Eolus came in to fill 
t^jffeoir ; then was the tnufic loud antf flirill $ it awak- 
ened all tht woods and forefts on t he eaiih^j the cnees 
and all the vegetable race llruqk. up in unifon with the . 
winds, the birds put in their cheerful notes, the dreams 
and riveis murmured grateful airs, the fed raifed up her 
billows to the ^louds, whilft ^prvial tritons founded high 
lcvets of marine, anfwered in verfe by rumbling timbrels 
; there w*q an univerfal joy and rant ; nature 
herfdf was in a frolic/ and kept holiday. 

Why did the Moll High decamp fiom Ar-val, and the 
EterB&l remove his refidence from Schajr in the Ealt i 
JWhy did he caufe his armie? tojie down in the South, 
and his pavilion* to caver the regions of Mecca ? Doubt- * 
left he did all this in honour of, the law which he fent 
fire lfc heaven, and $f,tbc hirth-pla.ee of his favourite, that 
all nations might knoV ancT confcfb, That there is but 

one God^and Mahpmet his apoflku” The beads of the 
earth acknowledge this, the. fowbrt&fo of the air, and 
the fifh Of the fea ; the clemente^and inanimate beings 
k»e fenfible cif*a joy which, they captnot exprefs, and the 
univerfe is all diflolved it) rapture, whilft it lies ftretched 
out at large, unfolded into ehdlcfs flrirts, arid reft** for ‘ 
ever on the all^projjping Unity* ; 

Mirmadolm,vI rim part of the univeWe, and therefore 
cannot but be totalled with a fenfe of the blifs which at 
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certain fedfons tranfports the whole. Thou who art al- 
* ways in a divine ecftacy, wilt not vjonder at the fh<pt en- 
thufiafma of thy Have Mahmut, who covets nothing 
more ambitioufly than to ihaitate thy hlamelefs life. 

Farewell,' to God *; for we cannot be out of him, fo 
long as we are in ourfelves. 

Paris, 17th of«the ad Moon, of the Year if 77. 


0 X?— To the Kaimacham. 

A 

The French are refolved to make bold efforts this cartf* 
paign, to repair the lofb of Philipfbargh, which was 
taken from them laft ye?r ; the king is impatient of any 
check given to the^rogref^of his arras, # a/id fpares ne£- 
ther # men nor money to keep up the reputation % and fauSe 
of a conqi^ror and if this chara&cr ( grown fartfSSaHrfcO 
to him, as it weie, by prpfcription, after a long and ah 
moil uninterrupted feries cff vi&ories), happen at any 
time to be leflened by fume unfucqsfsful attempt - upon 
the enemy, he cannot be at reft till he lias recovered it 
» again by fuch’renowned exploits as may be anfwerable* to 
the grpatnefs of his foftl, and Jthc formidable puiflanop of 
liis fword, known to all Furopfe , - * 

He lias many ai^d great armies in payT^ and whether 
it be an effeft of his fortune or his judgment, it is ob- 
ftrved that he is always bleffed with the ableft generals 
in ChriiVcndom. 4 . . 

The firft thing he enterprifed was the fiege of Valen- 
ciennes, a city feated on the .frontiers of the Spanilh 
Netherlands, a very impojtytyt place, and confiderable 
for its commtice, inhabited alfo by a ftout warlike peo- 
ple, and of \ery difficult accefs, by reafon of a certain 
river, with whofe waters they can at pteafure drown ail 
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the country round about. It was in veiled by the Duke 
of Luxemburgh on the 28th of the 2d moon, and form- 
ally befieged on the 4th of the 3d; on the 17th there 
was a general affaujt given, and the French entered the 
town, which fo tcrrilied the inhabitants, that they threw 
themfelvts upon the king’s mercy ; he ' accepted their 
fubmiffions, and fo put a Hop to the common violence in 
fuch cafes. 

Another time this had been enough to !*aye crowned a 
campaign, and fatisfied the ambition of the French 
generals, but now the remembrance of laft ycaf’s lofs and 
difgracc fpurs them oil to new revenges ; and to convince 
the world that this monarch is not eafily to be daunted, 
but that he is jealous of his gloiy, he has, fince the tak- 
ing of Valenciennes, befieged two ftrong cities, Cambray 
and St. Omers. 

"former of thefe is efteemed one of the ftrongefl. 

. places iinall Flanders ; it is fituated on the river Efcaut, 
and was the ancient patrimony of the French crow n ever 
finqe the reign of Clodioi^ II. King of France, who 
made liimfelf matter of it in the year 445 of the Chrifti- 
an9 hegira ; afterwards it fell to the /hare of Charles the 
Bald in the yrai*S43, and'in the year 870 it became the 
occafion of a w>r W wee ft jjie Kings of Fiance, the Em- 
perors and the Counts of Flandeis, in which contcfl one 
of the Ifcddwins got it, and left it to his foti ; but 
Charles V. overreached him, and tty means of the hi- 
fliop’b con cfpondc nee took pottllFon of the place j he 
put a Ihong g.irrifon in it, and built a citadel, which 
rendered the town ahrott ftnpicgnable. In piocefs of 
time it fell into the hands of the Duke of Alanfou, bro- ' 
tlier to Henry III., when he was made Count of Flan- 
ders, in the yeai 1582 ; but in the year 1595 the Spani- 
ards took it, and have held it ever finer, till the 6th of 

Fo!. I III. 
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the ^jlth moon of this prefcnt year, when the gates were 
fet optn to kt in the French troops, ami on the 17th the 
citadel was fnrrendercd upon articles. 

As for St. Omers, it is a great city^and well fortified, 
having on one fide the river Aa, with its marfhes, and 
on the other being defended by a cattle, flanked with 
good baftions, and encompafied with an extreme broad 
and deep iPtch. About the beginning of this moon it 
was invefled by the French ^king's forces, and within 
three or four d ivr it was formally befieged, but not 
cd wilhout'a blood} combat, fought between the French 
and the Prince of Orange, who came with a courtderablc 
army, defigning to throw f iccours into the place., 1 
will not trouble tha’ by reciting all the particulars of the 
fight ; only be aflWid, that the French got the vi&ory, 
put the others to flight, remained matters of the field, 
took thirteen pieces of cannon, frventecn ftandards^'SlbthC 
enemy’s baggage, and almoft three thoufand prifcjjners. 

The ft age of this great a&ion was a place called Mont 
Cartel, not far .from 5 't. Om<p-s ; a fpot of ground ob- 
ferved to have oner before been propitious to the French 
arm,, when Philip of .Valoi , fought therewith the Spa- 
niard*, and gave them an entire defeat, fdc was reckon- 
ed tlie vuliauttft p.irrcc of that dgc. 

The inhabitants of St. Omers, hearing of the defeat 
that was given to thf* Prince of Orange, were ii» fo great 
.a court ernat ion, that in a few days they voluntarily fur- 
rendered to the French king. 

Illuftriuus kairnacham, this puiffant monarch takes 
fnch wife methods, as thou wilt fay cannot fail in the 
ordinal y comic of war to bring him fuccefs ; he is an 
excellent paymafter, and never gives occafion for his fol- 
diers to repine or murmur for want of their daily allow- 
ance, nor puts them upoh impatient expeditions of thei- 
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arrears ; on the contrary, he is very munificent acnl li- 
beral to all men of merit ; and the meaneft foldier who 
fignalifes* himfelf by any notable exploit or adlion of 
"bravery, is fure tci be difling uilhed from the reft by fomc 
royal reward in m\ney, if he be not advanced to the 
dignity of a commander, and fometimea they are honour- ' 
ed with both. This condudl makes his men fight like 
lions, each being ejjuilous of his fellows, and all freely 
hazarding their lives to gain their mailer's jfftcem, couiu- 
'Alg that the meft glorious poll which is moft expofed to 
danger. 

He is feverc to thofe provinces and towns which refufe 
to fubmit to his arms, and full of clemency to fuch as 
willingly embiace his government. 

In a word, his donatives and largeifcs to his own, his 
eondefcenfions, and the immunities he gives to others, 
•‘together with the cxa&nefs of his juflice to all, to 4 faci- 
* lit ate the progrefs of his arms, incrutfc his coiiqucftb, 
and render him the gieatcft prince in the weft cm parts. 

Sage minillcr, I kifs the hem of thy veil, and with 
humble obeilance retire from thy piefcnce.* . 

Pari% ayrh of tfie 4th Moon, of the Year 1677. 

•==== ======= g == + " ■■■' ■ ===== — = * — 

XT. — To Hamet, Ri is Eftfndi, Principal Secretary 
• of the Ottoman Ifoypire. 

T he love of women is natural to oiTr fex, and there 
no man who at one, time or otly.r has not RU the 
warmths of this amorous ptrilion ; but it is flung c to ob- 
ferve after what a different, manner tins flume diRovirrf 
Itftlf in people of various nations, age*,, qualities, for- 
tunes, and conftitutions ; young men are kifeiviom and 
ardent in their love $ old men arc ridiculous and fermd ; 
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the poor man ftudics Lo pleafe his miftrefs by abjcdl fub- 
miffions and humble obfequioufnefs ; the rich ftrives to 
win her by munificent gift% and prefen ts ; the vulgar 
make their court by feafting the coy damfel, and regaling 
her with junket9 and wine ; the nobl</ entertain her with 
plays, mafquerades, ballets, and other pompous diver- 
tifemcrifrs. 

The ingenious Italian fets upon jiis miftrefs with a 
kind of poliihed wantonnef^, not making ropiantic, 
whining atldrcifes, but with a refined impudence, hk 
eyes, his hands, his tongue, and all his actions foon 
make her fenfible where his pain lifcs ; he celebrates her 
praifes in verfc, and hires muiic to ferenade her ; finally, 
lie never leaves till lie gains her, or revenges himfelf on 
his rival, by fending him out of the world, and on her, 
by turning all his compliments into curfes and danders ; 
but if he gets her, he fhuts her up for ever, and rbakee * 
her ehamber her prifon. 

The headftrong Spaniard, burning with defire, and 
impatient of delay, ftung with reftlefs concopifcence, be- 
haves himfelf like a madman ; he ftamps, flares, and 
Ta*es, walks furioufly backward and forward, rolls his 
eyes after a hideous mahner ; he ftarts, ftands ftill^lays 
his hand upon his fword, looks dip to Heaven, invokes 
the faints, talks to himfelf, threatens the diflolution of 
all things, if he be baulked gf his love ; in thi^humour 
he runs to his miftrefsj falU at her feet, makes* doleful 
and paffionntc complaints, throws himfelf upon her mer- 
cy, adores her,- and does all things which are proper for 
a defpevate lover ; *if by thefe means he enjoys her, he 
foon ‘grows Aveftty* of her, and' either kills her, or profti- 
tutes Her fecretly for gold ; but if he cannot obtain her, c 
then he macerates and torments himfelf, and is* refolved 
to die. 
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Different from both tfeefc is the wanton Frenchman, 
who courts his miftrefs after a jolly falhion, with fongs, 
dances, mu fie, and .jells 5 he is all life and mirth when 
in her company, and abounds with a thoufand forts of 
comical humours ;^if he gets her, after a little time the 
fickle fpark is cloyed, and falls in love with another ; if 
he fail of his purpofe, he is not much concerned, for all 
his love was but ‘ counterfeit ; , yet he makes a (how of 
diicontent, he threatens and fputters at her for a while, 
but this tongue-tempeft istfoon laid, and a new face pro- 
duces a'calm. ’ . 

But the phlegmatic German is very hard to be kind- 
led up to this paffion, and then needB a great deal of art ' 
to blow him into a flame t he is cold arid wary, thoughtr 
ful and (low, provident and dull ; yet, when once touch- 
ed with this affe&ion, he is very liberal of his. gifts, 
which is the mafter-piece of his court/hip ; if he obtains 
his. miftrefs, he foon returns to his primitive frigidity ; 
and if lie be fruftrated, he is but where he was, far from 
killing hiinfelf for a peevifti female* 

The Frenchman profe(I?s more love than he has ; the 
German endeavours to hide the fervour of fris paflion j 
the Spaniard pdrfuades hiinfelf that he is beloved by his 
miftrefs ; # whilft ,^e Italian takes the neareft courfe to 
be beloved by her in reality. The .Frenchman loves a 
pleaiant^witty maid, though (he be deformed ; the Spa- 
niard prefers beauty to wit and ffbod humour ; the Ita- 
lian is for a. female of a timorous fpirit ; whilft the Ger- 
man adores a virago. The Frenchman, by his wander r 
ing loves, of a wifelban becomes a fool, and exchanges 
his health for a thcjufcnd maladies 5 the German, having 
‘profufely fpeijt all in amorous liberalities, at length, from 
a fool, though late, becomes, a wife man ; the Spaniard 
undertakes heroic enterprifes to plcafe his miftrefs j whilft 
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the Italian dcfpjfes honour, and .every* thing eHe, that he 
may enjoy her. ' * 

Certainly the gfeateft men in the world have been fub- 
je& to this Toft pallion, and have facrjficed their reputa- 
tion, glory, and virtue, with ihclr ver/y rcafon, to the re- 

• gaida of love. How eitfnar-ed Was Mitl.rklates in Bon- 
■tus, by a heaiftiful woman ? How did Hannibal differ 
his courage to be enervated with the luxuries of Capua ? 
So Hercules of old left the glorious toils of war, and 
fuftered his arms to ruft for ^the iake of his Iole ; ib 
Ulyflcs wap captivated by Circe, Achilles by Brifeis, and 
Cscfat by Cleopatra ; and tlioti ( k no we ft ’that our annals 
record ftrange things of ‘the amours of <*ur glofiow mo- 
narch s. 

There is no nation free from the fonthneots erf love, 
yet -every age and region vary in their .eomtoft towasd 
women. Here in the Weft they are all for intriguing 

# and gallantry ; they accnfe the mufFnlmans for having 
more wives than one, and for keeping as many concu- 
bines as they pleafe, .whflil Bhey themMves have their 
wives alrnoft in dblmnon, and *lie with e^gry wench that 
conics in their way ; adultery paffca with" them for good- 
breeding, and fornicatfon is efteemed as innocent an at>. 
tion as eating and drinking ; whereas thou gnawed' a- 
mong the true bdiaver's r thefc crimes are puniftied with 
death. Promifcuous Copulation was 'foi*hid by Mofes, 
Jefus, and Mahomet, and in general by all the prophet fe ; 
it is a fufficient indulgence, 1 thht every man. ‘may marry 
four wives, and enjoy its many other women afe he either 
takes captives from the’ enemy in' v&rt, or purchafes with 
his money. But thefe infidels' hid rather follow the 
fenliirtients of the old heathen lawgivers, arid the examples" 
of idolatrous nations, than obey God and his meffengers 5 
they appliud Solon, the great lawgiver of the Athenians,* 
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calling him a wife man, as he was pronounced by the 
Delphic oracle, and a generous patriot, for procuring 
harlots to accompany the youtli3 of the city, and budd- 
ing -a temple to Venus out of the money they got by. 
proftituting themitflves. 

It is certain wlufrcs were much efteemed in thofe days 
among the Grecians, for the magnates built them jftib- 
lic ho ides an purpofe, and free for all comers ; they alio 

• made laws to prote& them from injuries; and fa great 
was the veneration that befotted people" ha® for them, 
that when Berks invaded Greece, the harlots of Corinth 
undertook to .intercede for their country in the temple of 
Venus ; nay, whatsoever extraordinary favour they had 
to afk of that goddefs, it was done by the mediation of 
the Whores ; and these teems fome reafon on their fide, 
iince Venus hcrtelf was tranflated to heaven, and made 
.a goddete for being the greateft whore and bawd that 
'ever Jived : She firft taught the Cyprian women to pro- 
ititute tlieir bodies for gain. 

What a work .did Afpalia make, who filled all Greece 

• .with whores ^ For tjbe l£ve of her and her wenches it 
was. that Pericles begun the Peleponnefian war that Lift- 
ed fo many years, and is fo much talked of in ancient 
hiftory. There were ^lfo learned whores ; as Sappho, 
the miftrefs of Phaon ; % Sempr6nia, Leaena, and Leon- 
tium, who wrote publicly in vindication of their lewd 
practice, and - inveighed againfr^marriage. * There were 
alfo noble .whores; as Rhodope, who built one of the 
Egyptian pyramids, with, the money given her by the 
king" Thais the Corinthian, who was fo furpa fling beau- 
tiful, that (he fcomed to lie with any but kings and 
princes : But Meifalina, the wife of Claudius Cap far, ex- 
ceeded them all in the falacioufnefs # of her temper.: I 
will not omit to mention Jean, Queen of Naples, who 
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caufed her firft hufband to he hanged, because he could 
nof fatisfy her luft * his name was Andrew, fon to 
BAizabeth Queen of Hungary : Her fecoftd Jiufband, to 
repair the fault of the fir ft, fe wafted his ftrength in the 
conjugal .embraces, that in a little t ittijj he killed himfelf : 
Her, third hu/band, was* James, King' of Majorca, whom 
fh? beheaded for lying Avith another woman : Her fourth 
and lad fpoufc was Otho Duke of Brunfwick ; he lived 
to fee her- hanged in the fame place where her firft huf- 
band lmdy^by her order, inhered the fame fate. This 
was the revenge of Charles Prince of Dyrachium, coufiir- 
german to • A ndrew before-mentioned. -This lafcivkms 
queen would have the company of ten or twelve young 
men, one after another, the fame night. 

What fhall I fay of Semiramis, Emprefs of the Af- 
fyrians,; of Pafiphae, wife to Minos King of Crete ; or 
of an hundred other royal vrhorea ; when it is obfervable, 
that the moll illuftrioud heroes on earth have fprung from 
adulterous beds ? Witneis Hercules, Alexander, Clodo- 
veus King* of the Franks, Thcodofic the Goth, William 
the Norman, Raymir of Arr£gon* and njany more, too 
tedious to be recited ; nay, few kings stud princes are 
born of lawful mothers, t 

Doubtlefs the infidel nations lige in $?rea t corruption of 
manners ; they confound and blend together divine an<h 
profane maxims, from whence rcfult monftrous and abo* 
minable practices, and*** general uncleannefs of life inwall 
tilings. But the chafte followers of. Mahorpet have all 
cuiloms in abomination that defile the foul Sta<lrob ihK>f 
its native .purity ; we obey the traditions of Ibrahim, 
Ifrnael, .and the reft of the holy line, who never touched 
any wqman but their own lawful wives and ' cortcubinefc, 
refting contented with this indulgence of the Omnipo- 
tent ; we put in pra&ice the law brought down from 
heaven, and the precepts of the prophet, which forbid 
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all adultery* fornicatipq, and inceft j we preferve in our 
veins the pure and unpolluted blood of our fathers, and 
tranfinit the fame to our children, and thcpoftewty to 
come, that the promifes made ta Ibrahim, the glorious 
patriarch of the Et'ft, may not be disannulled by the fins 
of his offspring, but 'may be verified' till the day whfen the 
moon ihall be cancelled in the heavens, and all the ftarfc 
be blotted out* • 

Oh fage Hamet 1 we are of a facred lineage, and il- 
luftrious pedigree ; our progenitors were^the favourites 
of Heaven, and lords of the earth, bjr the fpecial bene~ 
diction of God ; the light of the Eternal {hides upon 
the Ottoman houfe, and is rdfledted from thence on all 
the empire. I pray Heaven that we may not forfeit 
thefe privileges by our own folly, and caufe an ill report 
to be whtfpered of us among the angels, faints, and pro* 
phets, and .throughout the precincts of paradife. * 

I confign thee to the cuitodf of God, and thy guar- 
dian genius, wifhing thee all' manner of enjoyments that 
may conlill with purity and innocence. 

Pam, 7th of thg 5th Moon.^f the Year 1677. 


„ XlL—mTo tbt Captain Bass a* 

By {hips newly arrived from America, advice is brought 
to this court of a fignal defeat given to a fquadron of 
Dutch fhips in thofe parts, and of the taking the ifle 
Tobago by die French. This exploit was performed 
under the condudl of the Cqimt d’Eitrees, an’ admiral of 
riling fame here in the Weft* 

• ‘But in my opinion the French magnify this enterprife 
beyond its true value, for. they loft as hiany fhips and 
men as the Hollanders ; and all the gaiif they can boaft 

of 
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of 1*3 a place which will cbft'thjm more to defend than 
it is really worth. . • 

I wonder this potent monarch does not rather fet out 
a fleet of /hips well manned, and provided* of all nccef- 
faries, to make fome difeoveries in thy.t vaft track of land 
called by geographers thip Southern Unknown World ; 
it runs along from eaft to weft, between the tropic of 
Capricorn, and the antar&ic circle, takings up the whole 
fouthero temperate zone, or at leaft the greateft part of 
it. There have been many fabulous relations of that 
diftant part oF the^ globe ; fome of the anciehts mention- 
ed it, and modern writers have uttered various conjec- 
tures about it ; one wilf hfrve it to be the original para- 
dife of Adam and Eve \ another fuppofes it to be the 
place whither the ten tribes of Ifrael* retired, that were 
carried away captives by Salmanaflar King of Affyria ; 
whlfch has occafioned fo many difputes and controYerfics 
between differed hiftorianf. 

Be it how it wiTl, the delightful fituation of that quar- 
ter lias given perhaps encouragement for fuch kind of 
thoughts, which I fhould thhik were alfo invitation* fuffi- 
cient to draw thither the arms of fome magnanimous 
prince, befides the puie novelty of 'the deftgn, and the 
glory of making a defeent and ^conqueft, where no,tfior- 
•tals of our known world had ever fet foot before. Surely 
they are not afraid that it is enchanted ground, or that 
they fhall encounter army of devils at their firft land- 
ing ; that they fhall be trepanned into hidden fnarcs of 
magic, or be furprifefl by fome infernal arttbufh. What 
fatal timoroufnefs, what panic fufpicion is it, that renders 
potentates of the earth thus foglorioufly prudent, and 
wretchedly cautious, to fpare their men, their (hips and 
money, when fo noble an undertaking feems to. challenge 
thttY courage, *and awaken their utmoft . refolution to 
* 2 • 
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combat a few difficulties, which being once vanquilhed, 
eternal honour and renown follow ? 

What difeouragements, lets, and obltacles, did not the 
brave Columbus meet with, when he fought the afiillance 
of feveral princes and Hates to fet him out to fca, that 
he might difeover »the then unknown wdlern world ? 
How coldly was* this grojed entertained at^Genoa, his 
own native country, and at lull,* after long waiting, ut- 
terly rejected l No better reception found he in the court 
of England, though ^ nation claiming the fu ll rank 
among the featuring people. What fatigues did he not 
undergo, in travelling up and down, by fea and land, 
from one kingdom and country to another ? Neither reli- 
ed he till he had accompliflied his defire, and procured 
veffels, men, and money, from the King of Spain, ,lo 
carry on his enterprife. 

Yet he had no other ground to believe there was any 
unknown continent beyond the Atlantic Sea, fave 1 his 
own conjecture, Jlarted from the obfervations lie had made 
on the coiufe of the fun, and the inequality of the known 
part of the earth compared with the vail body of waters 
which mull be iuppofed neceflary to make up an entire 
globe, if there were not fomc unknown, land extant to 
fupply thtir room, and prevent a vacuum in nature $ for 
he confidered, that though this unequal balancing of the 
glotje might pals inuller in the fchool of natural philofo* 
phy, yet it could not anfwcr the tUicl ferutiny of the ma- 
thematics, but that there mull be an even counterpoife of 
earth and water to kerp this ball fall in its vortex, and 
regular in its circulation ; fo that this great man built all 
his welhpitched and happy defign upon .a bare geometnV 
cal fpeculation, whereas there is evident matter of fa&, 
the tettimony of many authentic eye^witnefles to prove 
that there is fuch a land as what I have been fpeaking 
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■ of ; and all, that ever pahs the Magellanic Straits mull 
have feen it if they were not blind, 

I counfel thee, therefore, mighty baffa, to reprefent 
^thcfc things effectually to the Grand Signior ; it will be 
no djfgrace if he hearken not to thy propofals ; fhow him 
the cafinefs of the undertaking, if «k fmall fleet be fitted 
up, and fept by way of the Red Sea, *to make difeove- 
, ries toward the fouth ; let then* be well manned and vic- 
tualled, provided alfo with all forts of arms and ammuni- 
tion, in order to a defeent, with materials and iftftriunents 
to v raife a fortrefs, if , there be occalion. It is a thoufand 
to one if the inhabitants of tliofe unknown regions have 
, ever found out the ufe of guns, which will be a prodigi- 
ous advantage on our fide ; the very thunder of the 
muffulman artillery will terrify them into obedience; they 
will either furrender as to gods, or fly as from devils, 
leaving all the maritime coafts to the invaders poifdfion, 

. where colonies of true belic\ers may be foon planted and 
t eftablifhed, to the glory of God and his prophet, 'and the 
eternal exaltation of the Ottoman empire. 

Great commander of the marine, I defire thee to par- 
,don the liberty I take in this difeourfe, and to eftcem what 
J have faid only as thf humble fuggeftions of an honeil 
.(lave, who is zealous for his ma/ler’s honour, the glory 
of the Ottoman houfc, and the general good of mankind. 

Paris, 14th of the 6th Moon, of the Year 1677. * 


XIII.— Dgnet Oglou. 

.1 am convinced by long and manifold experience, that 
God and the world, and every thing, appear to man in 
what figure he pleafes ; we may make our own optics, 
though the generality of men take up with thofe which 
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arc prepared for them by their fathers and tutors ; we 
ufe the prejudices and prepoft’eflions of education, as the 
Spaniards weav their fpeftaclcs even at dinner-time for 
fafhion fake, young and old, that they may appear grave’ 
and regular ; we adhere to the opinions we received in 
our infancy, with k a partial ftiffn^fs and pride, that we 
may not feem to call in queftion the wifdom of our an- 
ceftors, .or appear wavering or inconftant ourfelvcs. So 
the Chriftian gallants fwallow down wholejozens of ve- 
nomous oyfters without faying grace, only becaufe it is 
the mode, though . they will not venture on a cruft of 
wholefome bread without conjuring a bluffing on it, by 
making the flgn of the croft, and fquinting two or three 
magical glances at heaven, fecondcd by hocus pocus whif- 
pers to complete the charm. 

But let thou and I be more rational in our principles 
and practice. There is no God that will be bantered jwith 
. vain mummery, or, by mufic, be melodioufly wheedled out 
of his eternal reafon ; no incenfe can be of proof to nofc 
the fenfoof the Omnifcient, nor the moll elegant words 
delude him, who is perfdft in knowledge ; he takes no 
delight in the pompons addreffes of the great, nor is he 
to be movjd by the multitude ofi folemn ceremonies ; all 
# that he requires of man^s a heart conform to the divine 
will, and adlions void of offence. . * 

But ^he lawgivers and governors oi nations obferving 
that there was a certain religious; fear and reverence of 
fome divine power as it were planted in the natures of all 
men, and coniidering that this might be improved, with 
good management, to the, advantage and intcrell of the 
commonwealth, they invented fet forms of diicipline, and' 
exterior offices of yvorfhip, which they termed holy rites 
and myfteries ; thefc they fortified with fevere laws and 
fan£tions, inflicting grievous penalties on the contemners 
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of the public fervice performed to the gods ; fo Hermes 
Trifmegiftus firft taught the Egyptian ; Melifius, the 
fofter-futher of Jupiter, iiiftru&ed the inhabitants of Crete; 
Faunus and Janus the Latins ; Numa Pompilius the Ro- 
mans ; Orpheus the Grecians ; or, as fomc fay, Cadmus 
the foil of Agenor, firft inftru&ed that nation in the fo- 
lemnities which were counted divine, and which he him- 
fclf learned in Phoenicia ; lie inflituted the coufecration 
of images and ftatue.i, the burning of incenfe, the build- 
ing of temple* and altars, with the hymns, faerifices, and 
other magnificent ritcd by which they hdnouied the pow- 
ers above. 

Now that all this religious pageantry was cftablilhed 
qnly for the ends of policy and date, is evident from 
hence, that the chief mag i(t rates took the liberty of mak- 
ing what gods they plcafed, and of incualing or diminiih- 
ing their number at di flection ; fo that in procefs of time 
there were reckoned no lefs than thirty thoufand gods 
in the Roman catalogue, though at firft their kaleuder 
could (how but five-and-twenty divinities; hut when once 
they had found out a way to dfttiuguifh thefe divinities into 
feveral claffts or ranks, terming fomc gods of the greater 
nations, others of the fcfl'cr, having alfo theij tutelar ge- 
nii, their demi-gods,’ their rural /md houfchold gods, &c* 
there was no limiting the crafty devices of the priefts and 
rulers in impeding, or the fnperflition of the ^redulous 
people in believing and adoring an infinite rabble of new, 
young,- and unheard-of divinities. 

They took alfo the fame freedom to change and alter 
th6 eftablilhed riteB and ceremonies, fometimes abolifhing 
the old and primitive inftitutions, and fuperinducing new 
ones in their ftead, or at leaft adding to the heap of in j 
fignificar.t ceremonies in every age fome myfterious no- 
velty which might pleafe the people, and fatten them in 
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a uc vo liter obedience and veneration of their p’ous guides 
and kaders. £ 

Hence fprung the dedication of tcmpl^, fanes, cha- 
pels, oratories, and certain days in the year, to ifcc fci- 
vice of particular gods ; hence arofe the invention and 
life of fo many forts of veffefs of lilver and gold, and o- 
ther mateiidla in their facriiiceu ; of light*, flowers, and 
perfumes ; of muiic, pictures, and other dec of at ions; bo- 
lides the lich and majcftic vefiments of thejnicib, their 
grave and compofed carriage, looks, and gellures ; all 
deligned purely to catch the rude and unpoliflicd multi* 
tilde in the fnaves of prieftcraft, to Rrike their unwary 
minds with an awe and profound attach fo#rdigion, that 
fo being once made thus flexible, they might warp them 
to what bent they, pita fed, and for ever lead them in a 
blind implicit admiration of they know not what. 

It is certain that religion has ^iia effedt on the vulgar, 
to make them more obedient to their governors, jult to 
otie another, and zealous for the public welfare ; 1 giean 
4fie religion allowed by the ftatc ; for where the fubjedts 
dare to make innovations tnd fchifms, to fet up new i’edis 
and prutits, the greater zc^l cadi fa&ion has for their 
own way of worfnip, the more trucl and tragical difor- 
ders arc generally^ comn^tted ; fo fatal a thing it is tq be 
opinionative in religion, to invade the priefl’s preroga- 
tive, aiid -to diilurb ihc quiet It ream of traditions run- 
ning in the channel of public faith from one generation 
to another. . 

. My dear Dgnct, let thou and I Hum the devout fuper- 
flition .of bigots, and the. wanton profanenefs of liber- 
tines apd athiefts, adoring one God with finccre faith/ 
• and a reftfon void of error ; let us alfo keep o.ur lives free 
from . all injuflice and vice, which will be of more com- 
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fort to us than if we had facrificed every day & thcvfani 

bulls. 

Pam, S5th%f the pth Moon, of the Year 16^77. 


XIV. — Tj Keeker Ha$s.\n, Brffa. 

• ** 

X* Jib fubjedl of moil men’s difcoutfe at prefent in this 

city is the taking of Fribourg by the French : This is a 

city of Germany, wheftfbf I made ficquent mention in 

my letters when I Grit came t& Parjs ; it is fituattd on a 

certain height near a frmill river, and is cncompafTed wit hr 

two walls, ftltngthcncd alfo by a citadel, four baftions* 

and other fortifications ; the emperor has likewife a ftjong 

rarrifon in it. 

o 

On the 10th of this moort, the Marcfchal de Crequi 
befieged it, and preflet^jt with fuch vigorous afiaults ar.d 
continual' batteries, that the governor found himfelf o- 
bliged to furrender it on the 17th, when the marefchal 
took pofleflion of it in the name of ‘the French king., ^ 
The imperialifts cannot bb’aft of equal fuccefs when 
they befiege towns or fq^treffifs in the hands, of tire 
French ; for not long tyefore this the Prince of Change, 
general of the confederate armiVs in Flanders, undertook 
the fiegc of Charleroy, a place of ftrength in thofe parts ; 
but the want of provifions, together with the flout re- 
finance of the inhabitants, and the Duke of Luxem- 
burgh’s approach with the* French army, forced him to 
decamp and retire. . ' 

The Duke of Luxemburg^ fs a valiant and fage gene- 
ral, ip high efteem with the French * but his enejnies fay 
he is a magician, and deals with the devil, becaufe of the 
good fuccefs which generally crowns his enterprifes ; £0 
impoffible it is for a man of extraordinary virtues. and be- 
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r ©icendoivments to efciipc with ant envy ahd 1 fc&ndalous 
afperfions. It ia^as natural for the vulgar to inveigh a-' 
gain it generous, fouls, as it is for dogs to* bark at the 
moon ; yet that planet appears impaffablc, and not being 
moved at the fnarls of invidipus animals, keeps on her 
heavenly courfe in mijetty and hlence : So do fouls, that 
are truly noble, contemn the cenfures of the inferior part 
of men, and never Hop till they arrive' at the meridian and 
zenith of perfe&ion. * ‘ 

Moft ferene and illuilrious A^l^thou art a Kvefy ex- 
ample of this, and I dare fay tfo more left I offend thy 
modefty. May perpetual bencdi&ion and glory crown 
thy years that arc yet to come. ’ 

Paris, ‘29th of the nth Moon, of the Year 1677. 


’ BOOK III. 

• * 

LETTER I. — To the Wiftf of the Wife, the Mojl Fe- 
# ncrahlc Mufti. 

I obby thy commands without ftie leaft demur 5 and 
now proceed to write of Macedonian empire. I re- 
member a difpatch of mine to thy venerable predeceffor, 
of facred jnemory, wherein I touched upon fome paffages 
of the life of that heroic and magnanimous prophet A- 
lexander the Gt*eat ; but now I wiU inform thCe more at: 
large concerning his birch, education, and renowiredPper- 
formances. • / • — 

Alexander, as the Greeks and Lafins call him, with 
a>l the nations of the Weft, or Meander, # Afcander, and 
Zulkarneck, according to the ftyle of*he Arabian?, Per--’ 
iians, Indians, Tartars, and othei people of the Eaft, was 
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bom in the 106th olympiad, 398 years after the building 
of Rome, and in’the year of the world 3628, on ‘the 6th 
day of the moon Loo, or Hccatumbieon, according to 
thefcftile of the Grecians ; the fame night was the.temple 
of Diana at Ephefus fet on fire ; and on the fame day 
two eagles came and perched on the top of^liis father's 
houfe, where they fat all the day, which was taken as an 
omen of the double empire he was to have over Europe 
and Alia. * 

Philip King of l&don, and hufband to Olympias, 
was the repined father of Alexander, as fhe was his known 
mother ; but fome hiftorians fay that a certain magician 
called Ne&anebus, by his encliantments, difguifing him- 
felf in the form of Jupiter Ammon, lay with Olympias, 
and begot Alexander ; .others affirm that Olympias her- 
felf confcfled to Philip that Alexander was not his fon, 
but that fhe had conceived him of a prodigious great fer- 
pent ; whence it came to pafs that Philip himfelf, a little 
before Jiis death^f openly declared that Alexander was not 
his fon ; and for the fame reafon he divorced Olympias 
as an aduiterefs by her own confeffion. 

Thefe reports were fo Common at that time, that Alex- 
ander afterwards heading the flory of hisluppofed farpen- 
tine genealogy, and that othe* 1 of Ne6tanebu$ m*the mat 
querade of a god, when he marched through Egypt took 
advantage of the latter to itnpofe upon the credulity and 
fuperftition of his feddiers ; for being to pufs by the tem- 
pie of Jupiter Ammon, he made a halt to vifit the ora- 
cle f but he had privately. dent before fome of his trufty 
friends to acquaint the pridts with his defign, and to tdl 
them what manner of words and addrefs they fliould ufc 
to him ac he entered the temple, 1 ^ tlie hearing of his fol- 
lowers. « 

Having thus prepared thofe holy cheats, he with much 
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ceremony and fecmii^ devotion made bis approaches to 
the temple : As foon as he fet his foot within the por- 
. ttco., fclie feniors of the priefis met him in their political 
robes, with cenfers in their hands, and thus fainted him, • 
“ All hail, fon of Jupitar Ammon.” Alexander, being 
pkafed at As, afked^them farther, “ If all his father’s 
murderers were punilhed, or if any yet (Survived l” T# 
which, it was anfvvered, “ 0 fon of the immortal gods 1 
thy father cannot be murdered, or die -5 t» for King 
Philip, his blood is fully rcvengd$*on them that Rad a 
hand in (bedding it.” Then ho added another quedion 
concerning \m future fucccfs ; io which the oracle re- 
plied, “ The vi&ory (hall be thine in all battles 5 thou 
(halt become lord of all the Eaft.” The fame mouth al- 
fo gave in charge to the retinue of Alexander, w That 
they fhould adore him not as a king, but as a gad.” Re- 
turning from thence, lie built Alexandria, calling It a&er 
bis own name. 

I have not .obferved a due method inflating this ftory 
fb foon, whilii I was but lep relenting the new-born hero 
in his cradle ; but I did it tB convince thee, that the va- 
rious opinions concerning Alexander’s father are not the 
fi&ions of wanton writers, but fuclf as .employed the care 
and diligence of Alexand^* hitnfelf to improye them to 
liis own inter dl anchhis mother’s honour ; for it* was ac- 
counted ^glorious thing to be impregnate by a god. 

To return therefore to the infawt prophet, he gr*w 
apace, and difeovered eariy fjgns of u prodigious wit and 
courage 5 at the age of. fifteen yeafc 4 he was committed 
to the care and tutelage of Arulotlc, und<r whom he 
lludied the fcicnces five years \ and then his father Philip 
being murdered, he fucceedtd in ,ihe throne. The fa . c 
year alio, Darius Codomaunns obtained# the empire of 
Pcrfi a y again d whgm Alexander, with the coipinon con- 



9* # LETTERS \V ROTTEN BY Vol. VlIL 

fent of almoft att Greece, prepare^ o go with a well Aif- 
ciplined army, that he might carry on the war which his 
father had ’begun ; only ’ the Lacedemonians, Thebans, 
• and Athenians thwarted his defign, being corrupted by 
Demofthencs the orator, who for that purpofe had re- 
ceived vaft fums of gold from Darius ; bi? Alexander 
foon reduced thefe factious dates and kingdoms to their 
duty, iftterly deftroying the city of Thebes, with the 
daughter of 9c ,00a of the citizens, befides $0,000 cap- 
tives. This was executed on the 15 th of the moon Boe- 
dromion, in the 2d ycar<of the mth olympiad ; he on- 
ly fpared the holt of Philip his father, when he -wa9 left 
as a pledge in that city, whole houfe was left untouched, 
as alfo that of Pindar’s pofterity. 

From theuce palling the Hellefpont, he marched into 
Alia, in the year of ? thc world 3650, and in the third 
year of his reign. He had in his arany 30,000 foot and 
4500 horfe. i^fooa as he fet foot on the ground of 
Aha, he made Me royal corban and vows for vi&ory ; 
then he darted a javelin into the earth, in token of de- 
fiance ; after which, when he came to T#by, he perform- 
ed certain holy rites 'and myfteries at the tombs of de- 
funct heroes, who felt in the Trojan war. ‘Wheir thefe 
ceremonies were accompli ill ed . Jie marched dire&ly again (t 
the Perfians, who wore in number 660, cob fighting men. 
I will not tire ttiee with all the panieularitics.,jthat hap- 
pened in their march ; iuXtce it to fay, that Alexander 
with his handful of "Macedonians, after many vidtories 
obtained of the Perils, at length quite routed the armyi 
of Darius, and took poflcflion of that once formidable 
empire. 

But there arc fo nt remarkable paflages in this expe- 
dition which ckfervc to be remembered ; as his wonder- 
ful coat inflict and - humanity towai vl , the mother, wife. 
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and daughter of Darius* whom he entertained in his camp 
after th#y fell into his hands* rather as the kindred of 
.fome beloved friend, than of a profefied enemy. The 
ftory alfo of his loofing the' Gordian knot is not unwor- 
thy thy knowledge. 

It feems ?h former ljjmea*>ne Gordius, as he ploughed 
the fields* was furrounded * with a flight of birds of all 
kinds. Being troubled at this, he left his work and 
halted to the next city, there to inquire of-thfc augurs 
what the meaning of this fhould be : As he entered the 
gate of the city, he met, a virgin of incomparable beauty* 
of whom he alked, “ Where he might find the moft fkil- 
ful fage, with whom he might confult about a matter of 
fome importance ?” Then he told the inqiiifitivc damfel 
what had happened to him in the field j as foon as fhe 
heard this, being well verfed in thefe myfterious and prtft 
phctic feiences, ilie told him, 44 That he fhould be made 
a king and to confirm him in the belief of what (he 
faid, fhe promifed to become his wife, t$!at fo fhe might 
be partner of his future happinefs.. In a word, they were 
married, and. f&m after thefe arofe a flrife among the 
Phrygians, whioh was like to prove of dangerous con-* 
fequcnce ; therefore the people confulted the oi acle, 
41 What was to be done in^his cafe, to prevent the pub- 
lic deflation ?”‘lt was. anfwcred, 44 That the*only re- 
medy forjjhefe difeords was to cnoofe them a king/! 
And when they alked , u What perfon they fhould choofe 
to this dignity.?” it was anfwered again, 44 That they 
fhould ele£t th^t man fo^ their king, whom they firft met 
with. a waggon, as they went- thence to the temple of 
Jupiter.” Gordius # proved the man, and thty obeyed 
thte oracle, faluting him as their fenrcreign 4 Gordius, as 
a memorial of this event, fet up his wain in the temple 
of Jupiter, eonfecrating it to the Toyal majeftjp: 
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After him his fon Midas reigned, who 'fitted Phrygia 
with religions observations ; whence arofe the femftfOn 
oracle, u That whofoever fhould loofe the knot elf the 
thongs in the waggon of Gordins, fhould obtain the' em- 
pire of all Afia.” 

Alexander hearing this, and be^ig fpurrjed on by am- 
bition, befiegea Gordia, and having taken the city, makes 
hafte to the temple of Jupiter, where he underftood the 
waggon ^as laid up ; as foon tts he faw jt, he tried to 
find, out the £pds of the thongs, that fo he' might loofe 
the knot ; but perceivjngp that it*wa8 impoflible to come 
at them without ufing violence, he interpreted the oracle 
in the fenfe of a foldier, and cut the* uttermoft foldings 
of the knot with his fw&rd ; . upon which all the ends of 
the thongs appeared, and fo lie eafrty performed the fatal . 
tafk. 

Yet this heroic prophet, as he had great virtues, fp 
had he no lefs vices ; he was very* cruel to his neared? re- 
lations and friends, killing Caranus* his brother by a 
ftepmother, Clytus, his old dear friend, Parmenio, Phi- ^ 
lotas,. Amyutafe, Attains, tluryIochu‘ , .,^@^afani^, and 
many other Macedonian princes, fonj’c of which were of 
his own blood ; add to this, his barbarous ufage of Ca- 
liilhenes the philofopher, whqfw.ts brought up with him 
under ATiflotle. This .poor unfortunate rn?.n, refilling to 
flatter the king’s pride in calling him a god, ffedifguited 
Alexander, that feigning himfelf very angry, he charged 
him with being aceeflary to the plot* and confpiraeies 
that were formed againil him ; then he .can fed uH his 
limbs to be mangled and chopped after an inhuman fa- 
fhion ; he commanded alfo his ears; uefe, and lips jto-be 
cut off, which »ot only gave the pOor wretch infinite tor- 
ment, but alfo rendered him a moil deformed and mifer- 
able fpe*3fcle to others; and, to complete liis revenge, 
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lie caufcd him in this doleful plight to tife flint up in a 
cage with a dog, and fo to be carried about to the terror 
. of > others* 

Then Lyiimachus, one of Alexander’s general, and a 
difciple of Califthenes, taking pity on fo great a fage, 
who fuffered all this barbarous B ufage, not for any real 
crime that he had committed, but only for ufing that 
freedom in his words and actions which becomes a philo- 
fopher, gave him poifon, to rid him at once-offo many 
horrid calamities. * 

But Alexander took this fo "heinoudy, that he com- 
manded Lyiimachus to be thrown to fr very fierce lion ; 
as foon as the furidfes bead faw him, he roared and paw- 
ed the ground for joy, and ran. upon him with an impe- 
tuous force ; but Lyiimachus not lofmg his courage, 
wrapped his hand in his mantle, and thruft it ‘down the 
lion’s throat, where laying fall hold of his tongue, he 
pulled it out by the roots, and left the lion for dead. 

When this was told the king, he, admiring the invin- 
cible virtue of the man, not only forgave him this of- 
fence, tut hatPhim in higher efteem all his life after- 
wards. 

We muft not omit that memorable a&ion of Alexan- 
der, when ftomaching the fyrrender of Sidon to his vic- 
toiious arms, in that it was delivered up by the people 
againit tW will of Strato their king, the conqueror pto- 
nouucing Strato unworthy of the erdwn, bicLHcpheflion 
place toim on the throne whom the Sidonians Ihould ap- 
prove as Strata’s fuccefforw Hepheftion, willing to pre- 
fer to that dignity a noble young Sidonian, who wa3 his 
fifvmirite, offered him the crown ; but the generous youth 
reftifed’the honour, alleging that it was againft the laws 
of his dbuntry for any man to reign who was not of the 
royal blood. Hepheftion admiring the greatftefs of his 
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fpul, faid, u Ood incrcafe your virtues and graces, il- 
luftrious friend, who art the firft that ever underdood 
how much more magnanimous it is to defpife than to. ac* 
cept a crown. Be it therefore in your power to bcftow 
the kingdom on any man of the royal blood .whom you 
think fit for fo great a charge.” Then he pitched upon 
one Abdolonymus, a poor garde ire r in the fuburbs^ of 
Bidon, who was of the race of . the Sidonian kings, but 
through extreme poverty was grown obfcure, and forced 
tp take np that employment to get his bread. Hcphe- 
itipn approved the choice ; and this noble youth, with 
fome of his frienjjs, immediately went with the roy al 
robes and enfigns o£ majelly to look flpV Abdolonymus, 
whom they found weedingjhis garden in a very dirty fqua- 
lid condition. Saluting him therefore king, in the name 
of Alexander the Great, they wafhed and anointed him 
with precious oils of the EaQ^ and having put on the 
robes of fovcrcign majefty, they conducted him to the 
conqueror who, among other difcourfe6, afkcd him, 
“ How he was able fo patiently to endure that extreme 
poverty which had hitherto been his lot which he 

# replied, “ 1 wiih I may endure the burden of a crown 
with the fame cafe. Vhefe hands ferved the neceffities 
of life, and my wants were answerable to my pofleflions, 
even none at all.” Alexander perceiving by this anfwer 
th^reatnefa of his fpirit, gave him all the ro^l furni- 
ture of Str|to, with much of the Perfian booty, and 
added all the counjpe* rSund about Sidon to liis* gevern- 
meift. 

Much about the fame time, Alexander going to Jem- 
falcm, was met by Jaddus the high pried in, his pontifical 
habit, who falling a‘t the conqueror’* feet, to implort 
favour and mere) for his city and people, Alexander raifed 
him up, apd, embracing him in his arms, bid him “ fear 
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nothing, for that God had appeared to Kim in Macedo- 
nia, in the fame figure and form as the high prieft made, 
exhorting him to carry on the Perfian war, and promifing 
him certain viCory.” After this, the high prieft con- 
duced him into the city and temple, where he facrificed 
and made corban ; 1^ alfo gave the Jews many ample 
privileges. * 

There is one thing more in the life of Alexander, 
which, becaufe it has fomething very Angular in it, I will 
infert in this difpatch. 

After the conqueil of Perfia, as Alexander was march- 
ing forward, that he might extend his empire through 
all the Eaft, Thaleftris, Queen of the Amazons, hearing 
of his fame, took a journey of five-and-twenty days, 
through many populous nations, attended only by three 
hundred women, and came to his camp, courting the ho* 
nour of his bed ; for (he had conceived an infatiable <de- 
fire of having a child by him, whom all the Eali pro- 
claimed the greateft hero in the world. Alexander grant- 
ed her requeft ; and when fhe had enjoyed his company 
thirteen days* (he departed well fatisfied to her own conn- 
try, promifing, that if (lie brought forth a male, file 
would fend him to his father, according to the manner 
of the Amazons, but if arfemale, (he would keep it her- 
felf. 

Frowriience Alexander marched againft Beffus, who 
had murdered Darius, and caufed himfelf to be proclaim- 
ed King of Perfia by the name of Artaxcrxes ; having 
overcome him and puniihed his treafous, he proceeded 
and fubdued all the regions running along the foot of 
Mount Caucafus ; in fine, he extended his conquefts to 
the utmoll borders of India, even to the Oriental &ea, 
where he took (hipping, and returned to Babylon, partly 
by fea, and partly by land. An aflrologer of great 're 
Vol. VIII* ' * 



4$ * Lzimwmmtx *r vdU not. 

ikfe*e tftei'ty'Hte Wjr,> atfd^diffinded himbfflU' 
the arguments he could uie from entering the city, afftlf- 
hflfn HJhrffc plated r H*^UVbfc' fata! to hia pcifow? but # 
'ifidugti A ftea&tf&r ^ftp'fom^demiir at firft, atid fecmed 
»t6 the firgej yet being overruled by 

*%he coiiriM ,/ bf AiKbtertHus <the philofophei, he catered 
Wftere A hc d&d, fome fay of poifon, others af- 
J^Wh that he fttrfWted htirffelf with too much wine. This 
the tMrtyJtbhrd year of his life, and the twelfth 
*Mf hi* reign. 1 

There* wafe*tt deejf^artdf 1 melancholy filence throughout 
Eabylob, ^hen bribe .it' Was known that the conqueror 
bfthe IfrOrld Was d£ad ; fcveiy one was poflefTed With 
t virioitd thoughts and cares, according to their di He tent 
X&fortS and intcrefto ; the Macedonians inwardly rtjoiccd, 
as if thfcy were np^rtd of fome great And foimidabb 
'fcftriihy, curfilig f tils *fe*erity *tttd () reftlefs tamper, which 
"had «tpt/fed*tW;m to 1 fo humy ’toils tot ll perils of war ; 

4 fctefides, &e prfrfdealfetteteA tbtmMves with a profpe^ 

5 of enjd^ng O^ttyhrte- yffflitfre in fo Taft an empite ; and 
the pdvkte ftildftrs hdd theS eyes * Ifiteritly fixed on the 
itofiknF^treaftrrOtfdf gold* which Alexander left behind 
"him, and which the^hbpfed' to fhrire mfcbdgf them* for 
there Were at tW r tiA& ^Hty/fioufirftd talents in bank, 

* Khd tliree Jftifodrcd thAlufinld 6bMing iti yearly by \ *• * f 

’'tribute and'etfteni. ,r ' ” * lr> * Tj a* 

{ '* Oh the otlhtf fidft l the eodqtekd rflttfJfia would not at 
f l&ft givfe credit "HA dt thote -who* carried the 

* "fir* thtf ‘thought* he muil 
r becM m<% VMtp tout* foWn- 

refaoved<4&tir 
‘*e4^re®fe from Bafryfon/Mfcy 
hith, f W#tth WVbdtWite cerembnH fes 
ail fftfifcy f thW fhUt -*ith m I “for- 



*pw, as for a father that had protp&cd anfi cberilhfd 
them* » » / * t 

< More efpecially the grief of Joins'* fpqtjbpr f *f^a jje- 
markable', who* though (he had U>ft eighty of hjw ,hff- 
threu, with their father, all cruelly murdered ,by f Qchu? \ 
though (he had loft pariqs, the only Surviving of Jeveh 
Tons, and wa$ herfelf^caft down frqm th,c height of wp- 
jefty to the abjedi ftate of a qaptivc, yet, (he tore all .with 
an even mind, till Alexander’s death, whole indulgence 
alone, whilft living, had fupported her uritter fo many 
grievous calamities ; but as loop as he, had fprfaken the 
earth, flic grew weary of tajrying*any Jongejr on ft top* 
m t that die eftcemed ap enemy ajpovf her father# bre- 
tlucn, and hei ion, but becaufe.fhe had > experienced in 
him, whom, (he dreaded as an spemy, the gopdnqfa XPd 
piety, the modeijty and regard of. all tbefe relations. 

This great moparchjjgjng dead, and ( not having ap* 
pointed a fupceflbf,, thyre arpfe alraoft, as many kings ‘as 
theie were govetqqra pf pf^iftcqs, ppd, leaders in the 
<u my ; hence fprung jpnpnparible confufiops, wgrs, and 
ddordu\s, in,|Up empire $ tjUafe were tufnph* aqd iofur- 
Kftionsiq Creege^ *fpecpdjy*jfk Athens,, where the ci- 
tizen?, under the conduQ^pf theie qpptain, in* 

vjted the reft pf'tho rGjne^p tfcei* liberty, by 

tak* *g arms*; qqr were fterqjqfojftirp jPfAfatand £gypt| 
evu y ^ere men’s minds were unfettled^ and, jdefiroi^ of 
novelty. Ptplpny W- ^gyptj^r lMt <hafe of thp.caa- 
torafed cgnpiw;, be tStyfcfafA fcirafigf v4 fci% ffi- 
ftflrity by tiffi saquftipf rfH^n 

-.fflgwl <wr mi $**»,*„ 4rtWim<g?Wtf A 

'Afia* ^i-y%»dwTbraw* (t bm^^|go9»»)Sfopiet 
H* W» me mi 

4rm mtti* mf&m* 
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own perfons, or in their poilerily, yield to the prevailing 
fortune of their enemies, till at length all thefo fhattered 
remainB of the Macedonian empire became provinces of 
the Roman ; of which I will fay (omething in my next. 

In the mean while, i triumph to think that the Otto- 
man empire is now btcome more formidable, large, and 
victorious, than all that went btfifVe it. May God in- 
creafe the felicities and honours of true believers, till the 
day of the final meUanoipliofis. 

Paris, 13th of the 4th Moon, of the Year i6?R. 


IL — To Musu Abu’l, Yah van, Proftffor of Philofophy 
at Fez,. 

1 received thy venerable difpatcli with great fatisfac- 
tion, and am glad to find thou art fo far from being tired 
with what I have already faid concerning Conllantinople, 
that thou challenged me with a prornife I formerly made 
thee, of giving thee a farther account of what I have 
observed there moll remarkable. 

In deferibing this imperial city, I have imitated the 
painters, who, when tticy would draw a beauty to the 
life, do not go arithmetically to work, or obferve any 
order in their rough draughts ; but following the con- 
du£t of a wild and flrong fancy, they dafli their pencil 
here and there, as that -volatile faculty infpiics them, re- 
garding only the fymmetry of the pidlure, without pre- 
ferring one part to another, or being curious in delineat- 
ing, every little Angularity : ‘ So I, in pourtraying thifi 
queen of cities, this fupcrlative beauty of the whole 
earth, draw my ftrokea at random, not defigning to pre* 
fent thee with an anatomy-ledturc over her, or to unveil 
all her interior fecrets, but only to give thee a trapfient 
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view of thofe parts which appear moft eminent, and at- 
tract the eyes of all travellers ; and this I do not perform 
all at once, (it were too great a t£(k) but even like them, 
by fits and ftarts, as I find my opportunities. 

1 have hitherto prefented thee with a profpeffc of very 
magnificent and curie us obje&s, as temples, mofques, a- 
quedufts, columns, Abeliflcs, bazars, &c. ; now prepare 
thine eyes for an entertainment of another nature : I will 
fliow thee things, though perhaps not fo iiluftrious to 
outward appearance, or Unit ting with royal grandeur, 
yet fuflicienlly great ancl fplendid, to perpetuate the me- 
mory of the founders, and to convey their fame to all 
generations ; things alfo of public ufe and fervice, dc- 
figns of charity, policy, and generous wifdom, under- 
takings of a noble and heroic character, as thou wilt per- 
ceive by the following account. 

No traveller can furvey the ftreets of Conftantinople, 
and not have his eyes arrdled here and there by moft ca- 
pacious and ample caravanferas, where alldiftreffed foreign- 
ers,' and fuch as are deftitute of a more convenient lodg- 
ing, may in any ofthefe fine! a fhelter and fanfluary from 
the injuries of open air, from night robbers, and other 
iuconveniencies ; thefe caravaniera3 are in number three 
hundred and three, built <at the expences of Ottoman 
princes and bafla9. ^ 

Th(5T?are alfo in this city ninety bofpitals, where the 
poor are nouriihed, and the fick aiTOtieS with extraordi- 
nary piety and care. 

„ 1 Befides all thefe, there arc five colleges where the 
faiences are publicly profeffed and taught, and where a 
certain number of young men are educated agd main- 
tained at the Grand Signlor's coft, being conftant ftipen- 
d i^ries to the fullan. There are many fuch colleges Scat- 
tered up and down Caramania* Natolia, and throughout 

• e ^ 
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Greece, and the LefTer Afia ; fo that the nnrtib'er ofilu- 
dents, in thefe countries^ is computed to be above liftfe 
thoufand, not reckoning thofe in Arabia, Syria, And E- 
gypt, where flourilh innumerable feminaries of divine and 
human wifdom. 

But to return to Conftantinople ; the next thing worthy 
of obfervation is the ferayan, or^’houfe of equipages, 
where are made all forts of trappings for horfes, efpecial- • 
ly faddles of. immenfe coft, and admirable workmanlhip ; 
this place is alfo environed with high walls, and (hut in 
with ftrong gates; there cannot be a more agreeable 
fight to fuch as take pleafure in horfes and riding, than 
tp fee four thoufand men here daily at work in their 
(hops, each driving to excel the reft in the curiofity of 
his artifice : You (hall fee one bufy in fpartgling a fad- 
dle with great oriental pearls, and unions intermixed, for 
fome AraFan horfe, belonging perhaps to the Vifier 
Azem ; another fitting a curb, or bit of the pureft gold 
to a bridle of moft precious Rufiian leather ; fome a- 
dorn their trappings with choice Phrygian work, others 
with diamonds, rubies, and the moll coftly jewels of the 
Eaft ; in a word, there is fo illuftrious a variety of thefe 
accoutrements, that tfie eye is aftonifhed at the fight of 
them, and I have heard many travellers acknowledge, 
that the like is not to be feen in any city of the world 
befidc Conftanlinople. I know not what may b' jn your 
cities of Moroccirnatu Fez, in regard the Moors are 
great cavaliers. 

There are, moreover, two other palaces in the dty, 
cticompaflcd with peculiar Walls 5 in thefe the janizaries 
are potted, who are the Guards du Corps to the Grand 
Signior 5 they are under the command of decurion£ 
without whofc leave no janizary dare fet a foot out ofUfie 
palace. 
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jlfvxt is the arfennl of the city, built on the fea fhor<fy 
containing an hundred and eighty arches, under winch 
. ar? very elegant porticos or piazzas where people walk 5 
there are above forty thousand men daily ?,t work in this 
arfenal, and eighty great galleys lie there Jway* in rca- 
dinefs for any fudden t xpedition. 

- Befides, tlu;rt is another in the fuburba, wherein there 
always lip an hundred and fifty great galleons on the 
Hocks, and fixty fitted up with all neceflkriee conftantly 
lie in the water. 0 y , 

The granaries, or ftore-houfes for corn, prefent them- 
fclves next ; they are built in a comer of the city toward 
Pera, where the walla are far ftronger than in any other 
part, and the gates are of iron. Here is always laid up 
an immenfe quantity of wheat and barley, as alfo of other 
grain, as if it were to ferve for many years,, yet it is 
changed for new corn every three years ; they fay, that 
in. the . reign of Amurat III. there was an incredible 
abundance of millet found there, whofe virtue was much 
admired, in that it had lain there eighty years found, and _ 
free from any corruption. 3 

I have purpofely outfitted to fpeak of the two royal 
feraglios, finee the lead, of them Ivill require a large let- 
ter by itfelf, to be deferibed exa&ly ; only this I wjll 
fay in (hort, that the leall is a French league, in circuit, 
tor thw Italian miles, and the biggeft^^merein the 
Grand Signior dwells, is a leagu*; :\rj^rt^-thiids, ©r five 
Italian miles ; the former is calWcl Efchy Satay, or the 
©let palace, the latter is nimedv Bryuch Saray, or the 
great fcraglio. If thou defuefi ia f^rtjifr and more par- 
ticular description' of Mlitfe royal courts, 1 will fend it 
'thee in . future difpatches, fur it will , be too large for 

In the mean time I mull, not forget the mofqvie of. 
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Jub>'w'hereoui‘ Sultans receipt the (word when they firit 
come to the crown ; this is a building of great antiquity, 
fcpted in the fartheft angle of the city near the haven ; 
brer againft it are the fultan’B ftaWes, having very fair 
gardens adjoined to them; not far from thence is the 
Topana, or gun-yard, where there lies a vaft number cff 
brafs pieces of ordnance without carriages, of which fome 
are turned direftly againft the haven. 

As you pafs from this place, it is impoflible to avoid 
the fight of a pillar, which (hoots up from the top of a 
rock, at . fome diftance from the city ; this column is all 
of white marble, and was ere&ed by Cn. Pompey, as a 
monument of his viftory over Mithridates, King of Pon- 
tu9 ; on this fide of the city there is nothing hardly to 
be feen for eight miles together, but houfes built for 
pleafure and delight, with mod beautiful groves and 
gardens. 

Over againft the city Hands Pcra, an arm of the fea 
coming between them j this fuburb or borough is in- 
habited chiefly by Grecians andWeftern Franks. 

Round about this fuburb hre many pretty country 
houfes, farms, and granges, moll delicioully feated in the 
midft of high tufts of ’trees, with green fields, and cry- 
ftal ftreams adjoining to them, where the ambafladors 
of foreign princes make their abode fometimes. 

1 will not C«iqry thee from hence to Scutari, tlicjigh a . 
great and (lately ^sg^V^within the liberty alfo of the 
imperial city ; I will not' detain thee with the fingulari- 
ties of the^hracian Cherfonefus, or drill thee along to- 
Calipolis, though this were the firft town in Europe' 
which Amurat took in the year 1363 ; my difign is al- 
together at Conflantinople ; therefore, having iurveyed 
Pera, which is alfo called Galata, let us crofs the watei^ 
and return again to the mother city, that we may knowr 



wjfpt manner of government there in in: it,,, and. how the 
laws, aTe, executed. 

sXh.e .chief juagiiirate is called Stambol Cadifi, or judge 
q£ Copit ant in opk ; before him are pleaded all caufea both 
criminal and civil j die has four deputies under him, who 
feparately govern the four chief preciudts of the city*; 
there is like wife an officer ^called Sabafli, whofe bufinefs 
is to take cognifance' of every one’s crime that is fei*- 
ed in tlie ilreets or ho ufe s» and to refer it to the fu- 
pieme vilier ; he has alfo four deputies— under him $• 
and all men are bound to afiift him in cafe of difficulty. , ■ 

The common prifon of Conftantinople is divided iutp 
two parts, t,he upper and the lower ; the upper is only 
for civil offences, and has an airy green court in the 
middle of it, with a fountain continually fpouting up 
water, which fomething diminifties the fqualidnefs of the 
place ; the lower is for capital crimes, and is a very fade, 
of horror and loathfomenefs. . .< 

Flower of philofophers, I pray God, who gave us our 
fenfes, always grant them agreeable obje&s, and defend 
us from ail noifome fcents/cfpecially from the peftilential 
fumes of hell, which, they fay, at certain times tranfpiiy* 
through the chinks and crannies if the earth, infe&ing, 
this upper world with deplorable contagions. May the 
odours of paradife refrefh us for ever, O fcnfible Mjpfu ! 

Pari^x^ih of the 4th Moon, of the Year 1 6 ^ 


III. — To Krrke^THassan,. Baja. 

Every year the French gain ground of their enemies ; * 
'they^nake profperous campaigns, and always come oiF 
ccm^uerors. 

il ia the 1 beginning of the 3d moon, the king caufed ’ 

ES 
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Ohent to be befieged by the Marefchal d'Hurmetw: 
This city is the capital of all Flanders, and is divided 
into feveral quarters or ifles ; fo is the country round 
about it, by certain rivers and canals, which render it of 
extreme difficult atcefs, and fpoil all communication ; 
it is one of the greatdl cities in Europe, and is defended 
by a counterfcarp, a large ditchy good ramparts, and 
many baftions. The inhabitants boaft that it was found- 
ed by Julius Ckcfan They have been able to raife an 
army of fifty thoufand men among themfelves, whenever 
they have been inclined to revolt from their fovereign ; 
yet they could not hold out above ten clays againft the 
prefent arms of* France, but feeing the vigour with which 
they were attacked on all Tides, and defpairing of any 
fuccours, they furrendered on articles. 

Next to this, the city of Ypres was furrendered to 
.them on the 25th of the fame moon, after a fiege of 
eight days j. this is another confiderable city in Flan- 
ders. 

Nor have the French arms been unfuccefsful in Ca- 
talonia, under the command of the Duke de Noailles ; 
this general having taken Puiccida, the capital city of 
that province, and a place of great ilrength, being feated 
on the top of the Pyrenean mountains, and defended by 
a caf^le built on a rock. The Prince of Conde won; it 
in the yea*yj^64, but it was afterwards rellorcd.to.the 
Spaniards treaty of the Pyrenees, who 

fortified it anew vmn ?U the modern forms. This city 
lias under its command abo^p eighty villages, and draw s 
contributions from all the province .of Cerdaigne ; it* fe- 
atures the poffdfion of RodfiUon, covers the frontiers; of 
{^.attguedoc, and is efteemed fecond oply to Barcelona ' 
of all the cities in thefe parts. . , 

Front Germany, and the provinces bordering on >'he 
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Rhine, fume tuniports hither fucceffive relations of battles 
.fcjggbt between the French and the Imperialifts, whertla 
the former always get the victory. The Marefchal de 
Crequi engaged with them iirft near Grotzingben, where 
the Prince of Baden, aud forty officers of note, were 
wounded on the enemies fide ; the Count of Liqueville, 
a commander under the Duke of Lorrain, with many- 
others, were taken ^urifoners. The French took from 
them a great number* of ilandards, killed abundance 
of their men, and, in fine, remained mailers of the 
field. 

No lefs advantage had they in the 7th moon, on the 
plains of the Rbeinfeldt, near the river Rhine, where 
they killed above eight hundred Imperialifts upon the 
fpot ; and the bridge of Rbeinfeldt was fo crammed, 
with dead bodies, that they fevvtd as a barrier to flop 
the French from purfuing their riftory to the gates of 
the city. 

The Marefchal de Crcqui alfo defeated a body of fix 
thoufand-horfe and dragoons,, commanded by the Duke 
of Lorrain near to Oflembourgh, which was followed by 
the taking of Grtamburg cattle, and the fort of Kehl,. 
which tire, marefchal razed to the ground ; he took alfo • 
the ’fort of Zolhaufien, and encountering the Duke of 
Lorraiiiy- near a plaee called Lauterbourg, he fet upon 
himypd killed four hundred of his mem/^r'tTicy were 
palling a bridge of the Rhin^and J^Cthree hundred 
prifoners. 

. If they go on at this raWfyear after year* it will bedif- 
. ficult to fet the limits of Aheir continually growing em- 
pire ; only* we need not fear that they, will ever be able 
• to ieftle the faithful Ofmana out of the patrimony ftp: * 
l^mted them by deftiny. « 
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SjCrenc miuifter,, the crefcent outlines the crofs, the 
Alcoran fuperfedes the Bible, and nil things yield to the 
(invincible arms of true believers. , 

Paris, 1,9th of the 8th Moett, of the Year 1678. 


IV.— To Dali malchkd, the fVidow r of Pcjldt hit 
Brother , Mttjhr of the Cufioms, '(fad Superinlendant of 
the Arfenal at Conjlantinoplc . 

T hou mayell be allured it is no compliment when I tell 
thee I condole thy lofs j lie that is dead was my brother, 
as well as thy hulband, and the friendlhip which was be- 
tween us united us more clofely, than did Qur blood ; we 
never thought any thing too much to perform in the ler- 
vice of each other, provided it did not intrench upon our 
honour, but we greedily fnatchcd every opportunity of 
demonilrating our. mutual affections. 

He is gone to infinite joys, to a place of refrcfhsuent, 
where he banquets on the reverfion of his good works in 
this life ; he revels at large, anfj without contradiction, 
or murmuring of women, in full bowls of the atnbiofia of 
paradife ; no ptevilh female interrupts his joy, or turns 
his fmiles to frowns by her unworthy carriage ; he lie$ 
ftretched out at <^ife upon the crimfon beds of Eden, w ith 
pages waTtTTl£>m him, whofe eyes are like the poiifhcd 
pearl ; each btankuff tJd pti goblet, milled with fapphires 
in his hand, full char^ok^ith wine, which mortal kings 
would give their kingdomsSer ; thofe heavenly youtiis 
perform their paits with admirable grace, and dutiful ex- 
aftnefs ; they wait the minute of their lord's defire ; 
with humble refignatibn, the fair Cupids Hand eneompaff- 
mg his bed, each being emulous of the reft, all ftrivinj*^ 
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with an agreeable generofity, who fhall ferve then* mailer 
firft, and with the greateft promptness. 

When Pedcli pleafes to divert himfelf with women, it* 

• is but to wifh, and one more fair than ever Apelles drew 
prefents herfelf, chafte as Diana, yet* as kind as Venus $ 
.no coy demurs protraft the enjoyment of his wifh, nor is 
there the leait lign of impudence to pall it 5 but in per- ‘ 
fed love they meet ca\h other, and unite their hearts, and 
fo they pafs their time lijfcconftant unrepented blifs. 

He traverfes the plcafant walks of Eden, and fits him 
down upon the banks of her immortal rivers, rivers that 
llream with wine, and milk, and honey ; under the fhade 
of happy trees, he lies upon the flowery green, in the ca- 
reflls of fome lovely daughter of paradife, whilft aroma- 
tic winds infpire him with diviner paflions than Endymion 
felt in the embraces of Diana. O happy date of feparatc 
fouls that part from earth in purity ! their pleafures 
know no bounds or end. 

For what I have faid is only emblematical, deferibing 
in fenfible ftiovt figures thofe raptures and tranfeendent 
joys which cannot other wife be exprefied. Whatever e- 
levated fancy can conceive of blifs, is all by infinite odds 
furpaffed in the enjoyments of the happy fouls above. 
Thfcre is no number, weight, or mcafure of their eternal 
and fuperlative felicities ; they pafs from JT 5 y to,i pyf- and 
fport injpndlefs circles of beatitude. O retj^n ever to be 
defired ! O gardens of incomparabJ^^my ! where the 
liberal Monarch of the univerfe^gales the wearied fouls 
of mortals with banquets if inedimable price, and un- 
matched delicacy, after their toilfome pilgrimage on earth. 

If Pedeli could hear, I would congratulate his happi- 
iftfs, umead of condoling thy misfortune in lofing fueh a 
huft^nd 5 he ha#efcaped the fliip wrecks of this lower 
wr*ld, this fea of grief and tragedies ; he is got lafe into 



HO LETTERS WROTE* BY Vdl. VliL 

tsfcte harbour of eternal reft, the port of peace', and landed 
; <6n the ftrand of the Omnipotent^ fcraglio, where guards 
of angels waited on him to the throne ^of Alla, with ten 
thoufand thoufand flambeaux burning in the walks of- 
Eden. 

But tell me, Dalimalchcd, were not you fomething in . 
the fault, that the gcucrous Peitcll left us both £b foon ? 
Did you not fret and tcaze his 'higw-born foul with words 
which might have well been fp£;cd to a man of fo quick 
fenfe? Doubllefs he needed not your fuming le&urcs, and 
more filent difciplinc of pouts. If he committed faults, (as 
who docs not?) he foon was fenfible without a reprimand; 
there was no occufton to keep him half a moon in parox> 
yfms of melancholy and grief; this was too hard a pe- 
nance for his fpirit to bear : But you women have ways 
by yourfelves, unintelligible to our fex; your windings 
and turnings are intricate as thofe of ferpents ; Dsedalus 
himfelf, were he now alive, though once the glory of la- 
byrinth-makers, yet would be puzzled to trace your fex, 
in all your fecret, wild, unknown meanders ;* yc are all 
the very changeable things eff the earth ; nobody knowa- 
what to make of you. 

Dalimalchul, I tell f thee a woman never commands a 
man, unlefs he be a fool, but by her obedience;- that Way 
ilie tR^lna heart, and makes a thorough oOnqneit of hb 
affe&ions ; ihewheedles him out of his fovereig*jty, by 
cunning complai^g^fnd proper capitulations* or at leaffc 
by this method flic iav&^jerfelf ; (he will not* thwart- him 
in the torrent of his palfim, but meekly yields to the 
mighty ftream, and will not fuffer her tongue to move 
but in the eddy of his wrath. 

In a word, a good woman confults her hufbantfW pleas- 
ure in all things; and if thou haft donefo, the womMiaa 
nothing to fay to thee ; but if otherwise, I advife thcofo 
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'tvtmain a widow, left the next man that marries thee 
Acmld revenge the injuries my brother received at thy 
hands; for this as one way of taming {hrews. , 

' ' l*aris, 17th of the icth Moon, of the Year 1678. 


V.—To Hamet, EJfvnclU Principal Secretary of the 
\ttiman Empire • 

I hope thou wilt pardon me, moft illuftftouB minifter, 
that I h^ve thus long delayed*to give thee a farther ac- 
count of th? dates of Europe ; but now 1 will proceed, 
and, according to thy command, begin where I left oil’. 

Having already difeourfed of Germany, I will defeend 
into the Netherlands, which is as natural as for a man 
that has furveyed the uppei town of Buda, or any other 
city feated like that, to fall into the lower ; for fo the 
Netherlands feem to be a kind of outlying borough, hear 
the fuburb to the German empire. 

They are called the Netherlands, by reafon of their 
low fituation near the fcaf which makes the country ap- 
pear like a niarfli or moor ; they contain feventecn pro- 
vinces* ten whereof are under th£ jurifdidtion of the King 
of Spain ; the other feven make up a diftinft and inde- 
pendent republic among themlelves. ^ 

TJjf circumference of the feventeen .provinces is a 
- thoufand Italian miles ; and jtil t compals there 

ar e two hundred availed tow»v/' ana cities, an hundred* 
and fifty other places which enjoy the fame privileges 
and power as the former /and there are fix thoufand vil- 
lages. 

/ I^/the time of Julius Caefar, tlus track of ground was 
ceiled Belgic Gaul by the Romans 5 It was inhabited, by 
warlike people, impatient of fervitude, and ftputaf- 
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• fosters of their native liberty , .as ,tbe fame Caefar founds 
^experience when he warrtd among them ; -nay, and , 
fmee that time the mnflulmans themfdvep have felt 4hcir < 
valour ; witntf* the famous expedition of Godfrey of 
Bullcn to recover the Holy Land out of the hancfc of : 
the Saracens ; and that other of Baldwin the Fleming, 
who made himfclf mailer of Conjlantinople and the Gre- 
cian empire. ; 

The ancient Romans ufe to^lay, That the Gauls 
fought for their liberty, the Germans for booty, and the 
Dutch for glory and honour ; hence it came to pafs that 
the Roman emperors in thofe day6 had always a fele& 
guard about their perfons, choftn out of thefe provinces; 
alfo the Hollanders and Friezelanders were called the 
friends and afloeiatee of the Romans. 

But though thefe provinces formerly had each a di- 
ftin£i fovereign, with a peculiar government and laws, 
yet afterwards they were all reduced under the dominion, 
of the Dukes of Burgundy, from whom they devolved to 
the Archdukes of Auftria, and laft of all to the Kings of 
Spain, who claim a title to teA of them at this day ; but 
the King of France has poflefliop of a great part : As 
for the other f'even, they are quite emancipated and free, 
it being an eftablilhed maxim with them, That the long- 
eft fwtwOngjves the beft title to a government ; and, for 
ought I fee, tkjs principle is praftifed thronghotv the 
world. ^ T " 

The inhabitants of the' Netherlands are generally talL 
and ftrong bodied people, comely, civil, open hearted,, 
courteous, prompt, sufd laborious*; more addicted to 
wine than to women, equally forgetful of benefits and . 
injuries, great mijlicians, expert Teamen, cunning ^per- 1 
chants, accurate painters, and very ingenious in all arts ; 
they are not jealous of theix women, as moil other s&t 
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ttotis are, but fuffer thtm to walk abroad openly, and 
cbnverfe with men in the ftrcets : Neither will any of 
thefe females refufe an invitation to a bottle of wine ; as 
foon as you come into any houfe, the daughter of - the 
family meets you with a bottle of wine, or other itrong " 
beverage, in her hand, and drinks it off to you, and if 
you do not very readily atifwer, and pledge her, it paifes 
for a iign of rudenefs SntwiW manners. . 

Thefe people are very rich, by reafon of their mer- 
chandife and traffic with other nations, for they export 
the product of their foil, and their own manufa&ures, 
vending or exchanging them, at a prodigious advantage, * 
in the remoteft regions of the earth. 

They have very ftrong forts and cailles up and down 
the country, with cities which are in a manner inexpug* <■ 
nable. * As for the religion of the Netherlander#, the ten 
provinces, which are fubjeft to the King of Spain or 
France, are called Catholics \ the other feven represent . 
the celebrated tower of Babel, where the languages were 
firft confounded, as Mofes relates ; for fuch is the hodge* 
podge and gallimaufry of religions tolerated in Amfter- 
dam, Leyden, and other cities of ^lolland, and in gene* 1 
ral throughout all the Seven United States ; neither have » 
they much more regularity and order in other matters. * 
Wonder not, therefore, if my pen obferves no in 

treatingpof a country which is the very emblem, proverb* ' 
-*nd centre of ataxy and confufion ; ji^ever, I will now 
begin to make more particular diftin&ions than in the 
former par t of my letter* f 

Zealand has a bad air,«cfpccially in the furamcr time, 
when the fun exhales {linking and infectious vapours > 
from the lakes and- pools, of which ther$ is a great num« ;; 
her in that* province $ yet it has an excellent foil, abound* . 
ing with wheat and other corrP, alfo with good^paftuffage. * 



*J4 ' LETTERS V%IvT3®N BY VofctVJJJfe 

fb? Sheep and cattle. There is little more to be fajd pf 
this province. ; 

Holland has this obfervabie in it, that frequently?* the 
earth trembles there under the burden of coaches, .. w*g*. 
gons, horfes, See. which is an argument that the ground 
is hollow underneath, and full of caverns. To confirm 
tliis opinion, they fay, -that af cow once' -falling into a 
gap or chafm in the earth, wah f/ unci dead three day* 
afterwards in the fea, being kncKvn by the owner to be 
the fame. Hence a pait of Holland, ‘in the language of 
the country, is called Waterland, which at firlt hearing 
founds like a contradittion ; but they mean by it, a land 
fituated in the waters ; for fo indeed the whole province 
appears to be divided into fmall iflands by innumerable 
canals, lakes, and pools, that every where expofe them- 
felves to your eye. This province deferves moil properly 
of all the reft the appellation of Netherland, it being 
funk fo very low, that in many places the fea rifes high- 
er than it, which compels the Hollanders to fortify their 
(hores with high and ftrong banks, which with great coft 
they continually keep repaired. 

They have but littl^ corn or fruit of their own growth, 
being fupplied with' thofe things from Germany, Poland, 
and ether countries \ but there is an immenfe quantity of 
g?aTffHt**3£»uriih millions of {Keep, oxen, and fiorfcsl And 
what I have'ftqd of thefe two provinces may be*h. fome 
degree applied toM #l “the reft, Friezeland only excepted , ? 
which is more fertile of corn, yields abundance of pulfe 
and fait, and is well clothed^ with woods. 

As to the manners of tliefc people, the Zealander* am 
of- a ready wit, provident, and fubtle, of ftatur« gener- 
ally very tall, as, will appear by a woman of tins pro- 
vince, whom William Count of Holland fent to the nup- 
tials of Charles the Fair Isftig of France ; flic was of 
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VWlfiti height and bulk, that the Frttlch looked like 
pigmies or dwarfs in comparifon of her ; and fuch was 
h^r fttengtb, that fhe could lift from the ground abeam, 
and fcairy it on her flioulders, which eight labouring men 
could hardly ftir. ■< 

' It is obferved of Gueldere, that it was the fifft of thefe 
provinces which fubmittc<j to the rifing fortune of the 
Roman empire, and Jjafi the firft that fhook off the 
yoke when that empire *was in its wane. ^ 

In Utrecht there are abundance of nobles, who are 
more foft and polite in their converfation than the reft of 
the Hollanders ; the women of quality there go veiled. 

The public affairs of all thefe provinces are managed 
by thofe whom they call the States General of the Unit- 
ed Provinces ; thefe are a convention or affembly of the 
chief nobles, principal magiftrates, and moft eminent ci- 
tizens in every province. - t 

Courteous effendi, thefe are the chief things which I 
know of the United Provinces, unlefs thou wouldft have 
me write their complete hiftory, which would be too te- 
dious for letters- Accept of my labours, which though 
mean, yet are voluntary, cheerful^ and done at a jerk. 
Paris, 4th of the nth Moon, of the year 1678. 


VI .— To the Same, 

1 rn / 

1 hou wilt fay I am all upon the extremes. In mylaft 
' I dragged thee through the - moft dirty, natty, abjedfc val- 
ley of all the earth ; I mean Holland, with the reft of 
the Un : ted Provinces ; now I am going to lead thee out' 
of thofe fenny hogs, and give thee a breathing up the fa- 
lubrious hills and mountains of Helvetia or Swifferland. 
It is true' this cannot be dou^ without a confiderabk leap 
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o+er many provinces of Germany, part of Lorrain and 
Alface ; but having fpoken formerly of the empire, &ncf 
from thence in my next, by a kind of natural defeent, 
fallen into the Low Countries, the confideration of their 
form of government put me in mind of the other repub- 
lics in Europe, among which, that of Swiflerland lying 
next to the United States, I chfofe to make it the fubjedt 
of this letter, defigning to give thepl&n account of Venice, 
Genoa, Lucca, and the reft in oftler. 

Know then, that Helvetia or Swiflerland was once a 
province of Germany, but now it is a commonwealth fub- 
fifting by itfelf, and not fubjedl to any foreign power ; 
it is divided into thirteen cantons or provinces; I will not 
trouble thee with the names of each diftridfc, or with their 
feveral chara&ers : The whole country in general looks 
like a great bunch of rocks and mountains, feparated by 
fmall but veiy pleafant valleys ; and though the moun- 
tains feem rough, yet their tops and brows flourifh no lcfs 
with all forts of trees and herbage, than the faireft plains. 
The inhabitants nourifh abundance of flieep on them, be- 
fides goats, hinds, horfes, with many other kinds of beafts; 
for there is great plenty of animals in this country, both 
wild and tame. The air is piercing and ferene ; the foil, 
though not of itfelf fertile, yet is made fo by the induftry 
of ‘nft M n»habitaiit8 ; in Tome jftrts they have vineyards 
which produce a grape of wonderful delicacy, theSivine of 
which is much efteamed in thofe parts. The lakes alfo . 
and rivers abound with filh of all forts ; neither is there 
any fcarcity of fowls, or of Any thing elfe which imme- 
diately ferves the ncceffities of. human life ; only fUingf 
tending to luxury, and other kinds of want6nnefs, v are not 
to be found in this happy region : It is a fecond Scythia 
or Tartary ; and indeed the inhabitants of Swiflerland are 
thought to ctttrte out df thdfe more northern regions. * 
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^ They have ever been famous for their invincible con- 
jlancy and valour in war; Julius Caefar himfelf was afraid 
of them, and built a wall to hinder them from going into 
Prance or Gaul, when he remembered that JL. Cafiius, 
a Roman conful, was vanquifhed by them, and his whole 
army routed. Some authors affirm, that in the times of 
old, the inhabitants of tly north of Europe were fo pro* 
digioufly multiplied, ihafl fome of them were forced to 
feek new feats ; wherei&re, rufhing through Germany, 
and palling the Rhine, they were met~by the Gauls, 
whom they overcame and defeated ; upon which news 
the neighbouring nations being terrified, fent ambafladors 
to them defiring peace : The conquerors replied, they 
came not to wage war, or dillurb the peace of mankind .; 
that they only fought a place to live in quietly, where 
they might manure the ground, without hurting any bo- 
dy. Then Helvetia was granted to them, where their 
polleiity live to this day. 

As to the ‘.manners of the modern Swifs, they anfwer 
cxa&ly the ancient chara&cr, being wholly addi&ed to 
war, hardy to bear all inc^nveniencies of hunger, thirft, 
cold, and other afflictions of nature, providence, deftiny, 
or chance ; a little money ferves tfieir turn to defray the 
expences of eating, their . diet being very plain and orv 
dinary, confifting chiefly of milk and cheefe. , 
are changeable in any thing, it is in wine and other ftrong 
liquors; for you fhall fiud but mean and fqualid hou- 
7fes, and contemptible furniture, and Aey wear garments 
anfwerable to the r<j(l ; but they are given to drink- 
ing above meafure ; they will cpnfume whole days and 
rpghts fucceffively, without intermiffipn, in their drunken? 
debauches j nor can any friendlhip be $ontra£ked among 
them, but over their cups ; for he wbf> drinks, moil, find 
is mo^/rqlicfome and deboi^ir, is taken for a mart of 
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integrity ; whereas he that Teems timorous of his health* 
or makes any frivolous excufes, is looked upon as a fneafc- 
ing fellow, not worthy of fuch good company; nay. fome- 
times their madnefs grows to that height, as to fet a dag- 
ger to his throat who refufes to pledge in his turn. 

And yet after all this reproach, it mull be confefied 
,that thefe people are very prudent and circumfpe&, both 
in their private and public aftafos ; for notwithftanding the 
pleafurc they take in liberal cok’potations, yet every man, 
when the frolic is over, is intent on his bufinefa, , ufing 
double induftry and diligence- to make, good the expen- 
ses of his lafb vanity ; they work to drink, and drink 
that they may better work again ; To in the public, it is 
evident that they are not defe&ive in policy, fincc they 
have been able for To mauy-ccnturies of years to maintain 
their union and confederated liberties again ft fo many 
princes who have endeavoured to bring them under a fo-~ 
reign yoke ; and not only fo, but fuch is the Angularity 
of their conduft, that the mod mighty monarchs in Eu- 
rope are glad to enter into a league with them, and fend 
ycatl) vaft fums of money. 

.Thou wilt not, after what 1 have faid, expert to find 
in Swifferland the riefles of Arabia and Babylon, nor the 
reft of the luxurious and magnificent fuperfluities of the 
j^the fituation of the country, and .nature of the 
foil, denies thefe glittering vanities; it is fuffjeiei&.that it 
brings forth enough to nourifh the inhabitants. 

They fear no f&eign invafion, both on the account 
this national poverty, and the inacccffible heights of the 
AJp9, with which they arc on all fide* environed . fyyja 
wall; add to this, the invincible refolution of the pepplfo 
who abhor and fear fubjeclion more than death itfcjf ; fo 
that no prince ift Europe dares, or thinks it worth his 
while to carry a war into {his country, knowing, Jthauf 
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lie (hould conquer it, the revenues, with alkthe fpoil of 
ids new-gotten poffellions, would not counterbalance the 
Spences of one.ftiort campaign : Befidcs, their Union i& 
and clofe, that it is aimed impoffible to break or 
diffolve it. Then they have fome very ftrong cities, caf- 
forts, and other places of defence, which would give 
’nOfmall diversion and incumbrance to him who fhould 
undertake fuch an expedition. In line, fuch are their 
eirchm dances, that all lie Courts round about them 
think it fafer‘ to court this untamcable nation, than to 
threaten <6r huff them. 

I will relate to thee a dory by way of indance Or ex- 
ample, from whence thou mayed comprehend more clear- 
ly the humour of this people. 

In former times, as I have already faid, Swtfferland 
was a provinbe of the German empire, or at lead reputed 
v fb ; and there were certain prefc&s or governors fet over 
them by Csefar, one fuccceding another ; fome of thefe, 
for their infolence, were driven out of the nation, others 
were killed by reafon of their tyrannous and cruel prac- 
tices. Among the red, dne of thefe governors, being 
difguflcd at a certain* Swifs, commanded him to be yoked 
with oxen that drew burdens in a cart ; but when neither 
by fair nor foul means they^ould force him to this vile 
'eondefceftfion,he commanded his eyes to be put out, -vflkfoh 
was dobe accordingly. This was murmured at ; but be- 
ing the firft effay of his cruel difpofition, they winked 
/ at it. J 

A' while after, the fame governor commanded a woman 
iitfher lmfband's abfence, to prepare a hot bath for him, 
'WHfch* when the chafte matron refirfed to perform tiff her 
tiuft&nd came home, he' druck her dead with an axe. 
This alfo, though heightening the Ohdler of the Swift, 
wat paffed by in meditation of future revenge* 
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At lad he grew fo foolifhly proud and imperious, that 
walking one day in the ftreets of the city, he duck his 
cane in the ground, and placed his turban or bonnet 
thereon, commanding all that pafled by to give honour 
to it, which when a certain honed Swifs refufed to do, he 
commanded him to drike off an apple from his fon ’s head 
with a (hot from his crofs-bcw ; the good father for a 
long time refufed thus to ha/.ali his foil’s life; but being 
overcome by the tyrant’s importunate menaces, lie rather 
ventured to truft to providence the life of his fon, than to 
facrifice both that and his own to the implacable malice 
of a barbarian;; fo he (hot, and hit the apple off, without 
touching his foil’s head. The governor feeing this, and 
taking notice that he brought two arrows with him, afk- 
qd him the reafon of it ; to whom the Swifs anfwered, 
“ If I had (hot amifs, and hurt my fon with the fird ar- 
row, I was rcfolved to have pierced thy heart with the 
feeond,” Upon this all the people gave a Ihout, and run- 
ning together, feized upon the governor, and tore him to 
pieces ; neither would they ever afterwards endure or ad- 
mit any man into their eiiie^ from the emperor, unlefslie 
came in the quality of an ambafiador. 

Serene miniiler, iTlhcfe memoirs are in the lead ac- 
ceptable to thee, it is but to command, and thou (halt 
find I have a dock not eafy to be exhauded. 

Adieu, adieu, for the prefent. May the curtains of 
God’s pavilion be^unfurled about us, to (kreen us fron^ 
the injuries of demons who hunt by night for mortals ; 
for it is now their hour. 

Paris, 6th of the 2d Moon, of the Year 1679. 
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VII.— 73» Dgn&t Oolou «/ Dam a feus. 

T # 

X could hardly believe my own eyes, when I fir ft read 
thy letter, and underftood that thou art turned hufband- 
man at laft, and fettled in a place the molt dcle&able on 
earth, the very centre and rendezvous of all pleafures, and 
what foe ver is agreeable y> mortals. Thou art a wary 
man, refolved to be fure *f one paradife at leaft, though 
it be by mortgaging thy ,jtle to the other; thou wilt not 
fuffer God Almighty to go upon tick withthee, nor truft 
all his piomifcs for heaven in reverfion ; yet I cannot dif- 
commend thy cautioufnefs ; we know not what {hall be- 
fdl us afteujdeath, and therefore nature projgpts us to fe- 
cure to ourfelveg fome (hare of happinefs in this life, and 
to antedate the 'Uncertainties of a future blifa, by carving* 
out our own heaven on Jhis fide the grave. However, I 
wifti thou mayeft not furfeit on thy prefent* enjoyments, 
and fo render thy foul incapable of the voyage to eternal 
beatitude. I tell thee, my t)gnct, thou art a bold man, 
to \enture on a place by choice, which the meflenger of 
God purpofely fnuaned as 4he mod dangerous on earth ; 
but I v r ould not difeourage thee ; that city was then in 
the hands of infidels, a feat of prdffanatiou and idolatry ; 
now it is fan&ificd by the prefence of true believers, by 
the preaching of the law brought down from heaven, Mr1 J 
by the mofqnes of pLifeiSt holiuefs. 

As for the manuei of life thou haft made choice of, I 
^/highly applaud it, as the mod primfcive^innocent, de- 
lightful, and happy above all others ; many gieat princes 
and kings have exchanged the toilfomc glory, and royal 
fatigues of empire, for the fwcet tranquillity and eafe of 
a country farm, and wholefome exercifes of agriculture : 
^Thus Dioclefian, a Roman emperor, quitted his throne 
for the fake of a private life, gnd thofe hands which had 
Vol Fill. * 
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been accuftomed to wield the feeptre, became at laft vo- 
luntarily familiar with4lSf fpade, the plough, and the har- 
row ; fo the grand Cyrus, monarch of the Perfians, uftd 
to bead of the gardens planted and fowed with his own 
hands $ and it is Certain, that the Fabii,«the Lentuli, the 
Ciceros, the Pifos, witli many of the noblcd families in 
ancient Rome, derived their \*a tries from thofe,kind of 
vegetables which they fignify, \ and which their fathers 
took delight in planting. • 

How many great authors have written in praife of huf- 
bandry ? Attalus and Archclaiis, two kings, extolled it ; 
Xenophon and Mago, two generals, patronifed it ; and 
Oppian the pbet celebrates it in verfe, befidesCftto, Varro, 
Pliny, Columella, Virgil, and many others^ Some have pla- 
ced fupreme felicity in this kind of life ; Virgil pronoun- 
ces hufbandnien fortunate, and Horace calls them bleflcd; 
heriCe it was, that the Delphic oracle declared a certain 
man, named Aglaus, to he the happieft of all mortals, be- 
■caufc he was bufied in nothing but manuring and culti- 
vating a little farm,, never mole fling himfelfwith vain cares 
or pafiions, nor increasing tPe miftfrics of human life, by 
tampering with forcigp and unneccfTary pleafurcs, which, 
though full of blandishments, and fweet in the front, yet 
carry a fling in their tail, embittering all our joys. 
r ~ihoii art iituatc in the mod plea fan t fuburb of Damaf- 
cus ; for I have furveyed that city, and all its precincts, 
with no fmall curiofity ; the houfe is encompafTed with 
lovely gardens 1 and meadows ; it was formerly the feat of 
Abul Mecharib, the famous fhepherd, who took fan&u- 
ary there from the perfecution of Ifmael, bcglerbeg of 
Diarbckir. 

Thou knoweft the dory, and I need fay no moie than 
to wifh thee as good fortune in poflefling that rich fpofc 
of ground as he had, who, as it is recoiled in the regiiler 
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of Damafcus, died wofth an hundred purfesof gold, moil 
o£ it got by the inCrcafc of his cattle in thofe lucky fields. 

For my*part, I cannot pretend to flcill in tliefe things, 
but it appears to me like a good omen that thy prcdeiecf- 
■Jor. was fo profperous in that farm. I advife thee to take, 
his meafurcs, and flock thy ground with ihecp> oxen, ca- 
mels, horfes, and other animals of profit ; think it no 
fcorn to follow an employment ennobled by the examples 
of Romulus and Remus, the firft founders j)f the Romai\ 
empire, of Paris he fon of Priamus, of Anchifes tile fa- 
ther of .tineas, of Endymion the beloved of Diana, who , 
were all herdfmen or ihepherds ; fo was Polyphemus and 
Argus, fo was Apollo, who tended the flocks of Adme- 
tus King of Thcflaly. What (hall I fay of Mercury, the 
firil inventor of the hautboy, ♦and prince of ihepherds, 
and of Proteus, another divinity ? Was not Ibrahim, the 
father of muflulmans, a herdfmau^and Mofes the prophet „ 
familiar with God, and David the prince of poets ? In a 
word, my friend, the mod illuftrious heroes among the * 
ancient Greeks, Romans, and other nations, were all 
keepers of flicep, goats, o?Rn, &c. as the Arabians are 
at this day, with the Tartars, and pthcr nations of the 
Eafl. 

Doubtlcfs the rural life, as it is the moft ancient, fo it 
affords the fincereft pleafnres, and moil unrepented joyf* 
in nature, provided a man enjoys it with innocence and 
jilftice ; but I would have thee avoid the common temp- * 
nations to which this kind »f life is riiore^rpofed than 
any other, that is, hunting and fowling ; thefe are really 
deteftable exercifes, tragical fports, and altogether inhu- - 
maf; it is a labour unv^rthy of man, to watch from day 
to* day, and One night after pother, the haunts of our 
fellow- animals, that we may deftroy them ; it is a cruel 
pleafune that muft be ’maintained at the expence of fo . 

F 2 * 
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much innocent blood, and n barbarous triumph, to infujt 
over a poor mangled hire, r hind, after you have h$- 
raJTed them up and down tfc^epuntry for manydiours tor 
gether, with an army of dogs and men. t A/ _ . 

It is. re^prded that the Thebans were tlus firft inveut- 
ors of this, unhappy fport, a* nation infamous for deceit, 
thefts, perjuries, murders, and (needs, from whpm it paff- 
ed to the Phiygiaas, a people no lefs wicked, but t moie 
foolifti and eafy, light and credulous, and for that reafon 
they Vere defpifed by the Athenians and Lacedemonians 
M, firft f however, tliofe graver nations in a little tirpe 
learned tbe trade of hunting of them, fo infe&ious is the 
company and very neighbourhood of ill picn, fo prevalent 
the examples of fuch as are bold to leacl. the way in new 
paths of vice. . # % . >• 

By the, God whom I adore, my. Dgnet> it appears ,tp 
me fo fooliib a padime,.^, exercife fc unbecoming the 
xnajefty of sfoational fpirit, to run yawling with a parcel 
of hounds, perhaps a whole day together, after feme ti- 
morous animal, that I wonder men are not aflwmed to 
pra&ife it, efpecmlly great Snen and princes, who'fftould 
excel others in Jthe juiiice and* clemency, of their nattire ; 

. .yet thefe are ipoft guilty of raping injuries,' aitdipoiL ^ 
My dear friend* imitate not their pernicious- examples, 
r /i*u tread in the.fteps .of juft and holy^taen, whom the 
birds mid beads would obey -at a nod, becaufc they could 
1 not fmdl tbe 4 lead odour of evil in them. How many piso- 

• phets have h;_n fell by ravens, hinds, cate, and other foi^ 
male l Nay, the very ferpents anddragons of the defeat, 
with thei amphibious monfters of jEgypt, have cpahiitd 

• their native venon*, to ferve an iianocent man andwfcrn 
Omcr the caliph was hard fturfued by a troop of Egyp- 
tian idolaters, ?vea to tbe banks of the Nile, he com- 

■ mantled a crocodile, which he fpied in the ryrefy to co®ie 
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fcnd ferry Him over on his bacfk, «md the ‘pIcHib fai^afl 
was obedient to hfe word ; doubtlelV this was^p' lingular 
grace in the dumb Mature, and he was tranflated to pa- 
radift, if our doctors fay true. ,l 4 

• Dgnct,Tbid thee a(Jteti, and wiftvth'ee a plentiful hai- 
veft, which is the moll fea fa liable prayer I can make for 
thee at thiB time of the. y£ar. • •• ' ; A ' 

Parish 14th of the zd Moon, of the Year Y679. 


VIII.— To At h m ft Cupriotg lx, the Moji Exalted' dad 
’ Sdge Piper A%m* 

T he feee of affeft* here in the Weft is now quite chang- 
ed ; a general peace is eftablifhed between thcNazarenc 
princes and ftotas : Tranee,which a while ago was at 
mortal jars with the Hollanders, Spaing and* the German 
empire, is lately reconciled to’them, whilft new friend- 
fhipa and alliances have bdflilhed all thoughts of former 
enmities and feuds. This year commences a civil jubflee 
in Europe w’ 

■ uThere Has been a treaty of peaty in Agitation at Nime- 
guJny < and conferences held about it any time thefefour 
©r>&ve:years, whereof I formerly gave a hint in 09c of 
«ny ‘tenets 4 sq the l\*rttv The conclufion of it is c**ftg 
to thc>poweiruln^diatic>iii of the King of Great . Bn Ain, 
who is made 1 guarantee 'of the articles ;.and the fubmiffiv^ 
addiyfes >of Jthe Birhop of Stralbuh* ft p th e King.'pf 
J&Owctv Contributed not a Jitxlc to tiic univ* rTal agree- 
nienV; f° r thiff great monarch inflow in. hia^advaucea to : 
war^^an aeconmiodntion with bhol#' who have injured 
•Jumi' or hisali^s; lie affeifo* io iAifftott the ftately rcfdrv- 
4fdnef» of tbfc kjaftem primal-, thinking Tins majefty would 
be violated* fhould he condefcend too foon,. and of* too 

f 3 
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eafiy tentls, to the projjofals of his neighbours ; he hat 
•learned ttys from the maxims of the fublime Porte, the 
refuge of mankind, whofe arms are : ever open to receive 
and^embrire all' that fue for the Grand Signior’s friend* 
lhip and prote&ion, in a way not intrenching on the 
glory of the Ottoman houfc, a family deftined to fubdue 
the world. ^ 

This temper of the French king is fo well known and 
obferved in thefe parts, that h£ has got a new charafter 
by it both among foreigners and thofe of his otfn na- 
tion ? for they fpare not to call him, The Moft Chriftian 
Turk, by way of mockery ; and this is the fatirical ftyle 
* even of his fubjc&s, in their feditious cabals, when theft 
are a little warmed with wine, and each man as great as 
a king himfclf in his own conceit. 

By the fwift flafhes of lightning* which caufe the heart 
to pant, antidazzle the eyes of mortals ; by the aftonifh- 
ing *noifc of thunder, which raifes the vapours of the 
fpleen, and fills us with hypoclwndriac dread, I fwear the 
King of France is a v great hero, and deferves the honour 
which thefe iniidcl^have nnfcignedly done him, in liken- 
ing him to the uiuloulfted arbiter of the earth ; he really • 
determines the differences and quarrels of a great part of 
it ; and though he be a^Chriltian in profeffion, and ftyled. 
Tiler Eldeft Son of the Church, yet he is no enemy to 
the’ followers of Mahomet, who voucMkfe him thqr 
iricndfhip : Thou knoweft lie is the moft primitive ally of 
thfc' J0ttomari efripire among the weftern princes of the 
law of Jefus ; he . has eftablifhed a more remote friend* 
ftip; for the fake of commerce, and fprfcading his re* 
npwn, with the Grvnd Mogul, and the King of Perfia $ 
his fame ftrikes all thlEaft with admiration and rcfpe&* 
for they have beard of his continual vi&ories and fuccefT* 
fuF exploits, even to the utxnoft borders of .the > continent ^ 
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yet the fame fortune procures him only the fpitc and en- 
vy of the princes in the Weft*. ^ * 

♦ However, they are glad to diflemble their malice at 
this jun&ure, and enter into an agreement with him, al- 
'moft upon his own terms. * 

The treaty between France, and Holland was pnblilhed 
in this city on the firft of •the tenth moon, the year pre» 
cedent : Now to allure the world that there is a pcrfefit 
amity and peace, the Dufch have Dent thgir amba/Tadors 
extraordinary, to acknowledge, that the king has prefer- 
red the repofe of Chriftendom to the glory which bis 
victorious arms ’acquired him, and that the United States 
of the Low Countries being the firft who have felt the ef- 
fects of his generality, they thought uhemfelves obliged 
to prevent others in the earliqefs of their application* 
Yefterday was alfo publilhed the peace between France 
and the emperor. • • 1 ' 

I take my conge, mod magnanimous vifier, and friend 
of France, in the humbleft pofture of adoration, wishing 
thee honour, riches, add pleafures which fhall have no 
end. * * 

Paris, 27th of the 4th Moon, of the Year 1679. 


£X .— To Meh^met, an exiled Eunuch , at jHcaire in 
E&ypt. 

T here are certain critical periods id oiriSi tes, whether' 
ordained by fete, or falling "dut in an eternal circulation - 
of chances, 1 *am act able to deteonine ; but this 1 
ceive, that at fuch feafons, fomething very ftrange and 
unufual happens to us, above or befide the ordinary courfe 
of nature, or at leaft appearing fo to me. I will not 

pretfmf to mnravel the v?eb «of defttny; or deferibe the 

% 
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ihciMbprehenfi^ fmtncfs of that artifice which has fram- 
ed' the woflds ; I will not tuidert&ke to difcover the fe- 
rrets of God, the myfteries of nature, and thofe 'things 
which are, under- a feal^ fhut up from mortals in infcftita- 
ble darftnefs ; T will not,^by a vain prefumptidn and inf- 
Jjious arroganeb, claim to myfelfthe right of omnifcitnee, 
^tid f Bive : into other men’s conltitutions and thought ; fuf- 
fice it That I comprehend my own. 

Thou knbweft, my Mehemec, that I have been a man 
of many* circumftances, fubjeft to various changes and 
viciffittides ih this mortal ftate ; my life has been alxer- 
nfltBy checkered with good and evil; virtue and vice 
Iftve had their turiis in the feries < of my a&iohs, . prbfpe- 
ifty^tld adverfity iw the courfe of mf years ; and I would 
fain find out the man th$t can with truth befell the cen- 
tury. Doubtlefs we are all born to the adventures which 
happen in Bib pdl-mell of hitman converfation s fates- 
errarit encounter One another ; fometimes they arc agree- 
able and complaifant ; at othei feaionS they will clafh and 
tilt, break lances, draw fwords, and all the weapons of 
nature's pride and fury {ball be ufed in mere defence of 
idiofyricrafies, conceit^, antipathies, felf-irttereft* preffcrva* 
tion, or any thing but what is generous ahd good.' 

• O horrid Hate of metfj a life to he deplored beyb’nd 
the fava^e courfe of lions, tigers, Wolves,' and other 
beads of prey, who always, in cxtjem'dl hunger,' fpare 
-Hheir proper *fpccies ! Yet man, in p£rfef(iNvantdnnefe, 
^devours hi^fothe'r, and glories in his ' cnielty and Sri- 
jttftice. ‘ '■■ ■'• f _ ' 

^ iff for me, 1 have hot been guilty of any hf tliefe 
hlack crimes, Which make a riot in the tranquillity of tKe 
foul, 'dHlurb its peace, darken its light, and cover it with 
f a cloud of guilty, defperate thoughts. No ; if T have 
been eaeffly to any body, fe hat been to myftlf ; the yery 



• 

Jhcpfls>,c»Ofapt ,fl^JJcMge me oppre(Tiqn t w m$£*x** 
harous ufage ; much left.wquVL 1 torment one ipdiyidual 
of our Uuma^racc; but I have had .my- frailties as ay ell 
,%a other men, . and there is all can be . ia^d of it. . ^'hou 
ar,t acquainted with my temper, .^ud- flpbody 5 bnjptys jpiy 
worfe. , It is true I havebad to d^^t]^ abundauce qf 
‘people in my life time ; b have bulled At, , lippiedjftmhed* 
and fqmetimes foxed it in the,,wg|Jd » } b avc *)jwys, pui- 
fued |^e qh^of nature ;. comedffe, po^dqathi I have 
-made no baulks Jn the appointments of fate, 9r v evef *£ut 
thp,tt<rnal dediny to a ttarrd,; I never halted, hpggftd, 
or framed a ftumble at a geaeicflia and no^e, a£tipp^ a 
bold and gojUikq ente^prife ; but from, my crad^ I dif 
dained and cheri/hed inftnt al?horrencee for an. inhuman, 
barbarpus, perfidious, cowardly thought. H , 

Indeed,, I ^have be^n toogrpat 4 a, lomrof., good coup* 
pany* too eafy, flexible, <^d , free in drinking. wine, ^nd 
other inebriating liquors, whpfe.pfc, is taught from hea- 
ven, and is the genuioe produtl of^ernal .veaCon, ; bu'- 
thc excefs is fine derived from heU, thereat of eved'dlitjg 
,evil, vanity, and errgj:* And yet to whom, .or to ^ hut 
caufc or principles, ball I aferibe the many extravagan- 
cies of .tjii^ki^d that ^ , ha ve .qgrrfmhted ? I, that have 
(offered t ^ e thaws of a, thpuftnd £ pvtrid fevers,, let all 
m^r?uiical, ^ efTential, neceffary juices and humnuas, 
(though njeyer fo well and firmly congealed .by the force 
of an f exceJJpt and happy conlUtutiop qfbody) meJ2i 
and di(Tolye r away, in horrid fluxes, , &c. rafher 

than baulk my friends or the Grand Signior’s caujfe, 
father, than fi^ak ; away front J^qcompaniops, iu a prin- 
ciple of fordid p;u3ence ! F TO'ijp^.^J[ ^ no ftnrter 
.from the juice of the grape, wjhen r ij; ( ts handed to me, by 
nym of ftnfe and good humopjr, efpecialjy when it is tp 
ferr^mj igyerjigo ; and I.Jnop not, how' to perfpifp 

r 5 
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that, fervice better, at fome times, than b£ giving nature 
ait efcapade, as the French call it, from the too fevere 
reftraints of conftant fobriety : I was not fent to Paris, 
that I fhould lead the life of an hadgi, but to dive in- 
to thc.fecrets of the infidels, which a man cannot do bet- 
ter than over a jghfe of generous wine, for that unlocks 
the cabinets of the heart, and reveals all fecrets. 

I tell thee plainly, ^lehemet, I drink wine liberally 
and frequently, fmding‘no devil in the qualify of ij^ but 
Onlj^in the excefs ; and fuch a devil appeared to me laft 
week, in the night-time ; I had caroufed it like a Ger- 
manfoy’fomc whole day* together, in order to the carry- 
ing on an intrigue of moment, yet I found mjfelf no 
ways difordered, neither could any bo'dy elfe perceive, by 
one falfe ftep in my carriage, that I was more than ci- 
villy and cheerfully elevated* 

It was the liotteft feafon in all the year, which prompt- 
ed me, and thofc that kept me company, to regale our- 
f elves after the moftTtfrefhing manner wc could invent ; 
our drink was an artificial, mixture of the wine, water, the 
juice of lemons, odoriferous < and cephalic herbs, fruits, 
and whatsoever elfe could render it cooling and delicious 
to the palate, medicinal to the brain, heart, and ito- 
mach. , . . ^ 

*1 will not detain thee in impatience with any more 
particularities, only 1 thought, it neceffary tp acquaint 
thhee with tthff method of my drinking, that^hou rnayeil 
forfbihe irya^ ♦accurate judgment on the confequeuoe 
wjriohl am going to relate* 

It was in the evening of the day dedicated to Saturn 
bylhe Genialo*^ which h thefameas the Jews Sabbath); 
■ our drinking ended theday before, and I, in a very me- 
lancholy humour', went to bed j I flept dll midnight pa- 
fcundly, but then awakfog v I was furprijyd with ihf .ap- 
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parition of ?n old man, much re&mbling myfelf ; he 
feemed to look very ftudious, and full of* care, fitting* m 
a chair, and leaning on the table, in juft fuch an -habit 
as I wear, with fuch a beard, and every thing that can 
be called <ny true portraiture ; I lay muting and v gazing 
for the fpace of about twenty miijiitxp on this amazing 
object ; I muttered up alb that little philofoj^y I am ma* 
Her of, to confider the nature ofjthe phantafm ; I argu- 
J ed with myfelf, fummoned all my reafon, tiibpoenacd my 
fenfes, fat up in the bed, took* my polvita, reache# my 
head as far as 1 could without tumbling out of the bed# 
and the more I roufed myfelf, the plainer did thi&;fami- 
liar figure* of tnyfc^ appear by the light of a lamp, which 
always burns in my chamber* # 4 

Yet being naturally incredulous of the common ftories 
of ghjlls, apparitions, hobgoblins, fufped 

that I was either all this while in a dream, or at lcaft, if 
awake, that my imagination was vitiated and impofed up- 
on {therefore, to fatjafy myfelf more thoroughly,* I 
jumped out of the bed ; no, fooner had my. feet touched 
the floor of the chamber, 4>ut a ' facred horror po fie fled 
my nerves ; 1 t re rubied at the now more apparent, vition ; 
^however, re fuming courage, andrefighing myfelf to God, 
£ went forward, and approached fo near the uncouth 
fpe&re, that it was within the reach of my hand, which 
. I ftretehed forth to touch *it, thinking tins way to unde- 
ceive myfelf j but, O my Mehemet 1 no tongue nor p£ * 
can ever expt^ft the dreadful metamorph/^ I faw ; for 
inttead of the fame face which*! I faw before, my eyes 
weie now accofted with the dreadful countenance of a 
lion, gnafhing bis teeth, and darting perfect fparke of 
fi>e from hw betides the horrid .twirling of his 

head, and manly beard, with all the Vfther natural mo- 
tions of that'ani&al in its fifreenefe. 

. e 6 
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* I tkaow riot w)mt would have become of me r if a 
good-natured ope bod not come in to my relief* who 
peeped and grinned upon me over the lion’e Aiouldera^ 
ifay, thought J, if you are fo merry in fucb company, I 
will apt di&urh you, good Mr* Ape ! and fo*I fairly 
took my le#»e L tflfn^d my back, and went to bed ageing 
It is tjnjfcnatiue not to be afraid, or fhr^nk from the 
imagination of a ghoft or fpe&re, or what you plefefe to 
call it, for *1 am fatisfied there is no more than pure ima* 
gibHion in it ; but I retbed in complaifance to my own 
fancy, which t perceived was upon the creative frolic ; 
hajlf, Jr ftppd dill, perhaps a dragon had flatted next, or 
fome more dreadful animal 5 or it is jjpfiible I- had been 
terrified with a bfixl of Jynxei^l^paids, tigers, bears, and 
whatfoevci elfe is favage and morofe in nature ; for I tell 
thee I wat^thep in a condition to paint the walls with 
any figure which flwuld rife within my overheated 
brains. > 

’At fucb a time there ate-emiflhms from the eyesy for- 
cible ns the penoils of a limner ; a mass's fermented op- 
tic perves wdl draw ‘the portraiture of faints or devils, or 
any thing that can be named* except the Everlafluig 
Spume of aU things. t l% t 4 

He indeed js altogether ineffable, [who cannot be 
prefled by tongue*** peri* or by any other way, but hum- 
ble negatives t there runs, a Client fountain by the door of 
tr^sendoue,and inviolate recefs, of which the caftratc 
angels drijik^.ccrtain ftt appointed feafens,«n d then the 
unlvcrfc is all inebriated wit h # the remfion of his cup ; 
fprjt ja the ceremony 'of th*«Hirt above* that he ftould> 
leave no fnuffs or fupernaculums behind him, but fcattcr, 
them abroad* to treat the tfcdrfly world below* „ Bleffed 
is the man who has a fhare in this eeleftial compote 
tion% 
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* Pardon me for thbs digrefling in perfect piety i tot we 

ought not to name the High and Holy^One Without ad- 
ditional reverence. * * 1 ' 1 * 

In ftiort, I lay but the fpacC of half ah hbuV facing 
on this odd kind of apparition, which h& nOWM^furhed 
ray phyfiognomy again ; at ldft it nutilked ttlTpit a Hid- 
den, whilft my eyes werd iritently fixed updtf it. It is 
impuflibie to exprefs exa&ty the manner hoW iftflifappear- 
ed; but according to the .beft idea, and -prdpdrttt form 
of words I have, it Teemed to he difperfed juft aft a ( firioke 
or vapour is r delved of rarefied into the purer air, *ot as 
thf ^noon’s paie light, which /bines within your chamber, 
is unawares extinguiihed in appearar&e<by fome interven- 
ing cloud ; fo did this fpe&rt fade and melt away. *» 

If tl^pu wilt have my judgment in this cafe, 1 think 
there was nothing fn k but the pure force add energy of 
my over-agitated fpirits, which darted the iihpreifibn of 
their own ideas on the next folid body that was Within 
the fpherc of their a&ivity i ‘The air itfelf at* £ich a >time 
is more than ordinary flexible and dudtfle $ *4t yields by 
fympathy, and is cohfoi maWe* to, the Iran (lent image j ft- 
helps to patch up 'the derffeft aug ragged forms of out" 
frail fancies ; millions of atoms run to rfcfleve the weak&t^ 
edhalf-fpcnt efflux of thiir Xttm&ive and magnetic 'kin- 
dred particles ; pell-mell they ‘fcufti together yet fall fetbi 
their ptoper^ranks^without diforder or confufkra \ cvery^ 
one flops * gap, prevents a vacuum, and fo'the abtirtiVfc 
figure is completed. Nature is fometime^p^^fed thus t6 
divert herfelf with flApge chimeras ; even fa this WdiW 
of ours was funned, if we may bdieVe DAaoCritt/s and" 
Epicurus. * * # * ' 4 * - J u 

• ’ Thou and I> thy dear Mehemet, bfe buf two differttfi * 

lumps of particles, tacked and Hitched “apd gfewed to^ 
gether by the birdlime of chance. «v*4 
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I wifh,- when that glrvf (hall be diffolml, we may {cam- 
per at large in the endlefs element of light. 

* Paris, 3d of the 7th Moon, of the Year 1679. 


*X. — fo the Calidesquer of Romcli. '* 

M Y*mind is at this time in an aftral difpofitior., as they 
call it, tetider, and receptive *of any imprcflions ; I am 
like a‘ yoiVng libertine newly converted from his lewd 
cotfrfes anj| impiety, whofe heart a dev#at compun&inn 
and Yenftorfe of fin has fofterted, opened, and, as it Wnre, 
diffdlved like wax, fo that it becomes equally capable of 
any new ftamp, whether of^vice or virtue. Thus pliable 
and duitile am I at prefent, through a hind of tfatal fu- 
pinenefs or ina&ivity of fpirit, which takes from me the 
poweV of’ forming one' fubftantial, lively thought of my 
own, or exerting any ftrong and laborious a<5t of reafon, 
yet. at therfame time lays me ppfcn to the invafion of all 
foreign ideas, and^expofes me to be taken captive by e- 
very bold argument, or flyJfinbufh of human fophiftry. 
In a word, I am of(t fudden fo weak 3nd ( unmortified, 
that I dare not enter the field of religfhus controverfies, 
or fo much as ftand and behold the battle between the 
different feftfc tWit are perpetually difputing againft one 
another in the world, left a randoih /Rot frfcm one party 
other fhould reach my unguarded foul, and give thy 
intellect a ttwn &l wound. ‘ m * 

Forbearing therefore to enlarge lir giving thee a parti- 
cular account of all the riice differences that arc of late 
years fpriihg up among thdffe weft eun 'infidels, in matters 
Of opinion and church difciplinfc,'! will only inform thet 
in fhort, "that thbfewho firft revolted from the Bilhop of 
R&me, ftill retained' an inviolable attach and dutiful im> 
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r^THre for their own national bifhops, fabmitfciug to Lhcir 
conduct, and owning them as fathers and guides of their 
reJpedive churches. ^ * 

But as there is no end of divifions, when once the uni- 
*ty of a people is broken, gwhich is the only cement that 
fattens all focieties, fo this firft feparatiota frpji the Ro- 
man cpifcopacy foon begat another from all epifcopacy 
in general, through .molt of the reformed or * Protcttant 
nations in Europe, efpecially in S^piland tBH the theatre, of 
many bickerings and auiiuolities on this account, of 
bloody combats, and civil wto, and .finally, now in this 
year, the llage of a barbarous murder committed on the 
perfon of the chief mufti, or archbifjjpp of that nation. 

He was a man of an accurate and extraordinary fpirit, 
and iu his very youth gave early marie s of a refined ge- 
nius in fciences, to which he brought no fraall reputation 
and honour through the vattnefs of his abilities, Ilia 
profound judgment, and dexterous fagacity in all things 
that he undertook. 

This is the chara&er given him by thofc of his .nation 
relident here in Parish of ewhoni there are always great 
numbers ; and the Kings of ’France were formerly never 
without a feleft guard' of Scots about their per fons 
which cuftom had been obferved ever fince the reigns of 
Charles the Great, and of Acfiaius Kigg of the Scots) 
between wh*m this was^greed upon iu a folemu league* 
and was obferved through the reigns pf dne-andrfort^ 
Kings of France* and fix-and*forty of S^jjjmd. ,Tbe 
Scots alio ufed to fend them auxiliary forces in time of 
war ; nay, fo great was the affection, and fo conftant the 
fidelity of that people to the French, that when at one 
time a war has threatened France, they haye drawn it in* 
to'thejr own country, -base f offered the Jbfsof ten thou* 
fimd wn in put battle, aadjfccn their king taken cap* 
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ttoe I at anath/e?, tjjjpe, $gb*wg /<#; &c French againfl $$ 
English, though inhafcutin^.thie fan^e ifland with them # 
frfves, they fiaue had fourl^n thoufaud of their foldier^ 
with fchebv,king, hilled upgni the ipot. 

^ And thjtt ngthi ifg might be f wanting to confirm and e- 
ftabUQv (£ie 'fiidpdibip q/ . nations, it was cuftomary^to 
make reciprocal raaniages on£ with anothty, that fo the 
Fetich and 'Scot# blood might be mutually jpUed in 
both countries. r 

• Thus l*ewii XL when be was' Dauphin of France* 
tjqpmflitofagtKt, -daughter of James L King of Scot- 
land ; afcwhich titpc the grapdee* end courtiers of France, 
in imitation of th&jfoupfrin’a example, (fucb is the foicq 
pf Flinch CjOmpJaifance) zphrried above an hundred and 
lorty Septs Jadie^ojf alluftvious tyith and quality, among 
whom were two fitters of the Scots queen, one become 
ing wife £$ tbc^ukf'-of; ^ittl^JBic^gne, the othcij to 
tj»e Qoyw^oF Flapder^ : TbeJScots, nobility,, on the o- 
thfcr kffld, married n\any Fffflfih ladies eft great extrac- 
tion, tranfporting ihqm. to Scotland, ivhere they fettled 
aqd bqr$ children* , ° > ( 

\ T% Jtrogs of France being ip° ve d with gratitude for 
tbf>fr$qoent aids and gopd offices they received from the 
§$Gta*7 as alfo regarding the Ioffes which the Scots had 
ftftained in then quarrels, ?nd the ftnft affinities that 
yfftC made between the princes, nobles, and«other people 
of both nations, refolvCd to tqftify to the world how ac- 
ceptable tjHit^fcquioufnefs of the Scots was to them, 
by honpuriqg them yrith benefits and privHeges above afi 
ptfier nations. r 

5f i Thereby*, Jotye of the Septs grandees were made- 
gyeat conftalflfs of ^France,^ which is the greateft office 
and dignity ip the kingdom, n<pt| ; to that of the fove- 
fdgnty fitfelff pthers Yftxfi mad? marMs, dukes, at^ 
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pecfs of Frdnce, getf&afc of tft^$retf£h f tfriliUk, 'viceroys'- 
of tribiitatf provinces and kingdbtbs'l 1 Afl thc SCbtsirv 
gctiicraf Were had in high heriobrsind eftesm at thtFrdnch 
court, and enjoyed tht fame rights and rmlnumtkfif«8-the 
very natives themfclvek, by the fpecial gfcant tof Heftry 
If. biit with this condition, that they^foould perfetiW 
in their fidelity and friendftip to the French, and that the- 
French who dwelt in any part of Scotland fhould enjoy 
the fame rights and privileges as the nativei.of the coun- 
try. ' * The Parliament of Paris fubfcribed to this grant, 
atid it dfas confirmed by HenryTV. about the year ij^; 

Likewife Charles XI. confirmed to the Scots^ iticr^ 
chants all thofe proteges and immunities whicfi their an* 
‘ceflors had enjoyed, that they ftiould be firee from all 
<xa£tions, ifnpptys, and cuftoms, which are ufually paid 
for merchandises. ' £ ¥ ’ * 

As to the original rffe iof £he Sfcots guards about; the 
French king’s perfon, I will tell thee as briefly as 1 Citi. 

Lewis, ftho acquircd ^hC title pf faint; for warring *h 
perfon againil the muflulmans, when he marched towards 
*Paleftine, appointed four-and* twenty S&ota foldfers to 
have the guard of his perfon nightsanil $lay ; Charles V. # 
augmenting their number to feventy-fit, yet ftiU refctv- 
lng tin's honour Tor the lirft fdbrdrid-twCnfy, thaOHhey 
fhould have the command of ffifc rV(V. m * ,?r ' * 

the cuftody of^fhe' kirig'S body remafbetl with^ 
the Scots for *the fpace^of feventy years andupvtaiVddy 
Charles VII. being willing to' oblige the Freuah, apjfojfct* 
«d a guard of then? to 'be aboiit Jiitf fjpWforf' ’tlndfe ‘ofife 
ftandard ; Lewis X. added another ftandard; aftd FAtft 
*cn(jjf. adjoined a tTlird ; lmt withOlit 3 t|itifen2hibg W # the 
prerogatives "o f the ‘twenty-fob^^Sc^t^ Which 7 they*fKSi 
Vnjbved’by right, of ^antiquity ati& ptefcVfprion, *tffo by 

tho fariftion of St;" Lewis, for #hbm the Frcntfo VprijtfA 
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a great veneratiom Thefe twentyfour Scots kept the 
keys of the royal palace after fun-fet 5 they alone guard- 
ed the king whan he wasin the temple at mafs ;■ they a- 
lone carried the king, when the laws of the land, and the 
ceremonies of iiate required hjjm to be carried on men's 
fhoulders ; they ?1 guarded the fhips when the -king went 
by water ; and to them were &e keys of every town de- 
livered through which the king patted in his travels by 
land, with many other lingular honours. 

But after' the death of Henry II. when the Earl of 
Montgomery, the laft commander of the Scots 'guards, 
was removed from his office, and a French officer placed 
over them # in his (lead, that command ^Iwavs fell into the 
hands of Frenchmen, who by degrees fubftituting thofe • 
of their own nation in the room of the Scots who died,, 
it came to pafs at length that there remained but a .very 
few Scots in the guards, and thoS were bereft of all their 
ancient privileges. 

Pardon this tedious (Jigreffipnf great* patriarchs of the 
faithful, fince it; contains fome curious memoirs in it ;*and 
I naturally fell into itby fpe&king of the Scots* who are* 
# very numerous in *Pa$is to # this day, an 3 from whom I 
leartied the foregoing chara&er of their# murdered arch- 
biihop, who was the prime patriarch of ^11 the land, his 
ordinary title being Archhflhop of St. Andrews. 

This great and higheft ecclefiattical dignity was, given 
rffcim by the prefent King of Enj^and, at his return from 
a twelve yrcM* exile, as a debt to his great abilities;' and 
a reward of his meri^ and fervices, in labouring might 
and main to effed th£ king's reftoration. 

From the moment that he acquired this honour, lucK r 
as were equally enemies to the government of kings and 
bilhops j^rfecuted him with flanders 1 and invedives ; the 
ftreets farmed with libels sgainft him, and men's tongues 
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were as bufj as their pens in railing afhim, becaufe he 
was refolved J,o endeavour his uttnonT that epifcopacy 
might be rcflored in Scotlai^d as ittwas in England, 
though it had # been fubVerted in. both nations during the 
ufurpation of Oliver the tyrant. It was this drew upon 
him the malice and revenge of the feditious^ and they 
fpared. not in public to threaten his death ; nay, fomc 
years before he was murdered, one of thefe furiofos fhot 
at him in the open ftreets qf Edinburgh, hut # miffed hfcn $ 
then the feditiuus publifhed libels, wherein they gloried 
• in the attempt, and only were forry that ' it took not ef- 
fe£f ; they alfo prophefied rhat. he fhould die a violent 
death ; and it was eafy for them to prefage this which 
they- were refolved to exeeute themfelves. * 

Accordingly in the 3d and 4th moons of this yfcar, 
they were ready to give the fatal blow, but his watchful- 
nefs prevented them ; however, on the 3d of the 1J109U of 
May, as he was travelling with his eldeft daughter in his 
coachp. jpth. two or threefervants attending him, he was 
fet upon at mid-day by nine of thefe religious ruffians, 
who having fidl wounded hit beloved, daughter, to en* 
hance his dying grief* then, hacked ancf hewed liim in a 
butcherly and baibarous maniSr, tlfl at length they left * 
him duad on the fpot. * - ‘ 

* Venerable cadiltfcjuer, I pray God defend thee ’from ^ 
popular envy* malice, and revenge from the wounds 
given by the pens of libellers, and .the tongues* of the 
fpitefid ; but above all, I pray Heaven gy.ard£hee from 
being ,ma!Tacred by religious aflaffins and Woody zealots. 
Paris, j?th of the oth Moon, , of the Year i6?q. 
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Xl.— - To¥lt'bkT6iXK) Mir Argun , Superior %f the Bet - 
uifcs at Cogni tn Natoha* 

Doubtless there ne^er was any creature formed of 
flefh and blood comparable teethe Mcffias, no mortallike 
the Sdti eff Mary 5 Jefus was rnplcnifhed viith all Ac natu- 
ral excellencies and perfe&ions of the univerfe. 

I am not fo profane or prefumptuous as to think or 
fay any thing in contempt of°Mahomet, though I take 
the liberty to celebrate the high praifes of the Word In* 
ctfnate, the firft-born, and mod illuftrious of all beings 
on this fide the Eternal Father $ the Holy Ghoft itfclf 
comes behind frim. 

When the Everlaftihg Intellect had from indeterminate 
ages lain dreaming on the foft and downy bed of chaos, 
o» the fil'd matter, in the grand cabin of uneircumfcrited 
darknetb, and enveloped with the curtains of old night ; 
when he had tumbled, toffed, and rolled from fide to fide; 
when he had ftrctched his eddlrfs limbs for eafeffcto feek 
tone corner of the infinite eXpanYe, where he might abate 
the fempiternal fee&t of k>vf, at laft he fixed his foot up* 
on the cool idea of tlris of Ours, * 

Then fprang the Word from the all*fcrtfle womb ; the 
melancholy fad abyfe rejoiced ; for in the World was 
"light and life, 'Which darting through the eternal heap 
of fiuggifh and ina&ite matter, with diiftne ehemiftry 
i-firfl. drew an extract of the! pure ft parts which formed the 
firmamcn* , n£xt tofe thr fun, the modh, and dam, ond 
' then the grofler elements, with all their different pro- 
duM^OllSi » 4 

Thefe me the generations lof the univerfe^ When God 
.mfede thetheaverw and obe Cards, and the qggele flatted 
# out of the grand energy like vtofctiie fpirits from Mntto 
Manse. ** <* 1 
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All things viiible and invifibje proceed fropijtb^ Word, 
and the mod ^tcellqnt of created brings owe their origin 
nal to him that was the o»ily infli ument by which the 
Eternal Architedt contrived and framed this vail machinal 
fo tngopnpi ehenfiblt and gllrious. > * t\ 

+Q Hcbatolla ! who caij enough admire this mighty 
product of the Ejernal Mind ? And ytt the greateft and 
mol excellent thieatre of beings is hid from mortal eyes. 
Therefore leaving ihofe liigh and lofty peculations, let 
us cfcfcend to the Word Incarnate, or the Breath of God, 
walking and conveififfg on earth with menj in the hui&t 
ble difguife of flefh and blood. The fame wa3 the Mefy 
has of the Chriflans, as the alcoran in fevcral places allures 
us, and the ChrHlian gofpel of the Eagle confirms it, 
where it (ays, " In the beginning was the Word, and 
the Word was with God, &c. and the Word became 
flefh, and pitched his tent among ue. v 1 

Doubtlds he was conceived of tlie Virgin- fylary by the 
(hudl of that rofe which, angel Gubr'ei brought to 
her from paiadife; for he, wus^not begot by the will of 
man, or through thejyft ef^concupifoence, but byafud* 
den infufion of the divine virtue.’ The power of tlfc Omv 
iripotent-overihadoWed, furprifed, and ravifhed thchply 
jnaid tin akranfppit of joy 5 (he tpok>the flower from the 
hand of Gabriel, which* (lie bad n<x fu offer {melt to, hut* 
(he was ready to diflolveiaad feint away in an Ocftacy of 
iovej but the angel chcrifhed her with comfortable wordV 
land fhe became refigned to tlie^will of the All .rwrcifulaoB 
-Gracious, i 

At the end oi nine months Jeius was born of her, nogt 
After the manner of other children* ?-$qr safe the book of 
myfterioiiB (ecreta tells us; tiff f» arae forth from be- 
tween, her broads, wrapt’ up in ia'roat>tle,of aromati^ 
rofes.” m:** 
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■ The daughters of paradife came down and waited on 
the virgin mother, at the hour of her unfpeakable child- 
birth ; they took the holy infen t in their arms, and o- 
ver the veftuie of his nativity they put on garments 
brought from Eden, robes of {*their own handiwork, and 
then they fed him with the wfye and milk of paradife ; 
after they had performed what was neaeflaty to the in- 
fant Meflias, and his itnmaculatc mother, the heavenly 
maids ' returned . to their blifsful feats above, and fent 
down Ariel, with a choir of angel^ to declare the birth 
of Jefus to this world below, and to celebrate the high 
praifes of God : They were fecn in the upper regions of 
the air, by certain fheplierds .wlio watched the flocks by 
night ; their voices were alfo heard from afar, chanting 
aloud the hymns of Eden, and the feleft anthems of pa- 
radife ; great was the aftonifhment of thofe rude and ig- 
norant mortals ; their eyes were dazzled at the In fire of 
the heavenly troop, and their ears were ravifhed with the 
fupevlativc fvvcctncfs of the mtific ; thofe that were upon 
the roads of Judea, the 'caravans of Arabia, Syria, and' ' 
Egyp^ the travellers from Damafcus, Tyre, and Sidon, 
faw the furprifmg vifion ; they were equally feized with 
woftderand joy ; they heard the harmonious tongues of 
jingels warbling forth immortal melodies ; then their 
. hearts melted witfiin them, and they proftrated thcmfelvcs 
jpti the earth, and praifed the Molt High, the King of 
all things. ^ 

The feme of fuch extraordinary events foon fpredd • 
through the adjacent regions', and to the utmoll borders 
of the South : The Magi of Perfia made a pilgrimage to 
Bethkherfij ta viTit the infant Meflias ; they fell down at 
the feet of the hply babe, preferiting him with gifts, gold; 
iicenfc, and myrrh. * „ 7 


2 
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. Thus Jefus grew up,1ncre^fing inwifdom, knowledge, 
and virtue. • 

I will not run over the hiftory of. his life, having done 
that already in one of my former letters to thee ; all that 
I aim at in this difpatch, it, to tedify the profound ve-» 
neration I have for that melt Holy Prophet, who was no 
other than the breath ana word of God inbdftnate. It 
becomes all good muflulmans to fpeak of him with ho- 
nour and revei encc, for he re feated on higlr, and in para- 
dife, where are the approaches to God. 

. O Hcbatolla ! pray for Mahmut, that the entangle- 
ments of this mortal* life may. not hinder him from fit- 
ting with Jefus and Mahomet in the kingdom ofeverlaft-' 
ing blifs. 

Paris, 15th of the 10th Moon, of the Year rtf 79. 


XII. — To Kerker Hassan, Bajfa . # 

Tuou required %n account of tl^ prefent date of Eng- 
land, with a character of theft king, -in regard there are 
various rumours among the % merchant^ at the imperial ci- 
ty, of certain commotions and rebellious cflays of mal- 
contents in that ifland. « 

The name of the king who reigns there at prefent is 
Charles II. elded fon of Charles I. and heir apparent of 
the Britilh crowns ; .for his empire confids of three king- 
doms, which he has in a^dtual poffeflion, beffdcs :~*any vaft 
territories and dominions in America, not to infid on bis 
titular claim to the realm of France. 

He is a prince ofgrtat wit and policy, nor of lefs cou- 
rage where a juft occafion requires the difeovery of that 
virtue ; he underwent innumerable hardihips and misfor~ , 
tunes during his twelve years exje from his nativeHironc, 
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forced to fly into foreign countrks by a prevailing faftion 
of rebels, tyrants, and ufurpers ; of humour debonair and 
amorous ; much addifted to wine and women ; munifi- 
cent in his gifts and rewards to perfons of merit,, and to 
thofc who have the happineffrto pleafe him in his recrea- 
tions, efpecially to his conculpqcs, who are moft of thepi 
nobly ex^a&ed. By thefe females he has had feveral 
Tons, who are all dukes and peers of the realm ; he is in 
peace with all the world abroad, except the Moors of 
Sallee ; yet this prince cannot be palled happy, in that 
he is harafled at home by domeftic feditions, factious, 
plot 8, and confpiracies of his own fpbjeCls. 

Here is a report that the Roman catholics of that na- 
tion have lately attemped to take away the life of this 
monarch ; whilft others My this accufation is forged by 
Itheir enemies, to render them odious, and that to this 
^end they have fuborned falfe* witneflfes to fvveal* againil 
them. One does not know what to believe among fo 
many contrary rumours j neither does it much concern 
U 3 * that are muifulmans, whether party of tliefe iniideltfbe 
right or wrong. c 

This prince, a* I have faid before, has fevers.1 nations 
under his dominion, and it is thought he fcarce knosys 
the juft extent of his territories in America s There, k » 
'> region in that continent inhabited by a people whom they 
call Tufcomras and Doegs ; their language is the fame 
as is fpoken by the Britiih, or Wel% a nation that for- 
merly p^fleflod all the iiland of Great, Britain, hot were 
by degrees driven out of k into a mountainous corner, of 
tlic (flfind, where their polarity to thisday*, 

Yhofe Tufeoraras andlfeega «£ are thought 

to defoend fjbm them, J^ng the f^fterity of feeh#* frJ'* 
lowed the fortune of one Mad 0 $, ^ %$tiifym#ee 9 who, 
about i-e or fishwdredjea>* 9go,iei*g ogjitepted at 
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home, refoWed to feek adventures iitJfoadr Wherefore, be- 
ing provided with {hips, men* and all other neceffaries, he 
Aiade a voyage towards the Weft over the Atlantic ocean, 
not knowing what would be the event of his undertaking ; 
however, the moon had fca!ce twice completed her voyage 
through the zodiac, whe| an end was put to his on the 
fea, by landing in America, whe.e he planted a colony 
of Britons, mid then returned to hir> native country; but 
foon after he put to Tea agnin, and failed tiirc&ly to the 
fame place. What became of him afterwards is not cer- 
tainly known ; but the inhabitants of that province have 
a tradition, “ that he lived to a great ago, add faw his 
people multiplied to many thoufands before he died 
For in the fecond voyage he carried over Britifh women 
with him for the fake of pofterity. They fhoiv his tomb 
to this day, with k*»ads, crucifixes, and other relics. * 

certain that when the Spaniards firft conquered 
Mexico, they were lurprifed to hear the inhabitants dif- 
courie of a itrange people that formerly came thither in 
corraughs, vs ho taught them the knowledge of God and 
of immortality, inllructed tfiem alfo in virtue and morali- 
ty, and prt r ciibcJ holy rites and ceremonies of religion. 

It is remarkable alfo, what an Indian king fyid to a Spa- 
niard, viz. u That in foregoing ages, a ftrangc people ar- 
rived there by fea, to whom his anccftors gave hofpitable 
entertainment, in regard they found them men of wit and 
eburage, Endowed alfo with many other excellencies; buf'' 
he Could give no account of their original or nai^e/* And 
Mtftttezurtia, Emperor of Mexico, told Fernando Cortez, 
the Spanilh kmgVambaffador, and general in thofe parts, , 
«*That his oWn^ceftors laifded thete as ftrangefs, being 
ctfndudtod by a certain great man, who tarried there a 
while, and then departed, having left a confiderablt nura- 
jber of his fbUb\v^s ■ behind kith : After a year* he re- 
VoL Fill. * o 
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tamed again with a greater company j and that from him 
the Emperors of Mexico derived their pedigree, and his 
fubje&$ from the reft.” The Britifh language is fo pre- 
valent here, that the very towns, ' bridges, beads, birds, 
rivers, hills, &c. are called bfc Britifh or Welfh names ; 
and a certain inhabitant of Virginia (a place fubjeft to 
the King of Great Britain) draggling not long ago into 
the wildernefs, by chance fell among a people, w ho, ac- 
cording to fouie law or cuflorfi of theirs, condemned him 
to death, when he, in the hearing of them, jrade his 
prayer to God in the Britifh tongue, upon which he vras 
rcleafed. '* 

Who can tell the various transmigrations of mortals 
©n earth, or trace out the true originals of any people ? 
The whole globe lias differed divers changes, and. every 
particular nation has had its metempfyehofis. JVlm 
grows obfolctc and antiquated in one country becdfcies a 
new difeover^ in another ; the hollies of the living arc 
built on the hones of the dead ; children lay the founda- 
tion of their grandeur in the ruin of their fathers ; and 
the generations to come will pra£tifc this chemiftry on 
our relics that are r.i/.v living; they will extract their for- 
tune out off>ur n/hu. 

By the white Rone which Adam brought with him 
out of paradiie, and which fell by inheritance to Abra- 
ham, Ifmael, and his offspring for ever; that flone which 
at this day lies under the mofque at Mecca, and grows 
* black hy^'thc touch of finners ; I fwear the Arabians arc 
an aboriginal people, a nation eftablifhed from all antiqui- 
ty, a flayed race, not canted up anjl down hither and thi- 
ther by every caprice of fortune. 

Wherefore p be aflured, noble Arab, that befidcs my 
jiarticular ^obligations, f honour thee for the fake of thy 
defeent, thy purified blodd, and pacific temper : wifhinjjJ 
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for nothing more ardently than the happincfs of killing 
the border of thy veil in this life, or at leaft of feeing 
thee in the paradift^ of perpetual reft, from whence there 
are no farther tranfmigrations. 

Paris, ad of the nth Moon,, of the Year 1679. 


XIII. — To the mojl magnanimous and invincible Viper 
Azem. * ^ 

In the 4th moon of this year, I font thee an account of 
the treaties concluded and publilhed between France and 
the Inlanders, as alfo of a peace cftablillfbd with* the 
German empire ; now I fhall acquaint thee that a like a- 
grtement is publilhed with Spain ; the two haughty mo* 
uarchs feem perfectly reconciled ; and tp convince the 
world that they arc lb really, the King of Spain has mar- 
ried this king’s daughter. 1 

The*M:equis de los Balbufes made his public entry in- 
to Paris 011 the 1 ith of the 6th moon, in quality of am- 
balhidor-cxtraorclinary Froin«'the catholic King ; and his 
Chief bufineft was, to teftify the fiijccre joy and fatisfac- 
tion his mailer took iif the hopes he had of feeing a lull- 
ing peace fettled, not only between thefe two crowns, but 
alfo throughout Europe; that fo the Chriftian princes,, 
whofe arms hud been hitherto employed again ft one ano- 
ther, to the general detriment of Chrillendom, might now. 
be united againft the common enemy, by *diichjie meant 
the faithful Ofmans. In order to this, lie dc fired that 
the daughter of France might be given to his mafier in 
piarriage, as a confirmation of the peace between them. 

• Tliis was foon granted him ; and. the news was no 
fooner arrived at Madrid, but the Spanifh 4 king exprdfed 
a more than common complaccjcy, caufing the^Tr Drum 
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to be publhsly Tung, to give God thanks f6r fo great h 
happinefs. THe ftreets of Madrid were* illuminated alfo 
with all manner of fire-works ; but tbfe ceremony of 4>fe*- 
Iro thing Wai» not ‘performed till .the 8th moon ; it waft 
done at Fontainblcau, the court being there at that time, 
and the Marquis dc los Balbaffs was the King of Spain’s 
proxy. After which time, Mademoifdle, as ifeey Called 
her before, held her rank at court as Queen of Spain'; 
■jind in that quality fire received the compliments and ad* 
iireffts of the Archbifhop of Paris, at the head of hift chap- 
ter ; as alfo of the parliament, the chamber of accounts, 
the court o£aids, the court of moneys, the univerfitju and 
fo of the great council, and the French academy. ^Now 
this great princefs is gone towards Spain, to take poflef- 
fiorf of her new royalty, which is no better than a fplen- 
did fervftude or glorious imprifonment during her life ; 
for the laws and cuftoms concerning women are as fcvere- 
ly obferved in the court of Spain as in any part of that 
' country, and the queen herfelf is no more exempted from 
' keeping them than the mearieft of her fubje&s. -There 
are certain fet hours, out of** which {he cannot fee fo muqh 
as the king himfelf ; <for his time is parcelled out, amjdt 
vided between the fervice of the public and of his oWn 
perfonal neceflities, the affairs of ftate, of religion, and of 
'nature; fo that the queen muft be altogether (hut fcp 
from the fight of men, unlefs it -be when any ambaffador 
v li^s audience of her, or when (he goes to church, or to fee 
the public fport of bull-baiting, with fuch like fpedtacles, 

' or laftly, when her confeflor comes to vifit her ; at other ^ 
times (he is only a companion of women, a mere rechrfc, 
chambered up fn her own melancholy apartment, without ■ 
the liberty of ranging the palace $ whereas, in France 
the women ofnverfe with men, and .go abroad, wheq they . 
pleafe, with an unreft rained freedom ; they'difeourfe of 
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ftatc matters, and of religion ; they undertake to cenfure 
both civil and canon laws, correct philoiophy, and reform: 
the morals of the ancients ; in a word, the French ladies 
take a "particular pride in ^appearing very learned and 
knowing, as if they had b'een educated in the academies; 
they alfo go a-hunting, hs^vking, fifhing, and fowling, e- 
ven as the men : There is hardly any game or excrcife, 
Study or recreation, which is not w common to both Texes.; 
whereas the Spanilh females are kept in Jgnorance, and 
have no more liberty than captives ; only, as I faid, the 
queen is permitted to fee the bull-baitings, but it mult be 
in company with her hulband, as well as mother ladies. 

This celebrated fport of baiting, or courfing the bull, 
is fo well known to thee who halt been an eye-witnefs of 
it at Tunis, and other cities of 'Barbary, that I need fay 
no more pf it, but to obferve that the Spaniards firft 
learned it from the Moors, when thofe Africans dwelt 
among them, having conquered that kingdom. 

But to return to the fervfle life which the Queens of 
Spdift lead : They are obliged to gq to bed at a certain 
* prccife (broke of the clodk every night, with this only 
difference, that it is an hour later gi fummer than in win- 
ter. Belides her, there is no other married woman fufljpr- 
ed to lie in the king’* palace, fo that the queen is attend- 
ed only by virgins or widows; neither can (he hcrfclf evei~ 
marry again after the king*% death ; and To naturally jea- 
- lous are the Spaniards of their wives, that if the quejn 
fall into any difafter, by chance or conljiracy* as to be 
thrown down by her gennet, even* to the breaking of her 
£gnbs and hazard. of her life, none of her pages, nor.any 
other man whatsoever,’ dares to li/t her up, or any other 
•way affift her, nay, not fo much as by. Hopping the hoiTc, 
if he fhould drag her in the llirrnp. Jutijje now, magni- 
ficent vifier, whether it be a^delkvble thijngTdwa French 
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grincefs to be made Queen of Spain. A princefe bre£ 
*up iii a court abounding with* * ** all forts of gentileffes, gal- 
lantries, and delightful liberties, mutt needs think herfelf 
in a monaftery, or fume woffe place of confiftemCht, after 
/he has been but a day or two c in the court of Spain. But 
reafons of {late fuperfede all tlljffe inconvcniencies. It is 
the peculiar unhappintfs of the princes here in the Wdl, 
"that they ntairy for interett more than for love. 

There is another match going forward between the 
Dauphin of France, and the Princefs Anna- Maria Vic- 
toire, fitter to the Duke of Bavaria ; thefe infidels are 
uniting their Mattered ftrengths arid intereft6 ; it looks 
as if they had fome fee ret defign againft the true be- 
lievers. 

Illuftrious" prince of the princes who ferve the Grand 
Signior, I pray that the empire of the faithful may be 
exalted, and Hand Him till the angel of the cave found 
his trumpet. * 

Paris, 10th of the lath Moon, of the Year 1679. 


Xiy.^7'* the Venerable Mufti. 

• 

That I may give thee a clearer idea of RorAe f s origi- 

**nal,,it is ncceflary to ttep farther backward in antiquity, 
and caft our e)»e s on theTriurs of Troy, fet on fire by the 
Greeks, and laid in aflies after a war of ten years, to re- 
venge thc«^apc of Helena, wife to Menelaus, whorin Paris 
the Trojan prince, and gueft to Menelaus, carried away 
with him by force. 

From the deplorable flames of Troy, Antenor and i/E- 
neas efcAped, and got to fea ; the former being forced 
by diftrefs of^eather on that part of Italy which is now' 
under tKe dominion of Von ice, where he built Padua ; 
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the latter came with a fleet of two-and-tvvftnty (hips to 
Latium; now called Campagua di Roma, .and St. Peter’s 
Patrimony, being the ellate of the church. 

At that time Latinus, the fon of Faunus, or, aq fome 
fry. of Hercules, reigned fn Latium, before whom there 
had been but four kings 'm the country ; thofe were Ja- 
nus, Saturnus, Picus, and Faunus. Whilft Janus reigned, 
Saturn being expelled by ljus fon Jupiter, jfled to Italy, 
where being hofpitably received, he built a caftle, calling 
it after his own name Sjfurnia ; at length he obtained 
the kingdom of Latium, which he left to his fon Picus, 
and he to Faunus. 

In his time, Evander (ailed out of Arcadia, and came . 
to Italy, lixty years before the deftrudtion of Troy ; he 
<built a town called Pallantium, where afterwards Rome 
was built. ‘ Much about the fame time the Pelagians 
went out of ThefTaly into Epirus and Dodona firft, and 
then palling over into Italy, joined themfelves with the 
aboriginal Arcadians, who were got thither before them; 
thefe united their forces, and &pelkd the Sicilians from 
the country, who paffing c* 7 er to Trinacria, or the iiland 
of Three Capes, gave it the nainejJf Sicilia, which it re- 
tains to this day. When Evander had been five years in 
Italy,. Hercules, with a company of Greeks, landing* on 
tkc fame (hdre, was kindly entertained by him. 

At length the kingdom of Latium fell to Latinus, in 
whofe reign iEntjas came thither, mid having entered in- 
to a league with Latinos, married his daughter Lavinnt, 
from whole name he called a towffwliieh he built in thofe 
parts Lavinium. Then Turnus, King of the Rutuli, be- 
ing angry that Latinus had given his daughter to a ftra^ 
•ger, rather than to him who was^ a native, and to whom 
flie wa3 before betrothed, invaded his uqjiiitry ; but the ' 
Rutuli we:c overcome in battle, and botifTyrnus and 
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Latvtms loft fhciV Kves,fo that the kingdom felh fo ^ET- 
««as; but he enjoyed it not long; for the Rhtuli, at 
three years end, cathe again ft him, under the ebiiduftr 6f 
Mezeptius, King of. the Tyrrhenians, now called T^ufcansj 
and -ffineaS being killed in th<? battle, his fon AfiftniW 
took pofleifiort of the kingdon^ He haring made peace 

• with Mezehtius, and quelled the reft of his enemies, built 
a city which he called Lor^ga Alba, the thirtieth yedfc 
from the building of Lavinium. In this city of Longa 
Alba, 'there reigned after Afca^us fourteen kings, even 
to the time of Romulus, and the foundation 6f Rome ; 

* the fourteenth of thefe kings was Amulius, who over* 

. reached -his brother Numitor, to Whom the kingdom be- 
longed^ right of primbgehityre ; and to bdTecure of 
albthings^he made Sylvia, the only daughter of Numi- 
tor, a veftal, that he might have nO fear of Ntimitor’i 
pofterity ; yet Sylvia was got with child by fomebody, 
and brought'forth twins, who were cafled Romulus*ari4 
Remus': ‘Thefe were : expofed to the wide world by the 
command of King Amulius, and privately nourifhed By 
Fauftulus, till they'cartne o^ytars ; 'then being informed 
of their birth and extfgftion, with the true ftate of things, 
they fleW Amulius, and reftored their grandfather Numi- 
tor to his kingdom, in the ’ fecond year of whoie reign; 

’'"--Romulus built the city of Rome. % : 

4 In the eighteenth year of his age, Rymulus was falutcd 
king, when he had killed his brother Remus, for leaping in 
cdfitempt over tins ditch he had made round the city : Thus 
he confederated the fortTfications of the city with his own 
blood. But all this while Romulus had built but the 
ftiadow of a city, lince there was no inhabitants to peojpft! 
ahd defend it; however, he quickly pitched upon a me- 
thod to fupply/tfiiis deleft*; there was a grove hard by,' 
which he rfrtade a faflftuary fpr all perfons in diftrefs, and 
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who were willing tq make* {heir fprtu&es upon hazard': 
This was proclaimed in the neighbouring regions* and an 
ionupierable multitude of cuminals, debtor aud malcon- 
tents, flocked tliither from all parts* betides (hepherdb 
and other peifons, who oiily thtough a uatui'al iucouftaar 
cy fought a change of life,; fo that there was a grdlimau* 
fry of Trojans who camAver with JEneas, of Arcadians 
who followed Evan^cr, and of levcral oth^r nations, be- 
tides the Natives of Tufcany and Latjpm ; out of ttiefe, 
as out of fo many element j, Romulus extracted the body 
of a commonwealth ; but he coniidercd withal, that this 
new republic could not fubtiit beyond thp age and lives 
of thofe men who formed it, they being without hopes 
of poite^^y, as having no women among them : To pro- 
vide for this inconvenience, they treated with the border- 
ing people about marriages, which being denied them, 
tjicy had recourfe to liratdgtms and violence; they invit- 
ed the Sabines and other neighbours to come and fcc 
fomc plays, which they promifed to exhibit in honour of 
Neptune. . f 

The bait took, and multitudes of both fexes, efpCcially 
the younger fort, thronged fchither to be fpe&ators of the 
Roman novelties ; when on a ftidifen, a certain iignahbe? 
ing given, the Romans leaped from their places, and ru(h- 
jpg among the flrangers, every man feized the female that 
bell pleafed him, or that firft came to hand, and made her 
his wife. 

This was the c&ufe of fpeedy wars ; fipr the neighbour- 
ing people, who had been thus roLbed of their women, 
took up arms to revenge the injury ; but they were rout* 
?d, put; to flight, jnd one of their towns laid wafte ; th$ 
.Romans alfo took rich fpoils from them, which they con- 
fecrated to their gods* 

05 
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In the mean time the city of Rome &as delivered into 
tlie hands of the Sabines, by TarpefiP'a virgin, who, as 
fome fay, wa£ corrupted with gold by Tatius, tile captain 
of the Sabines ; whilft others affirm that (he dkfft'inno* 
’ cently, and with a defign to fave the city, inftcad of be- 
traying it ; for (he afield, asL a reward of her fuppofed 
■'treafon, the fhields of the Sabines, thinking, that being 
thua in part difarmed, they might’ •afily be overcome by 
the Romans; buAhey, fenfible bf her ftratagem, promif- 
ed what (lie demanded, and performed it accordingly, but 
in fucli a manner as plainly difeovered their revenge of an 
injury, rather than their gratitude for a kindnefs ; ’ for 
they threw their fhields fo thick upon her, that they preff- 
ed-her to death. 

Then entering the city pell-mell, there commenced a 
furious battle between the Romans and the Sftbincs ; the 
ftreets flowed with blood, till the wives of the Romans, 
for whofe fake this war began, came tearing their hair, 
and running between the two armies, at length brought 
them to a truce and agreement : Then a folemn league 
'was made between Romulta and Tatius ; and what is 
more wonderful, th^ Sabiiits leaving their native feats, 
came with all their wealth to live in Rome, communicat- 
ing part of their riches to their fona-in-law by way of 
dotvery. 

’ The forces of the Romans being thus increafed by the 
^icceffion of the Sabines, Romulus applied himfelf to the 
public a^miniilration with all care and policy : He ap- 
pointed the youth to be always in arms oh horfeback, 
that they might be eonftantly upon their guard, and rea- 
dy equipped againft the furprifes of* war; thatfthe chief 
council of the commonwealth (hoi\}d cpiifift of the fen ion, ^ 
who were caljtfd fathers for their authority, and fenators 
for their age. 
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Affairs being thus difpafed,' one day, when there was 
a full fen ate, Romulus being prefent was ,ou a fudden ta- 
ken frorli their fight : Some think lit was murdered by 
^pnfpiracy, and cut into fmall pieces by the fenator6; o- 
thers fay he was poifonec?; but tlie general report was 
that lie was deified. Jul'us Proculus was the author of 
this, who taking notice that there arofe a violent tempe.fl 
at the fame inftant that Romulus difappeared, and that, 
the fun was juft then eclipsed, infinuated to the people 
that JicMBulus was become a god ; nay, he took an oath, 
that he law him in a much more auguft form than whilft 
he was a mortal; and that Romulus commanded them to 
adore him for a god, affirming that he was called Quiri- 
nus in heaven, and alluring them that Ronu fliould con- 
quer the whole earth. 

Numa Pompilius fucceeded Romulus, being invited to 
the kingdom by the Romans, who had a veneration for 
him on the bare fame of his fauclity and religion : He 
.taught them holy rites find ceremonies, with whatsoever 
pertained to the worfliip of the immortal gods; he di- 
vided the year into twelve snonths, and appointed the ho- 
lidays-; he ordained the pontiffs, augurs, falii, w ith other 
ranks of priefts ; he gave them the Ancilia and Palladium, 
which came down from heaven ; and he inftituted the 
veftal fire ; in a word, he perfuaded them, that whatfoe* 
ver he taught them, he received from the goddefs Egerta, 
and phis wrought fo efficacioufly on the minds of the 
rude and ignorant people, that they^wme at length fo 
govern that empire with jufticc and religion, which they 
got by robbery and oppreflion. 

Prin<y of the muftis, I will referve the reft of the- fiLo-' 
•man hiftory for another difpatch. 

Paris, *9.th of the zd ^loon, of the Year 1680 

G <T 
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XV. — To WjLliam VosUl, a Reclufe of Aujlria . : 

Thy laft letter appears magisterial and peremptory, lik« 
a . funamons from the inquifition : Thou require!! an ac- 
count of my faith, and what idea I have of religion, fti- 
jfpeflting that* I aijn inclined to herefy. This proceeds 
from the freedom I formerly took in difeourfing againft 
the pope’s infallibility, -the newly canonifed faints, and 
the do&rinc of Nfy/alvatioh out of the Roman church* I 
fee thy zeal makep thee peevifli and morofe ; indeed it Li 
a grace that fooii turrit four, if it be not kept * a clean 
heart, and a* teniperate air, free from the vapours of fu- 
perftition ; however, I am willing to fatjsfy thy demand 
UP wejl as I can, ^ud tranfmit my foul to thee in. effigy. 

Though we cannot pourtray negatives, yet every pic- 
ture has its back fide, whereon .the cunning painter may- 
draw the reverfc of his firft defign, or at lead, the fpe&a- 
tor’s imagination may fupply the painter’s office, and 
form ideas quite contrary to t Unoriginal piece. That 
thou may eft .-therefore the better comprehend whajt I am 
in point of religion and faith, ^1 will firft reprefent what I 
am not. . . 

.Conceive. then, tha£ I am no narrow-fouled Jew, whe 
confines falvatfou to the lineage of Jacob, and lays an he* 
reditary claim to heaven, becaufe for the wickednefs of 
his execrable race, he is not - allowed to poflefs a foot of 
land on earth ; who to ftrengthen hip title, produces the 
fKiemc of his genealogy, proving that he? defended in a 
right line from one of thofe parricides who murdered the 
Meffias, and for that reafon avouches, that paradife ip en« 
tailed to him, among the reft of his, brethren, on the fepre 
pf his forefathers merit. 

Neither am I a Chriftian hypocrite, who mockB him- 
felf^ und all^^t £e$, him, with his empty formalities ; 
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who conftantly calif upon-Jcfus every, mowing to fao&ify 
his resolution of finning^againft God before night ; wjio 
stires out the patience of the fairtts and angels with the 
erambo of bis vain repetitions, his Ave Marias , Ora pro 
nolfisy and the reft of his^relfgious jargon ; who goes tb 
chilrch that he may get the whip-hand of the devil, and 
meeting him on holy ground, may whifpetf treafon agalrife 
God Almighty over his beads, or his prayef-bpak, as the 
"trermans do again (l the jmperor over their bottle, fub 
rofa , -without any obfervators or tell-tales. 

I am 'no worfhipper of images, pictures,' old rotten 
worm-eatenr bits of wood, or other pretended relics of 
Chrift and his faints ; I cannot be perfaaded that God is 
well pleafed to fee me make a fool of myfelf, and trot up 
and down in pilgrimage, to honour five .or fix fham 
heads of St. John the Baptift, for m fo* many feveral pla- 
ces do they pretend to (how that* one (acred relic, w{iicH 
cannot be multiplied ; neither can I believe the miracu- 
lous vegetation, and conftant growth of the crofs, vtfhich 
they pretend to fhow whole and entire at Cefarea, whilit 
it is exhibited alfo in millions of pieces throughout Chrift- 
endom, fo that there is fcarce a Chriftian gentleman^ Of* 
any quality in Europe, Afia, Africa, or America, who 
does not boaft < hi8 fhare of this wonderful relic ; if all 
ivhich pieces were put together, they would probably 
make a thoufand fuch crofles-as that which is kept in Pai 
leftine for the fuppofed true crofs whereon Jefus fufferei 
death, and yet they are all faid to be #ut off from tlitft* 

Indeed, Father William, I have no great ftomach to : 
fwallow down thefe great wooden fables ; the very chips 
are enough to choak me ; but 'then comes the milk of 
# the blefled virgin to my relief, with which I may rinfe 
my. unbelieving throat, almoft .in every parifh or monaftic 
church X come at ; for I dare fay there is more.of thietb 
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/be found in fuch places, than an Hungarian cow. would 
gife in feven years together ; J>ut it curdles in my fto- 
mach, and makes me Tick: The very idea of thefe child- ■ 

abfurdities is as operative as the draught of an antimonial 

. c 

-cup. 

It would be too tedious to turn up all the negative fide 
of my religion, and explain in an hundred more particu- 
lars what I am not ; let us now therefore reverfe the ta- , r 
blet, and fee what I pofitiveiyjun. 

And here I am at a lofs for a compendious title or 
name to give myfelf, faving that of a Chriftian ; for I know 
not to what more particular predicament I belong. -As 
for the dittinguilhing cliara&erjllics of Papift, Proteftant, 
Lutheran, Calviniit, Socinian, & c. I efttem them no o- 
therwife than the brapds of fo* many •religious fadtions 
in the church ; and the particular title of Roman Ca- 
tholic looks like * a folccifm in common fenfe : I would 
thou fore be taken for a Chriftian, who neither makes 
parties, nor fides with any ; but, honouring Jefus as our 
common lord and mailer, I endeavour to obey his laws 
peaceably and like a loyal fuftjedt. 

J[ lay for a foundation of all my practice toward men, 
this golden rule which he gave us : “ Not to do that to 
another, which I would not have done to myself.” Up- 
on this bafis is built the whole fabric of human juftice. I 
endeavour to regulate my own paflions, and to bear with 
thofe of others ; to be angry with myfelf for the leaft 
peccadillo c , but'to frame excufes for the errors and offen- 
ces which my neighbour commits. Here rifes the fuper- 
ftrif&ure of all virtue, fupported by patience, hope, and* 
faith, cemented by charity, mteknefs, and teiriperance,. 
and adorned all over with good works. 

In a word^jFather William, the fum arid fubftance of 
tny religion cohfifts in thf few rules : To fear God, 
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ferve my king, honour And obey my parents, love my 
‘friends, and to do juftice to all men, without troubling 
myfelf about empty formalities, and needlcfs, ceremonies, 
or being concerned in what nation, cljpate, or fociety of 
Chriftians 1 live, fince God regards not one, man mote 
than another for tliefe exterior differences. 

Reverend monk, adieu ; and from what I have faid, 
^conclude me a catholic in the properell fenfe. 

Paris, 26th of the 2d Moon, of the Year iG8of- 


XVI. — To Murat Eacea. 

They arc extremely merry here in Paris ; nothing but 
dancing, fiuging, roaiing, drinking, ringing of bell#, 
-making of bonefircs and other illuminations, /hooting’ 
of guns, flirting about fquibs, crackers, ferpents, pc- 
kets, and all manner of gunpowder compoiitionfi. If it 
fliould hold but two liuurb longer, I believe they would 
be in danger of running all mad. This is the hour of 
midnight, and yet they in the height of their jollity, 
which is not cullomary in tliefe wu'tern parts, though no 
wonder in the Ealt. I wifli there v. trc a^anny of Ot- 
tomans near us ;•! would giv them the figqal, and fliow 
them the way, when and how to enter the town, and 
take pofleiTion of the liehtfl city in France ; for they 
fufped nothing, and the very guards thcmfclves are all 
drunk; it wue an eafy thing to furpuJr them, and tfke 
them.nappiug.. But there is a time airlli ctfance for all 
things under the moon, and this is theii lucky fcafon. 

Would H thou know the occalicn of all this joy and fe-' 
curity ? Ii itf double ; of one fide the news comes rolling 
from Spain of tiie new queen found there 5 and on the 
other hand they are tranfported with tne tyming* of 
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•M^fcigiieur. the Daugbin ofjjtkiice with the Prince fs,, 
Anna Maria Vi&oire, fiftvr .to jl^e Duke of Bavaria. r !% 
w Jt mentioned that advances . were made ifl order^a.tbis 
match the lattgr c ud pf the fpregoing year ; the fame, . 
was competed in all its ceremonies on tlii* very 4ay* f 
- The French king parted from Verfailles about the be* 
ginning of this moon, with the dauphin his fon, to meet 
the priucefs : Their firft interview was at a place called 
Vitry. As foon as the dauphinefs (for fo we mull call 
her now) faw the king alight fiom his horfe, Hie leaped 
out of her coach, and ^Jirew he’felf upon her knees ; but 
he foon raifed and embraced her with royal carefles, ex- 
preffing the mighty joy he felt at this Erft fight of her, 
on whom relied the hopes of France for heirs to the 
-crown. Then lie prefented the dauphin to her, who alfo 
was not wanting on his part to difeover the fentiments he 
had for a princefr of fo great birth, merit, wit, and vir- 
tue. * 

The. queen did not fee her daughter-in-law till they 
came to Chalons, and there fhe careffed her with all 
tendernefs imaginable in outward appearance ; but God 
know8 what is in the hearts of thefe royal fouls, or how 
long their ffieudfhip may laft. 

The ceremopy of the efpoufals wa^ performed at that 
tpwn yefterday by the Cardinal of Bouillon,grand almoner, 
of France, in the chapel of the bifhop’s palace ; and to- 
day, as I have faid, he finilhed the whole bufinefs in the 
temple of the Virgin Mary, the chief cathedral of this 
city, in the prefence pf the king and queen, .with divers 
lords and ladies of the court. There were other bifjiops 
tp aflift him, whofe titles I 'have forgot, but I think they 
were of Orleans and C<i(idom : This laft makes a consi- 
derable figure in the kingdom, and is created firit almo- 
ner. Jto Madam the Dauphigefs. He appears very sealoue 
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in converting the huguenots ; and I have a great deal 
more to fay of him than I have time to write now-. 

A ffure thyfelf that I cherlfh a profound refpeft for 
thee ; and that as I never, was, fo I never will be defec- 
tive or tardy in fending thee thy proportion of weftefn in-'* 
telligence ; for I mu ft divide it among the baflas and 
other 'mimfters of the Porte. ; 

Mfc'JR.eft contented with thy (hare, and in the name of God 
fotewel. • 

Pans, 8th of the 3d moon, of the year 1680. 


BOOK IV. 

* 

LETTER I.— TaJH’AMEx, Rtu£Je$<(, Principal Secre^ 
tary of the Ottoman Empire, 

By the mofijue of Sultan Jub, 1 fweat thefe petty re- 
publics of the Franks are not worth a muffulman's 
thought 5 however, to fatisfy thy curious and inquifitive. 
genius, I will fay fomething of £a«h as Briefly and com- 
pendioufly as I caq. 

In my two laft, I difeourfed of the United Nether- 
lands, and the Swifs (Jantons j now I will ferry thee over 
the Leman Lake, and land thee in Geneva, the mother, 
nuile, and centre of the Cplviniib. Thefe art a fort ^jf 
piottftants, diffeuting from the opinions of Ltifher and 
his aflbciates, who was the firft aulhot of what they call 
the Refoimation here in Europe. 

Tilt city of Gtntwi is vtry ancient, and was not 
young in the time of Julius Cscfar, as appearb by his 
Commentaries, where? he makes mention of its being feat- 
ed on. the river Rofnc, juft atihe entrance of th<? Lcfottn 
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Lake ; it Hands very- pleafantly, and has a fertile foil 
round about it, where Ceres, ftrives to outdo Bacchus in 
her liberalities ; for though there be very good vineyards 
in thefc parts, yet not in fo 0 great plenty as to match 
the 'abundance of corn, pulfe, hay, oats, melons, and 
all manner of herbs and fruits that the climate ufusdly 
bears. 

The air is pure and wholefome ; the winter is not Jiv 
cold as in Germany, nor the* fummer fo hot as in fome 
parts of France. 

The people are generally corpulent, morofe, inhofpi- 
table to Grangers, efpecially to thofe of the Roman 
church, whom they always fufpeA as fpies ; they are 
very frugal,, continent, and fober ; and, above all things, 
they aife& a lingular gravity in their carriage and garb* 

As for riches they can boaft but little ; and were it 
Hot for their art in making filks and printing books, oF 
which infinite quantities and numbers are exported to o- 
ther nations, this commonwealth could not fupport its 
own charges. 

Indeed their military' {length is confidcrable for the 
bignefs of the*place P tjie city being fenced by nature as 
well as art with impregnable fortifications. They keep* 
an exquifite watch on the walls, and at the gates; neither, 
can any foreigner have entrance or lodging there without 
undergoing a fevere ferutiny. They have a magazine in 
the city, furnilhed with all fprts of arms, and with every 
t!i)ing that is neecfi’ary to fuftain a long liege : Add to 
this, the friendfhip and patronage of the French kings, 
who have for many years flieltered this little republic 
from the invafions and Encroachments of theDukes*of Sa- 
voy, who blaim a title to it. 

There were formerly three forts near the town, jp the 
poffeflien of the Savoyaijds, which much annoyed the 
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inhabitants, and threatened the ruin of the city itfelf, 
with the (hot of great brafa ordnance, which were placed 

• there for that purpofe 5 hut Henry IV. of France took 
one from the Duke of Savqy, and demolished it in the year 
16005 he alfo caufed another to be pulled down, which 
equally endamaged the oppofite ii 3 e of the city ; and a 
third the inhabitants them ft Ives laid even with the 
ground, being aided by the French. 

If thou wouldft know by what title the DukeB of Sa* 
voy pretend a right to Geneva, I will tell thee in a few. 
words i In formeAimeu there wa9 a feud between the 
Counts of Geneva and herBifhops about the government, 
each claiming it as his due : At length a certain bifhop 
procured the principality of Geneva from Frederick It 
Emperor of Germany. This occafioned a civil war be- 
tween him and the Count of Geneva, which lading many 
yejrs, and confuming the money and forces of the town, 
the inhabitants, with the confent of the biftiop, imploded 
the prote&ion of the Count of Savoy. He railed an 
army, and marched againfl the Count of Geneva, taking 
many towns and furtreffcj^rom him which belonged to 
the republic 5 then he advanced with the army near to 

* the walls of Geneva, more like an enemy than a friend to 
the bifhop and people ; for *not content with his new 
conquefts, he demanded a3 much money as would quit 
the charges he had been at in this expedition. The bi- 
fhop represented to him, “ That he Ought to be dbntent 
with thofe places lie had won, and thaf they flioukl*be 
acknowledged feudatories of Savoy but this did not 
fatisfy the greedy count, who threatened the city if they 
would not reimburfe him with money. The inhabitants' 
being poor, and fearing worfe confcquences fhould they 
provoke this prince too far, at tail agreed with him, 
u That he fhould pofiefs as m«ch right in the citw as the' 
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Counts of Geneva hud 'done before. this war began ; M 
arid this was done by way of pledge or mortgage. * The 
Savoyard therefore entering the city with his forces, opi • 
prefTed the inhabitants with crpel tyranny ; fo that being 
provoked to defperate courfes, they confpired together, 
and ehofe father to call back the Count of Geneva to his 
native pofTeflion, from which he had been violently cad 
out by the ufurping bifhop, than to fubmit to a foreign 
jutifdi&ioji, which began fo early to afflift them with in* 
•fuppbrtable calamities. 

But this, inflead of a remedy, jpftved an aggravation 
of their misfortunes 5 for the Count of Geneva coming 
agamft him of Savoy with fome forces, was overcome in 
battle, '‘fend fo Geneva was reduced to greater ftraits than 
before ; for the Savoyards entering the houfes of the 
citfeeas, drew the confpirators from their lurking holes, 
and killed them, committing a thoufand other infolenctefe 
againft the inhabitants ; ftor did this ceafe till the whole 
race of the Count# Of Getteva was quite extinft. Then 
Amadeus, the Count of Savoy, finding that dill the 
Bi/hop of Geneva gave hflh as much trouble as the 
counts had done before, obtained of the Emperor 
Charles IV. tb be made vicar of the empire in his 
vinces, thinking by the grfcatnefa of this title and autho- 
rity to fupprefs the power of the [bifhop $ but the eccle- 
fiaftic prince fo ftrongly oppofed the fecular, that he 
giamttmed his -junfdiftion, and the liberty a#* the 
people, Jill the # time of Amadeus VJII. who was his 
fucceflor, and the fir ft who was created Duke of Savoy* 
being afterwards electee) to the papacy, which he enjoyed 
by b' t&c florae* of Felix. Before his affumption to this 
fright of ecclefiaftie dignity, he 4 had obtained of Pope 
Martin 5 the .jurifdi&ion of .Geneva; in temporal matters ; 

‘ but he found as much trouble in;k as.hia predeceSfom had 
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done before $ and fo have all hie fuccefTors to thiB very 
day ; for, though they boaft Sf the title, yet they haye 
no more authority in the town than the King of Ban* 
urn. . 

This city is governed by a fyndic, and twenty-five fe* 
natofe, who meet every day to confult about the affaire 
of the commonwealth, and to decide all caufes, whether 
criminal or civil. 

It is their chief intereft U> hold a good £prrefpondenc< 
with France, without whofe protection they would fuller 
many injuries ; therefore the better fort, a b it were by 
way of flattery and complaifance, drefs ihcmfelves after 
the French fafhions, and make ufe of that language, 
though imperfeftly, in all their letters and converfatioty 
but the vernacular is the fame with that of Savoy. 

Accomplifhed minifter, in regard thou complaincft of 
the length of# my letters, I will hereafter be more;, con- 
cife, and refrefh thee often with brief accounts of the 
ftaWfe in Europe yet remaining to be fpoke of. 

In the mean time, think of doing poor Mahmut fome 
kind ofRce in the divan, foi® I am macerated with zeal, 
care, ficknefa, and old age. Surely I cannot live much 
Jogger, or rather I fhall not be much longer a-dying 5 for 
this mortal life is but death in mafquerade. 

Paris, 4th of the 6th Moon, of thd Year 1680. 




II.— To Achmet Bassa. 

Some maxims of ftate or religion, which you pica h’> 
(for they are much one) have moved the King of France 
to publifh a decree, which they call a regulation, where- 
by he restrains the huguenots from certain liberties and 
privileges which they enjoyedtfapfore* 
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If thou wouldft know the cbara&er of thefe hugue- 
nots, I will give it thee as well as I can, not perfeft and 
full thou mayeft fwear, but true, as far as it goes. 

In the f rft place, therefor^ it is neceflary for thee to 
know, that about two hundred years paft, a certain friar, 
or dervife in our ftylc, named Martin Luther, beiifg of- 
fended at liis lord and mailer the Pope or Biftiop of 
Rome, fet up for himfelf, as the only preacher, do&or, 
reformer, and apoftle of that age ; he drew abundance of 
people after him, and not a few princes and nobles ; the 
known fcandalous vices of the Roman clergy on one 
fide, and the epidemical inclination which vinortals have 
for novelty on the other, facilitated his innovation; He 
grew famous in Wirteinbcrg, Augfburgh, and other 
parts of Germany where he lived 5 in a word, his new 
do&rines were like an earthquake to the whole empire 5 
he daggered many wife and hondl men, «nd overthrew 
whole thoufands of fools and knaves* 

Among the reft of the Jaft gang, one Calvin embraced 
Luther’s tenets, a very learned man, and of great abili- 
ties, but’ very partial, reyengeful, and auflere in his hu- 
mour : At firft he very zealous and uniform in all 
things, according to the model of his upftart niaftcr, 
upon fome difpute between them, he* takes fnufr, flings 
off the yoke, and revolts from his new dire&or. There 
have been Several fuch hot-headed fparks fmee that time, 
^very one afpiring at the charafter of an apoftle or pro- 
phet^* Zainglius, Oecolampadius, Melan&hojn, Bucer, 
Beza, and a rabble of other new lights and faviours of 
the world. 

Now the huguenots, as I am informed, are the dif- 
ciples of Calvin; fo is die commonwealth of Geneva, 
with fome parts of Swiflerland, Holland, and the coun- 
try of the Grifons: As .for England, Swedeland, Den- # 
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mark, Norway, Saxony, Brandenburgh, and Hefle- 
CafTel, $hey are all Lutherans, faving that the Englifh, 
whom I firft mentioned, have made twelve feveral altera* 
tions in their religion fince^he days of Luther. 

It ft obfervable of that nation, that they are flexible, 
and fcceptfve of any foreign rniprcffion. The French 
fay, " The Englifh would as foon embrace Mahometan- 
ifin as -any other religion, could ye but once get the 
length of their foot.” Thfe is an Englifh^ adage. It is 
certain they are a very mutable, inconftant, rebellious 
people ; they furfeit on the plenty which nature hath gi- 
ven them, which makes them ftill uneafy, difeontented, 
and delicate ; they fpew out their own happinefs to. cafe 
the ftomach of that intemperate nation, and prepare it 
for foreign fham-banquets of flnngiqjans : Of old they 
were bravd^and ftedfaft to thtir principles ; then their 
renown was fpread far and wide ; “ when a baronpt of 
England (as it is recorded in the hiftories of France, 
which muft be impartial in this point) killed five-and- 
twenty Frenchmen, among whom were two marquifes, 
four knights, and nine nobles of the leffer order.” 

But now they have quite loft their ancient fame and 
they are corrupted with a thoufand debauche- 
ries ; they are as fickle as the wind, and as moveable as 
the duft it raifes in the ftrects 5 inline, they are nothing at 
all but the obloquy and fcorn of other nations. 

But to return to the French huguenots, and Calvjji 
their, maftcr : I was once acquainted with a veny anGffnt 
derfife, or friar, when 1 firft came to Paris, who confi- 
dently affirmed, that he had often heard his own father 
fay, u That Calvin, in his prefence, once thruft hfs right 
iftmd into the fire, wifhing it had been burnt to afhes, 
when it directed his pen in writing againft the real pre- 
fence of the body of Jefus tht Mcfiias, in the fetrament 
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the ajtar ; btjtfinee he had wiitte* tharfaltkl treatife, 
he could do ao Jcfc in honour than defend ittb the laftt*’ 
tAnd yet this is one .of the cardinal and ns oft important 
points in controverfy bet wee n # the catholic! tad the hii- 
guenota, whereon the whole body of reBgion depends, 
and, turns to the right hand or to the left s fo thettTn the 
oaaii>> the huguenots hate no other ground for their re- 
paration from the Roman church, than the confeflfed ob- 
^iuncy of , their ringleader s AhcH tell thte plainly, tlvey 
are tbe difciplee of his humoury aiweli as of idsdb&Htte! : 
There is not fuch a pertinacious fort of people living, fo 
fingular, partial; felf-concekedr Wilful^ 'attd ihctfiriglble. 
Wtmuft always except oat of this fcharfa&e* fbriiWfof the 
gentry, moft of the nobles, and all the beat!* efprftS tif 
that profeflion, as they call them, that fs, thd thCn* of 
fenfe ; for they defpife the bigotry of thdrWtedirfcn, and 
go to their public «ffemblie«S rather in cort^latifawce ^o 
their parents, friends, and kindred, or for the 'fake titf W- 
tcreft, than out of any red regard for a religion r of ' lb 
young a date^ fo mean and contemptible a* figure, ihd 
which is (hut up within fucK narrow limits. ■ ' J ' 
j They are, in iliort^ fo bad, or at lea ft grown fo odious 
at the court, that the king ja quite angry with them v ^4 
refolved to extirpate them and their Vew4ungled^Ci^ 
out of the nation. I border to this, ‘he proceeds gradu- 
ally, like a politician, being not willing to tempt them 
io > a general revoke by provoking the whole party at 
^ aiid rendering them defperate. No, no % he ' is eun- 
ninger^than. to draw a civil war upon hhnfelf and^his 
kingd»^r by .giving,ib louden alatm to a people who 
are y^ryfiph, potent, and whofeirrtCfeft irtnuch interWo- 
ye*withthtt ; of tbccathokea.* I'lselieve, tofpeak rr$- 
deftly, tbey ureable to keep fifty thoufand men of arms 
in pay*as*they can oontpee^die bufinefs among them- 
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•fmcere pie^y, that I, who regard ik> oner feet of the Franks 
more than another, cannot but admire the ftatural abili- 
ties and perfections of his foul. lie ijs learned as Abd‘d 
Melee Muli Omar at Fcz^ ; pious as llebitolla Mir Ar- 
gue? at Cogni in Natolia ; abllinent as-Mohaipmcd in A- 
rabia $ holy as the abjlvatled Mirmadolin, fantone of the 
Vale of ihdon ; a man even y‘ way accomplifhed, and jn- 
ipjied with divine munificence. 

0 great buffa, accufe me r.qt for this eulogy pf a ChW* 
ttfpn ; but let thou and I, and all true believers, profit 
ihq btibexamplcs, wherever, or in whatfoever religion \*c 
jSnd thcm, whether they be giafres or muflulmans. 

• * 

Faiis 13th of the 8th Moon, of the Year 1680. 


ILL— To the J*encrable M1J1 Ti. 

So long as thou doft not complain of my too fiequcnt 
letters, I fliall not murmur at the pains of writing them. 
It is a pleafia e thus to revolvtf -the hi (lories of patt ages : 
^ind whilft I with ra^own hand confign them to paper, 
th^y ^aerc the fafter to my memory. I fliould not be. 
lorry if I wfcrc to fyend the remainder of my day lu'e- 
pitomifing all the authentic records and munoiis that are 
extant in the world fuch an cxcrcife would b* a cbiv 
Hunt relief of melancholy, by lighting abundance 01 
fifs^Luaux and lamps in the foul to difpeifii the mitts and 
darkneffa, which naturally make it fad. I ended my lafl 
letter with the reijjn of Numa Pompilius over the Ro* 
‘'mans, who, as if fie h^d made the kingdom liei editary 
only to men of virtue,* was up foQjaer dead, but the peo- 
ple elefted Hoflilius*f<3r, their king, in confidcra- 

tion of excellent endowments and merits. 
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-"He inftfueted the Romans in a more * peifeft military- 
difcipline, and improved the art of war; fo that having 
trained up the youth to jf wonderful prompt nefs aftd ikill 
in arms, he ventured to fend a defiance lo the Albans, 
invade their territories, though* they were a ilout 
4 people, and had lorded it a long time in Italy ; but 
whep many battlf* 1 fiSd be$n fougllt between them, with 
equal -damage to both fides, at length, to put an end to 
. the war, and make the l<?ffr t H of the Vanquished more com- 
pendious, they mutually Agreed to decide tBe viftory,.by 
a combat of three brothers on one fide, againft as many- 
on the other»**Thofe v on the R?man part weje called 
Horatii, the Alban brothers Curiatii. * . 

The fight was fair and dubious, agd had -an admirable 
event ; for all the three Curiatii were wounded, and two 
of the Horatii killed, fo.that it feemed difgeult to de- 
ter mine which ha<f the advantage, one found and untouch- 
ed Roman, or three fair#* and weakened AllWns. • How- 
ever, the fyrvivihg Horatius, not prefuming too jnuch 
on his own ftrerigth againfl: fuch an unequal number of 
enemies, added policy to life courage, arid /nade ufe of 
this Ural agem : t ♦ 

He counterfeited a flight, .that fo he : might feparatehi* 
adverr«u-ics, and eh gage with' them, finely, one after ano- 
ther, according as they*ove#ook him. His*plot took, 
and he vanquifhed all three : But he fullied his victory 
with the blood of his filler^whom at Ins return hfc killed, 
becaufe file met him n$>t with joy^nd triilmph, 
grief and tears fdi the lofs of her fpoufe, who was one 
of the thre*e Alban 'brethren. * He was called in queilion 
for the bloody fail, * but Ms merit fuperfttjed his crime ; 
a^d thc«fa6t, which, at another time would have coil him 
his head, now ferved but to augment Sis glory. 

z 
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■ Not long lifter this, there brok$ o\it srwjr between tlie 
ftomans anti the Fidrnatq, a * people of Latium or Tuf- 
cany. The Albans, according fo their late feague, were 
obliged to aid'the, Romans in tlyir wars, wherefore jliey 
fent auxiliary forces, undds the command of Metius Suf- 
fetius ; But this captajn proved treacherous ^ for juft as 
the two armies were gdlpg to anter into battle, he with- 
drew his Albans to the top of a hill, where they ftood 
neuters, to behold the fprtune^f the fight, that fo they 
might join the ftrongeft pdrty, •which when Tullus per- 
ceived, he politicly crjgd out with a loud voice, in the 
hwipg^jf both armies^ “ That Metitis had done this by 
his* command.^ Then the Romans, topk courage, «aod 
their enemas being^ruck with terror, were fgon routed 
and overcome ; after which, the Roman king caufed the 
traitor Merits Suffetius t©, be tied with cords to two cha- 
i lots, and torn in pieces by wild horfesJ , lip ,alfo ruine,d 
and ''quite deTflolilhed Alba, not poking .on that city pow 
as the^parent, but the livaljaf Rome ; however, he firlb 
^ transported to Rome all the riches pf ^Alba, with, tlie in- 
habitants, that fo that city ml^ht not fqem to periih, but . 
only to remove its fituation, and* be incorporated With 
Rome. 

, Ancus Martins fijcceeded Tullus Hofliiius, being -tlj£ 
grandchild t>f Numa by his ^laughter : He inherited his 
qualities alfo, as well as his blood ; he cncompafied the 
city with walls, and joined t|jp banks of Tiber, which 
rafc^bi'oqgh the < mid*dlii1)f k,*witlf 4 a bridge $ he like wife 
built the port Ollia, j'^ft by the moilth of the/river, 
where, it flows into the fea, planting there a *colony r of 
Romans, as if, lie had then prefaged ^what ' afterwards 
came to pafs, that the mercjia5d*% of the worlds ftipulj) 
be brought in thither, as into the maritime ftorefioufe w 
the cky*de^ned to cortqujr things/* 



A SPY -AT PAftlS 


Book IV, 


* 73 ' 


To him fucceedcd Tarquluius, afterwaidit fur named 
Piifcus : He was of foreign cictra&ion, yet obtained tlk* 
fovcreignty by his eloquence and wit ; foi , 'feeiitg the fen 
of Luicjimo, a CorJfcthwm, w.Ho abandoned his cojgptrY, 
and fled into 'iTufcany, wheie he was madtikirtg, this Tar-, 
quinius, pollftiing his ’Gicek nature with Italian arts, in* 
finu&ted fo far with the Romans, ' that they chofe him 
-for tfleir kirfg : He augmented the number of fenators, 
and added three Hundred fofdicrs to th£ troops tHSt were 
already eftablirfied, Which was all he durll do*, in regard 
Attius Nsevina, an augur in high requtfft’ among the 
. Romans, Jiad forbid stny greater number to be added. 
Thefe 'augurj were a fort of .diviners, who foretdld 
things to come, from the chirping, flying/feeding, and 
other actions 6f birds. Tarquinius one day a iked this 
Attius Naevius, «* Whether the thing could poflibly be 
done, which he had then thought upon 1” The^ augur, 
confulting hi6 art, anfwered, “ It might be don*” Then * 
faid the king, u I was confidering whether I could cut 
this whetflone with a razor.” " Yes, you- may,” replied 
Atthis. And the king d ft it. • From that time, the Col- 
lege of augurs, firft founded byaRomuIus, was held in 
► ^Ored efteem by the Romans. I fhould have- called them 
't Humvirate of Augtds, for there were but three at. t 
’firftyone out of evtry tribe; but Servius Tullius, the 
next Icing, added a fourth. Thefe wcr£ alj nobks. JBut 
afterwards they \*ere Jhcre^fed to nine*, and lail ot alfto 
fifteen, in the di&atorfhip of Efylla. 

To return to Tarquinius: He was q o lefs'proJ^crotis 
’ in war than in peaces for he fuhtfued twelve cities of the 
Tufcans, jvith tHe territories belonging to them ; he in- 
dented robes, and enfigns of ftate 5 the^ivory feats o.F’cha- 
*tiot®, wherein the fenators were carried to the council ; 
the gold ring&J and ?nagnifcent*horfe-trappiiig&, which 

. h 3 
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.were •given to the Roma* knights,- as badges of honour i 
alfo the purple and fcarler robes $ the triumphal chariot 
of gold ; tlft painted^ Phrygian robe, worn by a victori- 
ous general, when he celebrated a frium^h ; with many 
, other ornaments and public decorations, to fet forth the 
majefty and graifdeur of the Roman ftate. 

Tarquinius being mortally wounded, his wife Tariaquil. 
pg-fuaded the people^ that all was well witfrhim; that his 
wfcunJs Were dot dahgerolis* that he was only laid in a . 
Humber ; and that in a little time’ they fhould fee him 
well again $ ih the mean while, (he faid, «dt Was his wHl 
and pleafiire that they fhould obey Servius TulKus, a flu 
voiirite of her’®, Who would admin ifter and go- 

vern the people wflety during ’the king’s illncfs. 

This •Servius TuIHUs w&s the fon of a* Prince of La- 
tium, who beijg killed id a battle With the Romans, his 
Wifi^wfcs carried captive to Rome, and being prefentctl 
to Qu'eVta 'fanaquil, lived free from fervitude under her 
jMtotodfcion ■; and beingVith child, was delivered of Ser- 
Vitffl Tullius iri TanaqmTs palace. The qtfeen took a ful- 
fil aft* fancy to the noble* infant, *nd gave him royal edu- 
cation, prefaging fjofo a flame which (he faw environing . 
his head, “that he would be* a famous* *man in time. ■•It 
was for this reafon file perfuaded the people to receive 
fcrm as the king’s fubftitute or* deputy* for a while, tiot 
doubting but*that after they had tailed the fweetnefs of 
JiJb government, Jafrd trhq death of .Tarquin fhould be 
kndfth 9 a they would eaflly fubmit 'to him as Tarquin's 
fuccejon Her-ftratagem had its deft red for Sci> 

vius Tullius imprbved his* time To well in plcafing the peo- 
ple, that the kingdom, which he obtained by»cruftf was 
acknowledged by4 all as ‘due to’ his merit and virtues. 
firftbrought the - people of Rome under an affeffmtrit* 
tVher^by^cvcry man’s efhtc^vas valued ;*4ie divided them. 



Book IV. 


•• A S?r AT Frills*. 


• 17* 


into claifes, wards, and colleges and the commonwealth 
washrytght into fuch o refer, by the exqitiiite policy* of 
this wife king, that the difFereace -of every man’s patri- 
mony, dignity, age, trade 1 , and oThce, was rcgiltcred in 
public, tables, which rendered the economy of this groat> 
flatc as regular and eafy as that of a private family or 
houfe. • f + 

.The laft bf alt \he kings was Tarquinius, furnatrfed 
the Proud, foi the morof? and difdainful hrmghtifleft of 
his temper.: He married the daughter of Serviua Tqjlius, 
in hopes of fuccecding in the kingdom \ but lie not hav- 
ing patience to wait for the natural death of his father- 
•in-Jaw, hired ruffians to murder him, and th#i {eize&up- 
tm the kingdom by violence ; neither did he govern the 
ftale with left wickeejnefs and cruelty, than that by which 
he obtairaed’it ; ' for he denied burial to his murdered fa f . 
iher in-laAv, faying, “That he deferred not better ufftg<e 
than Romulus, who perifhed without a fefmlchre*” He 
alfo flew the chiefs of the nobles whom* he.*fufpe<£fced to 
be in Servius’s rnterclt. And hi$ wife Yullia was as bad 
a3 lie ; for as foon as (he had faluted her hufband by the 
title of king, fhe caufed- herfelf tefbe driven in a chariot 
dead dkrgife of her father. Both of, them ex* 
ercifed great cruelty, and. niaflacred many of the fepa- 
tors x *But the priejf of '1 arqujn was intolerable to all, 
till, at length, when he had fpent enough of his rage at 
home, he tiuhtct it againit his foreisgf enemies am'oad, 
and took many Along towns in Latium. Ilo\w*wyflou-" 
wiihitanding all his vices, b'e gavc^the world this proof of 
his piety, that out of the fpofl* vv bicK.be took from life 
enemies, he railed mfcrvzy, and finiflied ‘therewith the * 
’Ifklnple of Jupiter in the Capitol, which his father Tar- 
quinius Prifcift had begun. The flory^fays, that as they 
wore laying the foundations df thisfttmpltf, they ftjundthp 
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he&d of a man, which they interpreted as a good omen, 
that Rome fhould be the- feat*pf a vail empire, and mif- 
trcft of the whole fcarjh, as it afterwdVds came to pafs. 

The people of Rome bote the pride of Taicjuin, 
.but would not bear with the lull and tyranny of his fons, 
oneoF wliid*ravifhcdLucretia ; a woman of admirable beau- 
ty^aod virtue : \The chafle matron expiated the dlfgrace 
by dabbing herfdf ; and as fhe breathed her lad, /he 
charged Brutus and* Collatings, two princes, to revenge 
her caufe ; wherefore they ftirreJ np the people to aflert 
their liberty, and abrogate the kingly government^ which 
was as readily done as mentioned ; and here was an end 
put. to th* tyranny of king?. * 

In my ne*t* 1 will rdate the iticreafe and progrefs of 
the’ Roman date, under the government of confuls and 
^emperors, $vhich will comprehend the mod memorable 
events of peacS and war, even to the fcatadrpphe of the 
empire.^ 

I’rais, tzA qf the 9th Moon, of the Year 1680. t f 


* IV-— *To Caret, Student •Swnctsrmd 

m Ptnfiwer tqjhc $ul/atf* 

About the foul ; that is th£ thought I am upon^ that 
is the woid I am going to wi^tcV whether it (hall, oft^r 
the Jhmd divorcs horn the bp4y$ go t^p heaven, or hell, 

* (a9 k il.^yore J jCommonly reprefente<!ji or wtfcthei it fliall 
nof lathei be more luppily or # miferabl) tjifpoful of, 

if left, yet at le^Jl in a ^ore propionate order nf ctejr- 
tfal jftdfce* f&cthmks i^tade*agd»ftel the bti^inal mean- 
ing of the wOrd *bfemefis y which 1 though it pafs foi pnr*j£ 
tive Greek among the mod ltatned of the* weftern fchp* 
tyxfo y&l cart prove il to SeW Phoenician derivative fro**! 
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the Chinefe, and 1 can demonfirate h^cwilt; tl^at lt'is full 
af myflerits. • ^ * t * 

Every fyllable of it if facred *apd myfterjdua as $he 
Mfne, Mfne, Tlkel; Uph^sjn,' of Eelftawar ; 
Xunetavrty Numer avit, App'tndits that ft thc^ ffipfe 

jf fo are words become the Eternal M$nd,^ •> 
The \cry letters which compofe words (I ftiould hjive 
(hid the fylldble^firft, gj^od manners) grt all the p*jo- 
du&s of the mathematics 1 1 mean, of the ongmal fueikjc, 
ntft of thofe paljry fragments; fciaps, and offals* that4*re 
twigl>f in fchools and academes ; Juch # as the Elements of 
Eudul^he Rudiments of Algcbu, Benazer, Kiflud, *or 
any other learned pen. There is fpmething more within 
the verge of human (t’ence than what has been divu* red 
hithtrto in th * world, pr at leafl more than w hat 1 now 
extant, and has efcaptd the tuin of ihes, floods, earth ' 
^uahes, and, the jawsx?f all devounng tune,, { » 

Learned Otchan, J will not be picbx , but anfwer me # 
ono queftion about the foul: Canfl; thou bditve £fie Hones 
of the priefts concerning purgatory, hell, and the tw^o dttier 
limbos? had than, faith enough to fwallow the rtd culous 
figments of the book wtitred, Speculum Exemplorum, a 
*tra& Hr highly celebrated and magnifiicd among the fa* 
peril’tiouo NazarSnes Of t Roman church * Btlihve me," 
thefe do&nnts^are tjie pure effects of anthropomorplufto, 
or the religion of thole who Tepicfent God undu the 
form of a mortal man ; for they/ ppor foujs, are* fo in- 
capable of rifing above this giofs an<f earthl^J^^ui^ht, 
that they even prefume to draw* and i paint tpe effigies of 
the Eternal Divinity, which has no figure W refemblancie ; 
they porn tray him Eke a very old man, with .grey Ifeifs 
on his head and beaid, and then they ftt the idol up jji 
femples to be adored : The rude* and ignoraut \u ysp 
date not contradict their: guides, whom (.hey re ^e ^ a . 
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raclee ; they bow before the facred vanity, paying divine 

• honours to the woik of human art. ‘Thus fup^rftitiou 
and error fprad abioad and take firm root in tf)e world ; 
from hence the duller part of mjn derive their notions of 
man’s foul/ 

They pannot conceive how it fhould fubfifl: after dq^ith, 
without jail fuch a body of flefh arid blood as it has m 
this life ; and # )et they cont*adi& that vpiy opinion, by 
afTerting that it cannot have fqph a body till the general 
refunedion, wliilit at the fame time they aflert, that it 
fhall enjoy all ttu/pleafures, or faffei all the pains/ whjrh 
none but corporeal beings are capable of. .* Doijjvtlefs the 
infidels arc involved in a labyrinth of hcrejics. 

Wl mortals know not the ftale of departed fouls, whe- 
ther they go upwards or downward^, »o the eaft or weft* 
noith or fouth ; we are wholly ignorant of the climates 
whetein the blcflfd and the damned arc feparatcly difpof- 

# cd of. Perhaps the do&rine of ttfutfmigratfon taught by 
Pythagoras, Empedocles, and aty the eaftern Indians, may 
b Arue, from which belief few muffulm^ni do diffent $ or 
it may be we (hall, as the gentile poets wiote my fteij- 
oufly, fall into Lethe's lake, into the region of forgctful- 

• nefs, where we (hall he as though we, had tiever beep/ 

* This is the foul’sjna&ive ftate*, if any 0 fuch thew-Ue in 
nature foi an incorporeal Writ ; and then the Milleuatics 

« * M- ^ ^ 4 

Or Ghialifts among the^Ch^iftians, may be much in the' 

* right of it, who t^u^ht the flcep o^the foul until the re- 

fiS>s£^6?^ ^Ipdteec), * n m Y 0 piW,^ this life itfel£ where- 
in we think purfelves fo much to hear, fee, taftc* 

fmell, feel, and rqvel in the pleafures of the univeife, is- 
bt^t a dream or trance, a grand ddJquium of the foul, the 
univerfal apoplexy of human nature ; for the true genuine 
life is opjy to be foun.d above, jn the pure, regions o/TEie 

or/nore refined (kies ^or if not there* atjeaftand 
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cit rat£, in .the fuperlative heights beyond the flars* 
K‘mo f e from nai row and polluted flftttci , whcieperfe& 
effcnces do bade eternally' *In the grand halo of the God- 
head, or (h»-oud and coot them lU\t$ limit i *hc lltady trees 
ofpuadjfe, wliolt -loots fprng ftom tlu deep abyfTes of 
^ernity, ahd me walked by fpringb and ftrtams warbling 
tlong tae vndaut bfnki o^fweet ihiofe., and elegant bor- 
der of the gnov<s in Eden. 

Such are the pkaftftc^ which God, the fountain of*mu- 
nificcnce, ib plcati&l to treat his creatures wit#; lie ftiuhes 
I^j^egale his favourites with infinite beatitudes. * 

Thermic in paradife rivers broad and long as the Da- 
nube, Volga, ^tfiger, Niluj, or any other noted current 
up >n eaitli ; their (li earns run all with honey, wine, and 
milk, or more delicious liquors, if any fuch there be. 

They aft not deep, that timorous men need fear to^ 
dr-own .themfelvcs, yet. deep enough for foreign eaitfify 
fouE to (Vim m„ever!a(ting pleafures. Moreover, t ion 
knoweft the fdymg of the prophet, 4< Tl^t welhali na^c 
women t^etc, wdiofe’beauty no painted art cay ever ttf- 
piefs, who (hall not glauc^ a look upon another um be- 
flde thtir own women whofe beauty fKhll cxccee the 
lullre of diampndsp rubies, hyacinths, and whatever 4s 
‘precious in the 

• He promife3 like wife, “ Th|t we (hall "be flrctchecl 
out at perfect eafe on (lately beJs, tinder pavilions of imig- 
nific llruflure }*’ whefe pages fair and beautiful as pearls 
Ml wait upon us, whilft gentle zephyrs faq tha-amiSertt 
air with then immortal breezes^ making a foft andgMt^- 
fill found among the leaves and boughs of thok tall vef- 
daitt copfes, woods, and thickets, which afe planted hefc 
•**tl A there throughout the fields of pai adife. * 

. O Orcftau ! "by all thefeafle£orie4 we are to ilfiderftafid 
the ‘ftrjJrcme ■ftlicity'of virtuous Who 
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drtd J foVe/ ~'thh is* a ^bSftain l °tulC, that ^ whatsoever *'3 
! pktffant and agrfceible t^ arty good man upon earth; (hall 
<b^elthet* ftfpCrlatively Augmented in fpecie, on ‘improved. 
fay an infinitely more pleafant # ehange in heav^p.” So 
*That'too man thatMfts well can poffibly be baulked of his 
•‘ 4 &H of happineft* 

> Shall I dkoowrfe frankly^ and #Ftcr the manner of 
friends* ? I* think, when 'At ropes hat done her bufiaefs 
Jand ou?ft,"jwhen flie lms.ciit t^e thread of earthly Hfe* our 
' fouls will tk£tt awake as 'from a tidiohh. dumber mhceH^of / 
jOys and griefs, of fear* ttrrd" hopes, pleafures, and 
*vn& we (hgllfdori experience the t"ruth*of aU opr anxious 
forecaft* k f .ever y man (hall be difpo&d^, according to' 
life rank in thedieraldry of fate j I will not »prefuihe to 
calculate particularly, Where* of how * onhp in 'general, 
this k my feith, that there 'are paradifes of all forts and 

* degfe$s*prepartd with exquifite proportion for the various 
t'kinds of good men, , and hcHs as accurately fitted >and «e- 

qually adjufted for the punifhment of the wicked* to 
.whatsoever c!at§ or order 5 for itteppear* to tfte^a grand 
(blecifin, a perie&bltuCcter if divinity -and ssafoh, toaf. 
iert or imagine, that ys fooh att the breath is omt df the 

* body, our finals mud either fwiftty poft through all the 
clemetits and orbs jibavp, and in >a mthfoentV tiawrbofeat- 
cd tii the tolura" empyfaww op> elfc mutt ^tumble head- 

4ong in 4 an iaftahb to * lowed: hell* * Methmks, ii£ I 
were to go upwards, *>I wofcld itatty >by the way, an&idt- 
< vS^ iqyfclf a < while 4n tjie upper^vegfon' of ferene and 
balmy air, there to convert* with xhilrteous demons, find 
^eh^^itjhifotdsjoftgibrile eld^ptplofophfrs and poets : 
{£ would hiaq^iri: at lcaft For iO^ffiseusy isomer/ Virgil, G- 
tUtyd^and ItfwMus * fof Bindar^ Epidbetks,. &ndy by thr 
by, v dafr • $«$php I<.iho<ildM>d ambftioiis abb to fee or 
?HatoodSotiiiuSk Porohvnr. asdfome 
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•thereof .th* Grecfon/fages nether woi44 I fotg^tjfce 
naW of -any renowned wife man pad *}, $<>$ £ 
thinly the earth has bofobut^ew c^f IftteNfcW d$fet*o4K> 
be mentioned. But above all> I fho«4d,be diligent 
curious to find oufc^he thrice . great 'JHerme?, , 
wi&om and fcience. It is ten to one bpt I.fbotild lilt 
.Horace, ajid afk fcsr a bottle of ■ his: beloved Champaign 
Muicadipi, if he. has any there- i ■ ». » * r t 

"When I had thus wfreQed royfdf in thjc paradifes of 
this fuUunary ifrpflrld,'.! would take my: coii§t, and travel 
J^fh^orb o£f*he moon ; I ‘would dtif^ the hand of Me- 
narohiffl^lift rules; all the inhabitants o.f that phmel ; ifc I 
found him -in a. goH hfenopri J,wouM- humbly* hcg'*tii* 
pardon, and inteteecte for the filly Arcadians, who bond- 
ed that their, country ; was older than the. moon.; I would 
represent their caftfas.^avourably as I could, putting him 
to. mind; that they, were; only a, company of poor ignorj&jt 
Ihcpberdai .who fird Uroached that blafphemQU9 libel, ‘a^d 
that their nation W, quite, qitinft on caijhit r therefore 
they arc not worthy { of his farther revenge or^nger^/mee' 
every AriogAian: whs* ,had. aflertid this Jn his lifetime, has, 
forlhis* penahoei beta forced to ^ig in the mines of the 
inobn from- the hour of • his * death. Perhaps ifiefe pcifcr 
fe&oWsozgtit fn&thia bettetforfny apology,, whoknoite: 
®ut, S£ Ji Ibund that my rdpaeft was granted, and t We 
uhfortunate’Arcadiahs, bcingj releafed -from the Sub-Cyh- 
thiaa dungeons, wei£ permitted to return to earth again, 
I .would* charge; thereto have, ta care haw the y aff ronted 
Inch a potent heighboirtn**t time. > v *fJ 

w Having done fo 1 r^aod a'work^ I^wotild flip thwjfighii^e 
orb of Mercury h& nicbkdy.ut >1 ibauld, left;that cunniitg 
t^jief; ijloulddleal .the tec&ujtiutub^ raj head ?and;juffc 
paying my refpedr to Lady ;VebuB en irwcwrfj 

fhut my ^es) and glides 
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Ionia, Zantfc, ( Cerfgo, with tajiany ipore of lefs note ; not 
tcfrppak a $tandia, fo well kftown to the muffulmans. * 

* From' all thefe territories the republic has an yearly u - 
come of two morons in golcl, ifrhich is not treafured \ij 
Tor fiiif lon^ time, but is employed in the public expend 
ces, as in maintaining military forces by fea # and land, in 
kuil ding and rigging up their fleets, in railing and repaid 
ing forts and cattles, in paynig^the ftipends of magiftrafe* 
and public mlnifters, with other expejces too tedious to 
be n<jmed.* 

% *They have other ways toVaite mone^.in exti 
cafes, as in time 6f war, or the like ; foj* -then vicy ooU- 
ble or tiebfe the taxes,' and tythes, and impofe ; and all 
are liable to anfwer the dAiands of the republic, the no- 
ble as well as the vulgar. Neither do they feem unwill- 
ing, when the extreme neceflitics of the ftate require it ; 
but, if thk be not fufficient to defray the-public charges, 
then the magittratts and public *minifter9 are oh%ed to 
wait for theft falaries and ftipen^s till the commonwealth 
"Is in a condition to pay them. They alftAt fucli* a time 
are ufed to fell the places of # great truft and horfour to 
the nobles, who at other times «njof them gratis^ as a 
reward of ihcir meritS. 

If ail this will not do the bufmefs muTthey figd them- 
felv^s reduced to great extremities, then they iJorrow of 


private peifons fuch fums as they want, on the public 
fcith ; and if any wealthy eitfeen refufe, or appear un- 
w^lling to lend hjs money, they ufe force and violence, 
feizmjf his goods, whether moveablejpr immoveable, and 
fell them For ready money. At the fame time, the ic- 
, public declares herfelf debtor to thofe men, and pawns 
her faitK to pay them, with interett, after a certain num- 
ber of years, or when the war is finifhed, accordin^as 
die is able $ and that which is molt admirable is, that all 
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this is done* without the leaft tumult or feduioiii or any 
exterior Tymptoms of difeontent ; naj, this people, are 
fo prompt and ready to a ffift the ftate in luch exigencies, 
that it is common for ftiany of the nobles and wealthy 
’ citizens, to make a voluntary tender of thfir money to 
the fenate ;*and fome will fell their plate, of their own 
Siecord, with all their wives jetfcls and othpr ornaments, 
turning them into iqpney^for the fcrvice of thefCommOn- 
wealth. 

Bcfides, not cmy the inhabitants of Venice contribute 
tfadye JJTffmc treafury, but a^fo the othef cities and 
towns infer ^their jurifdi&ion, cdM 1 according to their a- 
liility* thet^fbre it matters not much whether the re- 
public have any baqk pf money by her or no, fin pc hpr 
private fubje&s are* rich enough, and ffie c^p make ufe of 
their wealth without any difficulty, or ill confequencfc 
whenever ffce lias occasion. * 4 

*A£ for the ftrength and Military forces of the Vene- 
tians, eit may. be faid that there is fcarce a prince in t iW 
rope who has better and larger fortifications than this re- 
public 5 to defend which, Jbd all her othec pofieffiohs, 
(he makes ufe of the inhabitants, every province being o- 
hliged to furniffi fo many thoufand foldiers as arc fufficient 
to fill the garriforrs, and guard the country from* foreign 
•invafion. Thus, in the province of Lombardy alone, 
there are twenty-five thoufand foot kept cqnftantly in 
arms j BWide^thefp, in tiir# of war they raife extraordi- 
nary armies, both*in their own territories, and^Jn Oil 
manyj or ajuong toc Swifs Cantons ; from which ljaft, 
they generally t have an aid if, thirty or fivc-and»thtrty 
thoufand mercenaries^ wl*p are partly bellowed on board 
•dyer flget, and pattly in their forty* aiyl cattles, whil$ 
forpe of them guard the bridges, ^i}d ^tber paflls of ttye 
country. As for the cavalry of this commonvjealth^t 
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is very fmall anti inconfidcrable for their number ; bul 
faring moft of thfcm the fonB of nobles, they are valued 
for their blood, which infpircs them with heroic refold 
lion and bravery. « ’ * 

When they are to wage war by land, they ufually in 
vite fomc foreign petty prince to be generaliflimo of thei: 
arrrfies : hijn they endear With moft ample gift* and Ho 
sroure, giving him two fenators fbf hfs colleagues, mcr 
who have been* fignally faifchfijJ and ferviceable to thi 
ootnnrcm wealth ; thefe are called prbv&fjjtor?, or tuner v» 
fora -general, without Jvhfcfe ctmfent and ^prfl^monSwr 
generaliffimo cannot gife battle, or do any tfafng elfe o 
moment, from which the commonwealth may receive pro 
ftt or ^damage. # 

1 forbear to fpeak nfth* arfenal of Venice, which i 
<mc*& tfos wcmdws of the world, in regard I have al 
ready given a defcriptibfr of k to thfc miniftera of thi 
Portfe in otre of my former letter^ which tfaou wftt fim 
regifteird. # 

Ifluft waits fcribt, 1 oim at brevity in all my drfpatches 
that I may.not weary out tffy patience ; but fometirnd 
-ffiy ftfbjeft tarries ifcfe beyond rriy limits, otherwife 
Iholild be forced 'fo '‘Conclude fome pf my letters in th 
Vtfidft df a relation, which in my opinion loolw like 
fatftfch. “ 

Therefore to avoid this folecifm, I rauft not tlofe u] 
Wy dKpafteh till I hhv* given thee an account ftfaat rite 
ceremonies are ufed in gifting ^ Dukes of Venice 
which take as follow : 

Th^day-of eleftion being appointed, all the yenetfei 
Senators that are thirty years* of Rge, meet together li 
-lire palace, where the gates bring (hut, an urn or cheft i 
placed in the middle of tSe aflembly, into which ai< 
Albany little balls <&"there be fenators prefent 
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thcfc balls are of two colour?, for thirty rf them are 

gilt, the reft are white : Every one of the ftnators takes 
a hall out of the urn ; thofe who get thfc thirty gilt oftfce 
are carriafl into another conclave, whilft thofe Who have 
tlw white ones remain in the fame place. Ifc the ftcond 
conclave is alfo placed an* urn, into which thirty balls are 
'had ; 1 among which nine ar£ gilt, the reft White : Thofe 
\vho get* the nine gilt ones, name forty ifttm, who are 
called Ele&ors of Jhe Fiift Election ; thdfc forty men, 
*hrow into the ut^ 1 forty bads, of which twelve hr* gilt, 
^hofe who get the twelve gilt balls lire 
galled iS&ots % of the Second Etedfonj for, they name 
five-and-twenty other toieft Theft five*ani-twlwty throw 
into the urn five-and-twenty balls, bf which nine fltte gilt, 
and they wh6 get them are called Ele6kOrs -of the Third 
Ele&iort 5 for theft nature ©he-and-forty men, in whofe 
pdwft- it is to create a dulfce or prince -of the republic 2 
And they do it aftfcr thij manner : • 

They choofe from among themfelves three fenatofs 
more venerable than the reft, whom they caH the Chiefs - 
of the Congregation, and t^o fecretaries ; the* there re. 
main fix- and- thirty, who give in Bfrev # Votes after this . 
manner: f ‘ 

The three chiefs fit in fo many terfs, feftihiettt 
than the reft ; then the fecretttrieS call the fix-end -thirty 
others in order before than, Where every «one throws in- 
to a befc, in .prefence of the - chiefs, a little * piece 6f 
wood, on, *which is written ihe^ifcme of Him* whefcn fte* 
rvould liave to be fliftce theft ev^Ty one <if thq fix^and- 
bitty retires to his place, whilft, the fecrfctaries read fhe 
"ehedules before the chiefs ; and as many as they find * 
:he& named for dukes, - fo many new ichcdulcs do they 
nake: Thefe are thrown promifeuoufiy into a cap, Or bon> 
itt 5 from whence, after a (hake qr two ty mingle th^gu. 
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they ate drawn out; arid laid in order on a t&ble* ; but be- 
fore they draw them all out; the firit fchedule is read, and 
he whofejiame is written on it, is bid to go into the ‘next 
conclave; then the Chiefs of «the Congr^aticjp, as’ they 
are called, afk the reft, if any body there can objedfe a- 
gainft the ele&ion of this man ? for if they can, and he 
does not give a fatisfa&ory ajifwer, he is excluded fpotff 
alTpo’flibility of beirig duke ; but if he acquits himfe# 
well, he is acknowledged, ( and has the ducal crown' put 
on his head. The prefent Duke of^ Venice itf the him 
dred and ******* inclufively, 
tuft, the firft that efrer had that honoiir ; being clewed 
in. the* city Heractea^ iri the year *697 of the Chriftiarts 
hcgira. . * v 

The Venetians are, in' all theft aftiotw, very. grave; 
ufmg few words, efpecially when they are at .table. If 
they are not fo lively and inventive as fomf other pieo^lc 
of Italy* yet they perform alfthirigs with mature deli- 
beration and judgment 5 which is the caufe that their afc 
fairs for *the moil part fuedeed very Happily. 1 i 

The Italians»have a common by -word current among 
them, that the .yepetiahs^are’ irifsignificent, crafty, and 
difereet j thofe of Verona are ftudibuS and faithful ; thole 
of Padua light Sun d fickle 5 : thofe of Vicenza revengeful; 
•Again, they fay, the Venetians bring money;’ Tervifb 
fwords, and Brixia pioneers to the wars ; and that the 
Venetians are good feamen, the Paduans good horfem^n; 

tjjgfe of Bergamc^uccdlent at 5 art* ambufh^ 

■j Qf; the., women they have anathe^* proverb, that thofe 
©f Crema are fraudulent ; they of Vicenza conftant; they 
©f Venice proud and infolent j they Verona graciohs p 
thofe of Brixia diligent 5 'thofe of Tervifo jealous ^afed 
tjiofc^of Bergamo crafty. They fey iike^fe,' that Bdr- 
gamojias many flanderer*,; Padua many good foldiers ; 
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yiccnza many counts j and Brixia many .-obdurate mi* 
fers. • 4 ‘ . 

r Courteous mxujfter, thou wilt bear, I luJpe, with' my 
tedioufncfg in difeourfirig pf this great republic,^ which 
clnnot be handled in a few words. 

As to thohianner of their government, it is admirably 
mild and gentle, wife and juft ; feeking .peace* but not re- 
filling war, when they have a juft provocation/ It is 
worthy of any man’s conlid^eration, how tips common* 
toalth^has flood form and unthdken -for above* twelve hun 
yc%g|^«Bsr5jilt fo many cruel wars, and potent ene- 
mies ; "ijpflpat hch fubjc&s, if they be compared witl} o* « 
thefs, , may be faid .to enjoy the golden age, .lince they 
live in continual’ cafe and tranquillity, increafing daily in 
riches, honours, k and every kind of prpfperity. 

' This isto.be/afcribed, jn the dirft place, to the mod 
excdlpt laWs "and rules of policy, left them by men pf 
"lingular prudence and wifdom, who, had they lived, in 
the times, of the ancient Greeks, might well have been 
lifted among the* moll famous ^hjlofophers and law- 
givers. 

The.duke, in the gravity of his pprt, the fplcndour of 
hja robes, and* the # njagn^ence t of his .palace, feenjs tQ 
exhibit the majeily hf an emperor j and yet he has no 
more authority than any one of the ienators who.*created 
him, for he has but one vote jn the feiutte, aB # all the nob- 
bles "have ; pnly it^e$ upon hjtn to give audience to fo- 
rt igri* ainbaffadors, rti tfic name of Jhe ftuiate. He cafT 
do nothing without the confent of the # fenatc, either* in 
peace or war. *Tbe feupte hr ft decrees, andLbe cortfirms 
.their ejicU, which are alfo publiftied in his name. 'It is 
l%wfyl for him to* go into all -the courts of juftfee, and 
public* tribunals', where lie tt)ay pa fa his verdi 61 in a ay dU* 
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bious cafe ; ytt fo asany of the fenatora may coatradi& 
him if they pleafe. . ' 

The form rtf government, therefore,* in this Apublic 
appears to be’Sn ariftocracy, of, tlfe government of a few 
not the richeft, or the mod powerful, but the wifed and 
the beft fuch as by a long feries of faithful 'fbrvices have 
merited well of the commonwealth. 

Thefe make up the colltge, or council of ten ; which 
bring joined with fifteen others, -and ftx counfellors, 'the 
duke being prefideut, has power of deliberating and de-^ 
treeing tilings tending to the. fafety o^vh<^£*nmorn- 
wealth ; neither can thefe decie’es be repealed: *aTh is i* 
properly the divan, or privy^council. There is befides 
lhi\ a C.ouncil, or diet, of two hundred kr.d Iwcnty-fi/c 
citizens, who are piopcrly called fenators, and very much* 
rtfemblc thofe of ancient Rome ; for none are permitted 
enter this fenate’but nobles, or the fons bf fuch ; they 
ru .It alfo be abofre five-and-twenfy years of age. ^The 1 
rhiid and la.it fenate confilta of two thoufand five hundred 
litn ; hut in regaid a great part uf thefe have fometjfHces 
inddioncjjirs abroad, thfie fi^dom meet above a thouland 
ix bundled when tlu^houfc is fulleit. 

. Tl\efe meet once every \veck,#thaMS, on the ftrft day, 

►s Jlfo on fome of thufmore foh inn Yetlivals; here ma- 
^iliratcs # are created, and public offices diilributcd with 
idmirable order; frpm hencf are chofeu the two hm/lrtd 
ind twenty-five, who make up the foregoing lenatej as 
>£*ing the moll plfud^pt, expert, and Comerfant in tlfeaf- 
airs of Hate ; thofe decide all controverfies of greater 
uomeftt, as the affairs of peace and war, fhe cfcre of fals- 
ifying* their cities and callles, of creating generajs anti 
ap tains, of fending emba^ics to foreign princes ; h er ff 
Ifo are read all the letters, difpatches, " and exprefies, 
'Rich are addrefled to the Republic from other pints ; in 
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a word, wh^tfocycr is -of rntore. material coafideration is 
handled in this fcnatc. ; ’ . 

Impartial efTcndi, thou wilt not condemn me as an ir>- 
fidel, or an enemy oFthe muflulmaus, in that I reprefent 
to thee, in .its true colours, the prefent Hate of Venice : 
If we ought* tp give the* dev it £is due, as the ChriJtians 
^fay, in God’s name let us not rob men of theirs, though 
they be our 'enemies. 


Magnificent and learned Hamet, adieu this time. • ■ 
P^ris, 4th* of the iitlf Moon, of jthe Year 



V I. — ~*To Osman Adroon it h, sjjlrologer in Ordinary 
terthe Sultan . 


JL m e inhabitants of thefe weftern parts arc in a great 
and general conflcrnation at the appearance of a new, co- 
met, or blazing flafc ; it rifes much about the time the 
fun fets, and in tffc fame quarter of the heavens ; the bo- 
dy of it looks no bigger than a liar oP the firit magni- 
tude, from whence fpringt* anpyramid of light, "extending 
itleif to the cufp of the mid Leaven, \yhere its cone leans 
to terminate. # *• . 

. . The (upa lliti\,us # cali it the furore! of God, becaiife of 
its form, being not much unlike an Old two-edged ra- 
pier ; I am fine it does not refemble a Turki'h feimetar, 
for tliofc, thou knoyvelt, are oblique in their figure, and 
this is llraiglit. 

* They are full of melancholy prefages ; arid the aftro- 
logers themfelvcs give out that this comet portends dread- 
ful calamities to Europe, which may not difeover them- 
' felves # perhaps thefe many years ; i^y, they affirm, 
^ That this generation (hall be quite cxtia&, before the 
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e&A » «f this treiftcgdoy te p aritiop AA few* op th* 

Artb.” * 

•* I hiR * great veneration' for tjbc Science -of the $ars, 
atod even for judicial aftrology^ tKoAgli I caangt.fwetend 
to any any at them > I have ftu<JA4 'ih«n fepth 

till I was weary, being duotwraged by the diffcrtnee of. 
men’* opinions, and the uncertajaty of tbor. condufions, 
in matters of fo remote, fubltme, andTnyftfriom a na- 
ture $ befides, I fainted under the burden of fuofa Vaft 
fpecirtationa, whilfl I found myfrJf ftiH wandering, not 
only in the blindnefe of my own proper C^jsfe&^bnt al- 
fo in the general* darknefs of fmaiJufyFeafoaw •» < 

I confidcred the birth place of thefe fcfenccs, 

$11 will confefe to be tjie Eaft»<*nd there-*! fa and the 
Chaldeans drifestng from the Oymaofophifts of India* thefe 
again contradiding my •country men the Arabians I To 
. pals from thence into Africa* I, perceived the Egyptians 
were of one fentiment, the Eth iopia .of another, and 
the Moors of a third ; neitlief could I tlJfccrn any agree- 
ment between the "Greeks and Romans $ as for the Jews* 
they clafluffl with all, [ u 

Plata, Proclus, ^riftatlt, Averroea, and many other 
fcges, nflm there are but * eight fjj* hews, l yet Hemes 
Tiifmegiftus, with feme of the Perfian tnfgi»«»id<M a 
ntntfi } fo did ‘Axarchel the Moor, jrji hia countryman 
Tebith j of the fame opinion was Albert the Great ; 
whilll there are fome who tax thefe with making * dec*- 
station ,111 the orbs, and taking a ftythe from heaven, for 
they after t the number of the fpberea tp hr ten. 

. They not only tints drier from one another, hat 
through that mcorfftancy which is infeparatte from the 
minds of mortals# they vary even from thcojUsoB^ oqe 
dav of one opinion* the neat of % oontfoev 1 d» Alston- 
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fufl one while affected nine fpheres,* and a few yeais after * 
tctienched himfelf to eight. This is a vanity from which 
the greateft and moft eminent writers in the world liave 
not been free ; indeed, tlys mutability of opinion it na* 
tural to all inch, at if our minds were fubje& to the laws 
of generation and conniption, like our bodies, or as if 
there were a continual flux and reflux of our thoughts, at 
there is of our corporeal atoms. 

* Thefe authors not only vary about the number of the 
cdeftial orbs, but aSfo concerning their motion, cfpec tal- 
ly that of the eighth, which is called the fphere of the 
fixed liars ; forHhc Chaldaeans and Egyptians held it had 
foife one motion* others affirmed it had more ; the Tal- 
mttdiftt affign it two, whilil fome modem aftronomers a* 
mong the Chriftians are more liberal, and allow it three 
diftindt motions ; one of Trepidation, as they call it; and 
this it itsr own proper courfe,*which k performs, they fay, 
in feven thoufand years ; a fecotul of Giration, which it 
derives from the ninth fphere, as one wheel is rolled about 
by another $ and this circuit, according to their opinion, 
is not fiiiflied in lefs than foity-niiic thoufand years , and 
if that be true, we muff not exped^ the diiTolution of the 
world before that term k expired ; for it would be im- 
pious toduppofe tllnt the Eternal Architect having made 
this fphere for a circuit of fo long a duration, would flop 
5 ^ race were fully run, much lefs in the midff 
of its career, that time it had accompliftied a fixth 
part of its revolution * as- the Jews and Chriffians belie \vc : 
The third motion of tide fphere is called rapid and diur- 
nal, for winch they fay it it obliged to the tenth orb, or 
ptitmum mobile? 

, 13 ben again -they differ in the merffurc of the time they 
allow for the motion of the fixed ftar»*,jpp« will lwwe 
them to fpend an hundred yeys in travelling one degree ; 
VeL Fill . 
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‘another brings them to this ttation in fixty-fix years ; a 
third in feventy-five ; a fourth in fevcnty. eight; the Jqvs 
infeventy; the Chriftiana in eighty; whilft the Indians 
go beyond them all, afferting jhat there are two ftars in 
the eight fphere diametrically oppofite to each other, 
which do not fupply each other’s place in tilt zodiac in 
lefs than an hundred and forty-four thoufand years: They 
affirm alfo there are many motions of the fphercs above, 
which are yet unknown to mortals. 

If this be fo, there may be, for ought \vc know, other 
ftars and bodies alfo, to which tlitfe motipnfcjnay agree, 
though we cannot difeern either the eft le or the other, 
becaufe of the fuperlative vaftnefs of the height, and the 
imperfection of human art ; of this opinion were Alpc- 
trag, Phavorinus the philosopher, and others. 

By all that I have faid, I do not pretend to inftruCl 
thee in things whereof thou wert ignorant : I know thee, 
by general fame, and the chara&cr of men of judgment, 
to be an accompliflied matter in this mytterious fcience ; 
but I retted thus on the inconftancy and doubtfulnefs of 
men’s reafon inthefe matters;* as an introdudion to the li- 
berty l will take of telling thee once again my own 
thoughts concerning comets, which firft fuggefted the 
trouble I uow give thee in this letter, as I did.on6e before 
•On the like occafion.. 

Suffer me to be a little prolix and ledjous, for thefe 
(peculations are ttrong, and not handled with eafe, or in 
a few words. I® would fain fee the aftronomer that has 
been in heaven, and can gi\** me an account what is the 
true motion of the plauct Mars, or that lias difeovered 
the exa d ingrefs of the fun into the equino&ial points; 
let him alfo reveal to me the nature of the galaxy , <3 and 
what fubttanoes or qualities they are which compofe the 
milky way: Thefe are fqbjeds which have puzzled all 
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'antiquity, .and the wifeft of thefe modern times arc as 
much to feck as their fathers. O fatal darknefs of this 
mortal ftate ! what mills of ignorance and error are our 
minds enveloped with? \J 7 e are perpetually bewildered in 
a labyrinth and circle of fcepticifrns and ambiguities: The 
fun .by day*difclofes to us the outward features and linea- 
ments of thefe lower elements ; the moon end liars are 
not backward to fliow us the face of the heavens by night, 
unlefs fometimes the envious fpirits of theriir draw a veil 
of thick black clouds before the lovely pi&ure, and leave 
us all in darknefs : But fate has hidden from us the inte- 
rior parts of h&aven and earth, and all the other beings in 
the univerfe. 

Among the reft, I cannot but conceive wc are ftrange- 
ly miftaken in the nature of thefe comets ; for if they are 
only certain heaps of inflammable matter, kindled in the 
air by the force of the fun-beams, or by fome other influ- 
ence of nature, how come they to have fo regular and dif- 
tinft a motion of their own ? how come they to rife and 
fet at certain hours every day and night, varying only as 
the heavenly bodies do, ins appearing earlier of later one 
day than another, according to the fucceflive alteration 
of the four feafons of the year, that fo they may pafs, 
like them* through all the ligns of the zodiac ? If the 
earth moves, aud ihefe comets be in the air, they mull 
needs be carried round with the motion of the whdle vor- 
tex ; but it is apparent to human fight, that they are not 
thus whirled round with the atmofphetf*, but have a dif- 
tin£l, and fometimes a quite contrary motion ; they are 
ftatic, diredl, and retrograde, like the planets, which is 
almoft a demanftration that their feat is in the heavens, at 
Jeaft above the interfering orb of the moon ; and if fo, I 
(hould be glad to hav^ an account of theirgeneration and 
original ; for the fubftance o£the heavens beiBg immuta- 
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ble, and not fubjed ' to any change or corruption, it is 
impofiible that any new pofthumouB being can be gene- 
rated there. There may, I believe, in every age, be’ dif- 
clofed and uncabined foine glittering forms in the hea- 
vens, which before lay hid and locked up in the treafures 
of the Moll High; but they are as old as the world itfelf : 
That is my (freed ; let other men think what they pleafe. 

’If I could wonder at any thing, it would be at the mif- 
taken piety of thofe, who, £0 avoid ^hc Charybdis ol a- 
theifm, which attributes all things to nature or chance, 
/all into the Scylla of fanaticifm and religious dotage, 
whilfl they vainly affert, that every new alteration in the 
world is an effect of God’s immediate creative power. 
Not a child is conceived, but God then and there creates 
a foul for it ; not a plague, lire, peftilence, or any other 
common calamity happens, but they muft difturb the reft 
of the Eternal Deity, and make him have a particular 
chief hand in the confpiracy ; fo of comets they prefage 
tremendous things, as if God had immediately created 
them to warn this lower world of fome approaching judg- 
ments; whereas, according totlie didates of more impar- 
tial reafon, they are the produds of his firil fiat, when he 
made the univerfe, only he lias referved the revelation of 
them to certain periods of time. BulHhefe fori* of peo- 
ple affront God really, for fear of affronting him; they in- 
jure his goodnefs,to fave his omnipotence; and, by a back- 
blow they ftrike at both, in' defence of his fuppofed arbi- 
trary will. “ Let not my foul fit down in their cabala, 
nor my mind liften to the fecrets of their divinity.” 

O fage Ofman, I believe that all things flow from God 
by an emanation without beginning, and fubfift on him 
by a dependence which fhall know no end ; with hum the 
caufcs of all fleeting and decaying things have a perma- 
nent liability ; in him refid# immutable fprings of what- 
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foevef is.fubjeft to change ; in his eternal eflence do live 
the principles and models of all beings ; but he is no daily 
labourer ; it is a grand contempt of the Divine Majefty, 
thus to invade the reft and fabbatifm of the Moft High, 
who dwells for ever in infinite and eternal folitude and 
blifs, to make him the tlrudge of his creatures, who has 
ten thousand thoufand myriads of angels to execute his 
will. 

Undoubtedly he, has contrived the univ^rfe with fuck 
ineffable art, that his whole pleafure is performed by fe- 
cond caufes : This infinite machine is full of wheels, and 
has an eternal* motion, wheftof he is the original fpring. 
If I may defeend to fo low a comparifon, obferve but the 
courfe of a miller ; when once he has turned the cog of 
his mill, he has no more to do but ftand ftill and look on ; 
the work goes forward of itfelf without any more of his 
labour till he flop it ; fo the Supreme Artift, when i he 
had once fet the primum mobile a-going, had no more to 
do but to enjoy himfelf in eternal beatitude. 

It is an indignity to the omnipotent God, to fay or 
think he was not able to* make a world as perfeft as. a 
mortal man can frame the imagination of. Now I think 
it is very eafy to conceive, that as a hand-mill, which 
continually requires the attendance of fomebody to keep 
it in motion, has lefs of artifice in it than a water or a 
wind-mill, which go of thegifelves 5 fo a world, that muft 
always have its maker Having and drudging, toiling atid 
moiling at the produ& of every individual generation find 
and corruption of every new event, or what appears to us 
be fo, is not fo excellent and perfeft, as one that can per- 
form its own tafk by the neceflary force which one conti- 
guous atom has upon another, like wheels upon wheels. 

To conclude all 5 undoubtedly the works of God are 
moft perfect and full of wifdqm ; he made all things from 

* 3 
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eternity, and they obey his law ; he has appointed the 
times and fcafons of good and evil, the fymptoms where- 
of appear to mankind in various manners ; in dreams and 
vifions by night, in ominous accidents by day, in prophe- 
cies and general wliifpers, in apparitions, fpe&res, and 
monftrous forms, in heaven, and all the elements ; finally, 
in comets. 

But, oh learned Adrooneth! doc$ it therefore follow, 
that thefe figns, thefc apparitions, th%fe comets, &c. are 
frefidy created for the fake of mankind ? Are there not 
various ends and ufes of *jl things ? Arp there not the 
fixed ftars, and the planet9, according to* their different 
configurations and afpcdls, figns of good and evil, as well 
as # comcts ? and are not the ftars as old as the world ? 
Why may not the comets be fo too, though they arc re- 
vealed at certain dated periods of time ? ^ 

There is one comprehenfive rcafon for all, in that dou# 
hie query, and I will fay no more to the fage Adrooneth, 
for whom a word is fufficicnt. 

I pray Heaven divert fron^ thee the influence of evil 
ftars; and that whilft thou contemplated their order, mo- 
tion, and efficacy, thofr mayell not tumble into a ditch, 
rie did Auaximenes, and Thales the M’lefian aftrologcr. 
Adieu. 

Paris, jfh of ’the ad Moon, of the Year 1681. 

1 » . .’I ■‘.■■■TV ============ =ssssssssss=s^ 

*. 

, VII To the Venerable Mufti. 

Th e people of Rome having abolifticd the government 
of kings, transferred the fovereignty on Brutus and Col- 
latinus, the champions of their liberty, altering both their 
right and title ; for they called them confuls, not kings, 
and ordained that tlieir power fhould lad but a year, which 
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being“expirud, new ones were cle&ed in their dead: And 
the rcafon why they had two, was, that if one proved 
guilty of evil adminiRration, injuflice, or tyranny, the o- 
ther, having equal power; might curb him, and re&ify the 
public affairs. They were alfo called confute, put 
them in mmd that they were to do nothing aibltrarily, 
but in all things of importance to confult their fellow-ci- 
tizens. 

. So great was tho joy of tjie Romans upon this recovery 
of their freedom, that they could fcarce believe it wa? 
true, but *s it ^lfually falls out in any furprifing happinefs, 
all feemed as a*4rcam ; and fo inveteiate was their aver- 


Con for kings, that they expelled Collatinus from tl.c ci- 
ty, only becaufe he was nephew to Tarquin the Proud, 
ytrhpfe name alfo he bore^ Valerius Publicola was fubfli- 
tuted in his Read, a man Angularly devoted to the public 
gooil ; he owned himfelf the creature of the people, and 
gave power of appealing from him to them; and < left 
he might offend them by the lofty building of his houfc, 
which alfo {landing on a rock, feemed ftrong as a caftle, 
he pulled down the upper^Roreys, and made it leyel with 
ordinary houfes. » 

Brutus his colleague was no lefs ftudious than he to 
gain tKfe favour of the citizens, even with the definition 
and {laughter of his own children ; for when he perceived 
his Tons confpiring to reRore the abrogated monarchy, lie 
brought them forth into the foium, or market-place, and 
having caufed them to be feourged with rods, he behead- 
ed them ; thus dcmonRrating, that, as a parent of the 
people, he adopted them in the l oom of his perfidious 
children. 

*.*The Romans being from this time made perfe&ly free, 
firft took arms in defence of their new-gotten liberty, a- 
jrainfl the neighbouring kiagpj next for the bounds of 

14 
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their dominions, then for their confederates,- ajidiaA o£ 
all for gloiy and empire, being on every fide invaded and 
molcfted by the adjacent people ; for they had no. terri- 
tories but within the walls oft their city ; fo that they 
were riB foontr out of the gates, but they were expofed 
to the Tufcans and Latins, between whom the city* was 
fealed as it were in the middle ; therefore, refolving to 
enlarge their territories/ they took one city and province 
after another, till ‘at lcngtfy they became matters of all 
Italy. 

Their firll expedition was againll Porfjpn*, King of 
the Tufcans, who took, the field with a great army, hav- 
ing the Tarquins along with him, whom he undertook to 
rc cAablilh in the throne of their fathers ; he made fierce 
and refolute advances, poffefling himfelf of the hill Jani- 
culum, and the avenues of the city, \vheie he befieged 
them clofe, and prdlcd 'them with famine ; yet the Ro- 
mans fuAained all with admirable bravery; and their Aout 
rcfiAance had this efFcft, that at length Porfenna, when 
he had almoft vanquiflied them, made a league of peace. 
He wag chiefly moved to this 9 oy thofe prodigies and mi- 
racles of Roman fortitude, Horatius Codes, Mutius Scs- 
vola, and Clelia ; the firll of which, when he was not a- 
ble alone to keep off the unequal throng of his 'enemies 
every where crowding on him, at length broke doufe the 
bridge, and Twain acrofs the Tiber with his weapons 
in hand ; , the fecond attempting to kill Porfenna in his 
own camp, when By mittake he had, inAead of the king, 
Slabbed his vifier or Secretary, and for that fadl was feized, 
he thrufl his right-hand, that was guilty of the. error, in- 
to the fire, faying, with a menacing voice, Think not 
thyfelf the fafer, O king, becaufe thou haft efcaped my 
hand, fince there yet remain three hundred Romans who 
have all fworn to make thf fame attempt.” Porfenna 
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' ^ j cmfy led, and was attonifhed at the boldnefs of the man, 
whilil Matius ftood (till, undaunted, with his hand broil- 
ing in the fire, as a demonflration of his invincible con- 
ftancy, and of the truth of what he affirmed. Thus did 
thofe two famous men behave themfelves; and as if a glo- 
rious envy had fermented the virtue of the female Tex, a 

. certain noble virgin, called Clelia, who was given in hoft- 
age to King Porfenna, efcaped her guards by night, and 
mountftig a horft which IJie found in the way, fwam over 
the Tiber on him. Porfenna, as if he were terrified at 
the foitune^aud (lupendous refolution of ‘the Romans, 
confented to*a peace ; but the Latins would not let them 
reft fo, for they alfo attempted to reftore the Tarquins, 
not fo much in love to them, as out of fpite to the inha- 
bitants of Rome, being ddirous to fee that people at lead 
fubjugated at home, who lorded it fo abroad: There was 
a bloody fight between them ; and the fame goes, that 
two god;*, Caflox and Pollux, were prefent on whitrf ho*- 
fes, as fpeclitora of the combat ; wherefore* after the* 
Romans had gotten the vidlory, they built a temple to 
thefe warlike deities, as #ftipend or reward to their cham- 
pions. And thus far they fought for liberty, which hav- 
ing fuccefsfully aflejted and cdablilhed, they were involv- 
ed in«frefh war# about the confines of their dominion. 

It would be too tedious to rehearfe the various battles 
and encounters between them and the neighbouring na- 
tions, wherein at laft they always got the vidtory, and ex- 
tended the limits of their empire far!ind wide; fucl> aifo, 
and fo prodigious were the actions, exploits, and fiardy 
performances of this ftout people, that when* King Pyr- 
rhus confidered it, he broke forth into this exclamation.: 

How eafy were it (faid he) to obtain the empire of the 
world, were Pyrrhus King of the Romans, or the Ro^ 
mans foldiers to Pyrrhus !” 
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Yet as faft as this victorious people enlarged theyi'Yt'Z* 

ritories abroad, fo did their feditions and tumults increafe 
at home, raifed by the ambition of fome, $nd the difeon- 
tent of others, till at length they had entirely fubdued all 
Italy to their obedience ; in which enterprise they fpent 
five hundred years, before they brought it to pcrTe&ion; 

Then, like a fire which -devours all the wood it meets 
in its way, till its fury be Hopped by the intercourse of 
fome river, fo the Romans ceafed not to*conquer to 'the 
very (ifores of Italy ; but when they confidered Sicily as a 
moft rich and plentiful ifland, only rent, as were, by 
fome injurious itroke of time, or fete, or dhance, from 
their continent, they rcfolved toi unite thefe again by arms 
and war, which could not be joined together by bridges 
or piei’s ; and a very favourable opportunity prefented it- 
felf tojthem for this purpofe, whllft the confederated 
people of Meffina, the chief mart of that ifland, complain- 
ed yf the tyranny praftifed by the Carthaginians. 

* At that time Rome and Carthage were emulous of 
each other, both equally rivals for Sicjly and the empire 
of the world ; therefore, under *a mafk of helping their 
friends and allies, the Romans betook themfelves to the 
fea, but with real defign to enrich thgnfelves with booty, 
and adding this ifland to Jtherr empire; wnilft the Cartha- 
ginians appeared like open enemies and pirates, without 
any difguife. Thefe having loll their fleets in various 
conflifts, their fate yielding to that of Rome, the Romans 
made^Sicily a tributary province, and then reduced Sardi- 
nia and Corfica. Thus, having expelled the Carthagi- 
nians out of all the iflands of the Mediterranean Sea/there 
remained nothing for them to conquer on that fidfe but 
Afric itfelf, where alfo they landed, and took above thred 
hundred places of ftrength in a fliort time, though they were 
ftoutly oppofed, not only by men, but alfo by monflers; 
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“ -'in^Kro^Kain ftupendous great ferpent, an hundred and 
’ f .venty Feet in length, annoyed their camp very much, near 
• he river Bragada,as if this dreadful bead had come into the 
win Id on purpofr to be the champion of its native country, 

4 i<J defend or revenge opprefied Afric : But Regultjs, 
vu-ihnous arms neither men, nor mongers, nor fate, 
vould hitherto refill, made no Hop, till he came with his 
finny before the walls of Carthage itfelf, the toot of all 
»fu* war- Here fcrtune began to fall off from him, and 
prove his enemy, yet fo as only to give iff occafion for 
the RoiUrin virtue to appear more illuftrious ; for though 
by the good conduct of Xantippus the Lacedemonian ge- 
neral, thirty thoufand Romans were killed in one fight, 
and Regulus himfelf taken prifoner, yet fo great mis- 
fortune could not make him lofe himfelf, or fink into any 
paflion beneath the conftancy and fortitude of an invinci- 
ble hero. The Carthaginians fent him as their ambaffa- 
dor to the fenatc of Rome, to propofe a peace, and 1 tlie 
exchange of captives; but he was of^i contrary fenti -lent, 
and diffuadijd the fenators from hearkening to any fucli’ 
overtures, choofing rathe»brave!y to return to his former 
captivity, there to be crucified, than be inftrumental in 
word or deed to the lead dilhonour or difadvahtage of his 
country ; fo that though vanquiflied, he yet feemed to 
triumph over his conquerors ; and his lamented fate had 
this influence on the Romans, that it made them profe- 
cute the war with more fiercenefs and ardour, to revenge* 
the blood of Regulus, than in hopes (ff conqucftj. fo deep* 
are the imprefliuns of love which a goqd general, living 
or dead, makes in the hearts of his foldiers. Thus the " 
war was renewed again, in Sicily, wherein the Romans 
cyne off conquerors ; and as an evidence of the greatnefs 
of their victory, they (howed an hundred ahd twenty ele- 
phants .taken from the enemy in the field, which would] 
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liave been a great prey had they been taken uu-Jpt**.* 0 '# 
but now ferved only as a trophy of a more expenfive con- 
qutrft. This vi&ory was obtained in the confuKhip of 
Metellus, which was followed J>y a tenible overthrow at 
fea in that of Appius Claudius, v\ hen the Romans ftemed 
not fo ihuch overcome by their enemies, as by the pio- 
fanenefs of their general, or the divine vengeance ; for he 
confulting the augurs before he began the engagement, 
chickens were let out of their coops, to obferve the wifli- 
ed-for tripudiation of the coni they were to feed on ; but 
when the oraculous birds would not taile a gr^n, the ge- 
neral, difgufttd at the fatal omen, commai/ded them to be 
drowned in the £ea, faying with an impious jeft, “ Since 
they will not eat, let them drink their fill.” In the fame 
*place was the Roman navy funk and defiroyed. 

There were many fueh encounters as thefe between 
them, forthefpaceof four-and twenty years and upwards, 
even till the confuKhip of Lutatius Catulus, when the e- 
nemy feemed not to advance with a fleet of (hips, well 
manned and rigged with all neceflarks, but all Carthage 
appeartd upon the fea, with t«hc woods and forefts round 
about it. This proved its ruin 5 for they were too heavy 
foi fervice, whereas tlVc Roman navy was light and expe- 
ditious, like a moving canrtp in the fea ? in a wor.d> they 
fc t upon the Carthaginians fo furioufly, and fhattered their 
vcfTels with fuch fpeed, that all the fea between Sardinia 
and Sicily was coveied with the difmal wrecks; and this 
vi&ory.was fo great, that they had no farther thoughts 
of failing to Atric, and razing the walls of their enemies, 
that being counted nccdlefs, fince Carthage was now ex- 
tinguifhed in the fta. 

After this war was finifhed, the Romans enjoyed a ftvoit 
reft, as it were to breathe themfelvcs ; and as a demon- 
ftration of peace, the temple of Janu6 fliut up> it h«v- 
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r?a^b®^M?onftantly open before, from the reign of Numa 
Pornpilius;* and this diilindtion was the public emblem of 
peace or war. * . . 

Thou wilt not have patience to read their wars with 
the Ligurians, Gauls, Illyrians-, Macedonians, Syrians, 
Germans, ^Spaniards, and, in fine, with the moft potent 
nations on earth ; it will be as irkfome to be detained 
with a rchcarfal of their domeftic feditions, and changes 
of government ; fuffice it to lay, that this people grew 
worfe by the increafe of tfieir empire; suKfaftcr they had 
fubverte^l Carthage, Corinth, Numantia, and other fa- 
mous cities oV Europe, Alia, and Afric ; after they had 
fubdued Gaul, Thrace, Cilicia, Cappadocia, Armenia, 
Britain, and many other moil rich and opulent provinces 
abroad, they began to make wars among themfelvcs; their 
former virtues turned into vices ; the feditions, confpira- 
cies, and emulations of the Triunwiii, the Tribunes* of 
Cataline, Marius, Sylla, Anthony, Pompey, and atliou- 
fand other popular commotions, helped towards the con- 
fufion of this empire, which feemed to be the fupport of 
all things. # 

Mofl divine, of the fucceffors of the prophets, this vail 
-empire is now become but as a fluttered Ikcleton of an 
cient*Romc, and moil of the,cxterior members are fallen 
to the lharc of the all-conquering Ottomans. God per- 
. petuatc the vi&orits of true believers, and yet grant that 
their cunquefls may not out lad their virtues. 

Paiis, 8th of the 3d Moon, of the Ycamtffii. 


VIII. To DGNEt Oglou. . 

"I am as waggilh as a janizary that has newly received 
bis afpers; there is mote fatire in me at this time than 
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there was in Juvenal and Perfius, and yet it ifr yty& te- 
dregs of what I have vented on feme learned higots here 
in Paris, with whom I have been drinking thefe two or 
three hours ; I tell thee plainly,, I put off the mufluliiian 
for a while, and took my glaffes frankly, or like a Naza- 
rene. 1 

The difeourfe we were upon was aftrology and the n&» 
ture of comets, &c. $ but God tumble me headlong into 
the lap of Tagot, if ever I heard fuch bjockhcads, dunces, 
fools, fots; I know not what to call them properly. 
Zounds ! how can human rcafon be fo debauch g] ? How 
can man become fuch an infenfible pjece of ll'uff, to think 
as they do? They made me blufh for fhame o/ anger.; 
they made me forry that I was a man to be ranked in the 
fame lift with them ; however, I fupprefled my boiling 
choler ; I bit my lips and nails, and did every thing that 
patience could fugged* for I ufe to be a very boon com- 
panion in my wine ; but at length, as it is the fate of all 
difputers, we grew too hot ; there was fuch a teippeft of 
words and pailionate expreflions, that we could hardly 
find a grain of fenfe ; at laft we/ell from words to blows, 
and. I, though old and crazy, held up my head as well as 
I could. 

Thou wilt believe, at this age, I have n® great ftrangth; 
but I tell thee my courage is the fame as when I was but 
iive-and-twenty ; I cannot flinch from provoking dangers, 
and when I am thoroughly inflamed with wrath, death 
itficlf appears to me in the fame figure which painters give 
it, a mere naked fkeleton, which I have more reafon to 
pity than fear ; if I- am afraid of any thing, it is of 
breaking its bones, and fpoiling its ftiape, in the clafti of 
my. fury ; fo tender am I even of death itfelf, the obdu 3 
late and inexorable deftroycr of all mankind. 
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O company, that was a prieft, and fat right over 
againft me at the table, threw his four-cornered cap at 
my head, whilfl his next neighbour checked him for his 
infolence ; but he was full* of fat, and empty of reafon or 
civility ; *a great hulking fellow, that makes a figure like 
the ftatue prPont Ginello, at Catanea in Sicily, only he* 
is a little taller ; but he has a Twinging tun of a carcafe. 

After he had abufed me thus, he fwore , €t If he had 
the chalice of the al{ar in his hand, he wouM do the fame 
thing; nay, if he had fhe confecraced wine irflt, he would 
turn the bipod of Chrift into poifon, as he could turn wine 
into blood, to be revenged of me.” 

There was by good chance an Armenian or two in the 
company, (not any of Solyman’s gang) who took him 
up upon his menace ; they challenged him feverely to an- 
fwer his words before the Archbifhop of Paris ; but the 
cunning prieft had more wit in his anger j when he began 
to refledl on the bad confequences of a fummons, ‘he 
crouched, wheedled, and fawned like a fpaniel ; fo fear- 
ful are they of a fpiritual court, which is almoft as bad in 
France as the Inquifition inaSpain. 

Tlien there was a captain, an old miles emeritus, a pen- 
fioner, who having not drunk fuch a quantity of wine 
many a^day, took my part becaufe he* Cat on my fide of 
the table, for he never faw me before in his life-time, as I 
know of ; however, the old gentleman (bowed hhnfelf 
ftout, and demonftrated that he would ftajid a puflt for 
fouls ; but there was nobody would oftjofe him, favc my- 
felf, and I did it in uerbo cleriei , not manu or enfe militU, 
God knows. I prayed the good old man to be pacified ; 

I laid my right hand to my breaft, and heaved both that 
. and the other joined to heaven ; I invocated all the pa- 
triarchs and prophets; I bawled at the faints and angels; . 
I fummoned God Almighty himlelf to appear in my, 
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vindication j bat nothing would do fave dowjunght fight- 
ing. ■ - " ■ 

To it we .went pell-mell ; the fellows on the other fide 
of the table were eager ; noticing would fatisfy them but 
blood ; their rapiers were drawn*, and they were tip on the 
. pafs, when I ftarted, up*' and.criejl out aloud, M Gentle- 
men, it is the wrong minute for. ye, to fight in ; Mars is in 
the eighth houfe, in conjun£lion with Saturn, and in quar- 
* tile with the fun, a tcry malevolent qfpe&!” Upon this, 
they grew all madder than before. * “ Damn that aftrolo- 
gcr,” fays one; “ Curfe.upon his lloinach,” fays another; 
till at. lad they all fell foul upon iue ; only , my fide-.eap- 
: tain flood up iliffly for me : I did what became a mail, 
but it is to his bravery I owe my life ; fur one of the op- 
pofite fparks made .a full pa& at my. bread, which the 
noble old captain parried, with a hidden fhoot of his arm 
athwart, and a dexterity. which I can never admire enough. 

I, that had neither fwojd nor ikill in the feience t*f 
fencing, thought it my part to expofe my body between 
my feemlng friends and enemies, fince all the occafion of 
this quarrel was on my account, as an aflrologer ; I leap- 
ed upon the tabic, and feized upon the fword of my cap- 
tain’s antagonifl ; I lmiled upon him at the fame time, 
and convinced him* that I was not in anger; I fcwifted it 
out of his hand, with a .complaifant violence, and then 
the flrife was appeafed ; for it was not he that began the 
quarrel, any more than nay old captain ; but the pried 
was wholly in the«fault, who ftragglipg out of his fphere, 
pretended to fet up for an aftrologer, and tell us things 
that would not fquare with reafon. 

My Dgijet, thou knoweft me, and all my inclinations ; 
thpu art fenfible that I cannot doop to the magisterial , 
di&atcs of error, nor the bold impofitious of ignorance ; 
k* them approach a3 near as they will to truth on the 
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back-fidc? they are the farther off from attaining it ; and 
fo let thou and I enjoy ourfelves in perfeft tranquillity. 
Paris, x?fh of the 5th Moon, of the Year 1681. 


IX . — To Hamit, Reis Ejffenrft , Trine' pal Secretary of the 
Ottoman Empire . 

Having in my laA fpoker\of the prcfent ftate ofVenice, 
wherein I omitted nothing that I thought worth thy ob- 
fervationj I fiymld now in order touch upon Candia, or 
Crete,^he moft confiderable iiland that the Venetians not 
long ago had under their obedience ; but fince by the 
fate of war it is fallen into th% hands of the victorious 
Ofmans, I will fay but very little of -it, and pafs to the 
other republics of Europe. 

There is no doubt but fince the conqueft of Candia by 
the mufiulmans, the imperial city abounds with geogra- 
phical descriptions, natural,* moral, and political observa- 
tions on it ; but perhaps they are wanting in the hiftory 
of that famous ifiand, in fegard the books of the gentifes 
are not much read by the true tylievert ; and it is from 
thefe only we can colled the ancient memoirs of the na* 
tiona tfhfch were once in their own poflelSon. 

This ifiand was once called Crete,, and Said to be the 
nurfery of Jupiter, as alfo h's Sepulchre ; it obtained like- 
wife the title of Hecatompolis, becaufe* of the hundred 
cities that were in it ; and feme called it the ifiand of the 
arclitia, in regard the inhabitants being taught from their 
infancy to handle the Scythian bow, grew fo expert in 
that exertife, that they furpafied all other nations. 

• The Lacedemonians, Athenians, and Other renowned 
commonwealths of Greece, received their laws from men 
bom in this ifiand, as Plato and Pliny teftify ; anchye^ 
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Epimenides, one of their own poets, gives thftn* 'a bad 
cha rafter, when he fays, ceil iptvrxi xotxa y«- 
rtf; . 

They were much aridifted alfti to all kinds of forcery 
and enchantments, a fraudulent race of people^ covetous, 
greedy, idle, and ignorant of ingenious arts and fcienccs. 

Yet notwithftanding this, they wercfo powerful of old, 
that they could, as with a bridle, curb all Greece* Dur- 
ing .the reign of one of their kings, whofe name was Cy- 
don, came up the life of Pyrrhic meafures, with which 
the youth being armed cap-a-pee, danced prith great la* 
hour and fweat ; and the inhabitants have Tall along been 
fo tenacious of this cuftom, that it is obferved to this day 
among the ruftic Candiots 4 on their holidays 5 for at fuch 
times the youth of the ifland meet together, armed with 
a bow in one hand, and a naked fword in the other, with 
a quiver of arrows hanging at their backs, and thus they 
will dance indefatigably in the beat of fumroer, even at 
noon-day, when the fun fcorches all things with infup- 
portable fervours. 

In procefs of time, this ifland became fubjeft to the 
Grecian empire, an,d ap fuch fell into the hands df Bald- 
win, Count of Flanders, and Emperor of Conftantinople, 
who gave it to 'the Marquis of Montferrat, by whom it 
was fold to the Venetians in the year is 94, for an incre- 
dible fum of money, and that republic has held it ever 
finer, till it was lately taken from them by the invincible 
Ottomans. 

It is worth remark, that Candiar, the chief city of this 
ifle (called Caftrp aud Candax by the Greeks) is a place 
of that prodigious ftrength that it fuftained a blockade oj 
twenty-two y&rs, from 1645 to 1667 ; and after that a 
fiege of two years, from 1667 to 1669 ; in which fpace 
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of time it is thought 600000 mufFulmana loft their lives 
before it. 

The next republic in order is that of Genoa, a city 
whofe power and empire Vras far greater in former times 
than h is at prefent ; for they extended their dominions 
even to the Black Sea, where Tanais, that parts Europe 
from Aiia, pours her waters into the Palus Masotis. Here 
thpy poffeifed the city Theodofia or Caffa, as it is call* 
ed at this day ; they alfo made themfelves mailers of Cy- 
prus, Lelbos, Chios, with other iflands in the Archipela- 
go, and CVen gf Pera itfelf, that magnificent adjund to 
the imperial city. 

Yet from the beginning they were feudatories of the 
Roman empire, till the year 600 of the Chriftians hegira; 
for then Lothario, king of the Lombards, took the city 
by force, and plundered it 5 but when, after fome years, 
it had recovered itV priftine glory again, Charles I^and 
his fon Pepin, kings of Italy, and their fucceflbrs the kings 
of Fiance, bore rute there for ahnoft an hundred years, 
placing governors in the city, who bore the title of Counts 
of Genoa. And when afferwards the Saracens had fub- 
dued Corfica, Ademarus (then Ceunt of Genoa) armed 
out a fleet of galjeys, invaded the ifland, and having de- 
feated ttie true believers, took pofleflion of it, and reduced 
it nndcr the juri{tii&ion of Genoa, whofe power at this 
time was very great by fea. 

After the dominion of Charles the Great, hiVpofterity 
was by degrees fo diminifhed, that at length it became in 
a manner quite extin&q the more potent among the citi- 
zens took turns to ufurp the government, and exercifr* 
tyranny over the inhabitants, which fo exafpeiated them,** 
that they often fubmitted themfelves to foreign princes ; 
but finding ftill as great inconveniencies in this depend- 
ence on ftrangers, at laft, following the exampldoHlfc%i 
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Venetians, they chofe to themfelves a duke, in the year 
1337 of theChriitians hegira j him they fent with a fleet to 
conquer Cyprus, which he accomplifhed with good fuc- 
cefs ; for, having taken the king and queen of the coun- 
try captives, he imprifoned them, till they agreed with 
him for a yearly tribute to he paid to the republic of Ge- 
noa, and then he reftored them to their native pofleflion, 
referving only Famaguffa, the chief city of the ifland, to 
himfelf. ’* * 

He entered alfo into a war with the Venetians, butbe~ 
ing overcome in battle, at his return he was depofed from 
the ducal office, and thrown into prifon,* another being 
chofen in his place. This was more fortunate than his 
predeceffor againft the enemy, doing them many injuries* 
but at length he was killed in battle. 

Then the Genoefe ele&ed another duke, who going to 
Conflantinople, performed fuch eminent fervfces to the 
emperor in his wars, that he gave him* the ifland Mity- 
lene, which the Genoefe held till the year 1354. 

After this they created one to rule over them under 
the title of Prince, in tire year 4 1381 ; but not liking his 
government, they threw themfelves upon the protection 
of Charles VII, King of France, who fent thither his de- 
puty* Being foon weary of the Trench government, they 
joined themfelves to the Duke of Milan, under whofe pa- 
tronage they Jived till the year 1435, a ®d then abdicating 
him, they created a duke of their own again: Thisraifed 
factions in the cityi vvhilft foroc adhered to the Trench 
intercft, and others efpoufed the Duke of Mean’s caufe. 
At laft they fell « again * UndSr .the power of the French, 
wjiQjn they obry ed, till Andreas iFOria having quelled 
the fedi cions, and pacffied'the contentions of the Freggi 
au 4 Tprni, two prevailing factions in the city, one con- 
of the aobka, the othfr of the commons* he efta- 
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blifhed that liberty in the commonwealth of Genoa, which 
(he has enjoyed ever fince, till of late fome new troubles 
have been given them by the Kings of France and Spain. 

As to the original of the Gfnoefe, it is uncertain. Stra- 
bo and others are of opinion that this nation defcendcd 
froiri the Greeks, whilft Thucydides derives them from 
the Sicilians. They were called Ligurians by the people 
of Rome ; and Florus mentions a certain race of Ligu- 
rians, who dwelt in.the dens and caves of mountains, be- 
* . * 'V 

ing a very fierce and warlike people. 

But nowaday s«the Genoefe are a very polite and ci- 
vilifcd people, of a lively and fubtle wit, efpecially in mer- 
chandifing, by which they greatly enrich themfelves; they 
ace,alfa exceeding induftrious, fhunning no labour or dan- 
ger for the fake of gain $ they appear ftudious 6f thofe 
things which tend to the good of the commonwealth, yet 
are extremely fickle and inconftant, given to fe&ion, and 
deiirous of novelty, as is manifeft by What I have before' 
related of them, which oceafioaed a certain king of 
France^ when one of his lords told him, “ That the Ge- 
noefe were about to throw^themfelves on his patronage , ” 
to anfwer, licit without fome indignation, “ That they' 
might go to the devil for pxotc&ion; for I (fays he) will 
have, nothing to 80 with men who are more unftedfaft; 
thaR the waves of the Tea. 19 < ■ 

This' in con ft a ncy never appeared more plainly than hi* 
the late confpiracy of Freggi and Torni, which had like 
to have proved of fetal confequence. As to Vachero and’ 
Balbi, they were like . the dog in JEfop’e fables, who 
lofbthe bone to catch at his ‘fhadow *in the water: So 
thefe Tea-myrmidons werenotconteiit with the ftrong party - 
• wbifih they had made in the city, but muft needs go to 
corrupt the navy too, which ruined all their jdefign, for 
the plot was difeovered by qpe of the feacaptaina. 
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commonwealth has been affli&ed with many war9 and 
plagues, but none of either fort ever threatened it with fo 
much defolation as the laft, the one liaving almoft ex- 
ha u fled their treafury, and the pther a9 near emptied the 
city of its inhabitants. As for the firft misfortune^ the 
fcarcity of money, they knew quickly how tb remedy it, 
being perfect chemifts, aiul matters of tfae philofopher’s 
ftone, if there be any fuch thing in nature ; but whether 
there be or not, this is certain, that Jthe Genotfe are old 
do&ors at garbling, tranfmuting, and adulterating of me- 
tals j and the Ottoman empire has experienced it, to the 
great damage of our merchants at Conftantinople, Smyr- 
na, Aleppo, and other ports, where the Genoefe did put 
off their bafe coin, to the value of foine millions ; but 
this cheat may coft them dear one time or other. 

The Genoefe appear at prefent more inclinable to mer- 
chandise than to war ; however, it mutt be confeffed that 
this commonwealth has brought forth valiant and expert 
foldiers, as is evident from the families of the Dorias, Spi- 
nolas, and others, who have proved famous generals, and 
leaders of armies in feveral parts of Europe, 

Of fuch as thefe has Genoa more caufe to boatt, than 
of any ftrong forts, cables, or fenced cities within her do- 
minions in Italy \ nay, the chief city,' Genoa itfelf, trufts 
move in the King of Spain’s prote&ion than in her 4 wn 
ilrength. That monarch is indebted to the Genoefe mer- 
chants eighteen millions of gold, hefide the. intcreft of 
*#*#**♦ yeass \ for this hill was given in to him in 
the year i$op of the Chriltums hegira. By this thou 
may eft guefs- at the riches of this commonwealth* . » 

• As to the manner of their government, it differs not 
'touch from that of Venice, the Cupreine power being; in 
the bands of the fenate, who eleft a duke every two years 
*1; lot, out of four men who are propofed as worthy of 
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that Mgh office* No man can propofe any thing to the 
fenate but the duke himfelf, who lives in a public pa* 
lacc during the two years of his government, and has a 
guard of five hundred Germans about bis houfe and per- 
fon* 

It would* be fuperfluous to trouble thee with an account 
of the judicial courts, the-manner of electing the fenator*, 
and other public magiftrates, with tlie reft of their pecu- 
liaV politics ; beficies, I believe thou art aJmoft cloyed 
with the length of this letter ; wherefore, begging thee 
to put Ui£ beft conftrudlion ori my endeavours, I bid thee 
adieu. . 

Paris, 17th of the 8:h faoon, of the Year 1681. 


X » — To Dgnet Oglou. 

I formerly fent a letter to the fage Ofman Adrooneth, 
attrologer in Ordinary to the Grand Signior, wherein I 
info lined him of a* comet, or blazing <lar, which then 
newly appeared in the herftrens ; I took an occafion in 
that difpatch to* venture my thoughts ebneerning the na* 
_j:nrc of thefe amazing phenomena, which fo aftonifh the 
minds o& mortals? attd puZzle the ahleft philofophers to 
difeover their origin : From this difeourfe, I puffed fn- 
ftnfibly into a more general one, concerning the ftars 5 I 
faid what I thought was proper to one of his profeflion, 
being unwilling to offend, by too. much boldnefs, a man 
efteemed the moft learned and accomplifhed m that feience 
of this age ; for though I give little credit to judicial a- 
itaology, as it is pra&ifed now-a-days, yet it would have 
# been an incivility to exprefs fo much to one that lives by 
it, and who*' for his eminent {kill therein, .is honoured 
with the' Grand Siguier's fri|ndflitp, and a noble pcnftrti^ 
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but with thee I wffl take the mote freedom, in refpeA of 
that intimate familiarity that haa been always between 
us. • - 

That the heavenly bodies have an influx on this lower 
world, is an article the general fenfe of all mankind gives 
teftimony to, whilft every morning we rejoice* to fee 'that 
glorious orb of light, the fun, imprint the eaftern (kies 
and clouds with his refrefting rays ; be gilds the frontiers 
of the horizon, and decks the tops .of mountains with 
cheerful brightnefa ; the earth* the air, and’fcas, partici- 
pate of the virtue of his bedms | it is he gxisiQS Hie to 
plants and animals; he repovatei the dements* andevery 
fublunary being. " 

So when he takes his conge every evening of our, he* 
mifphere, he frill affords us light, though but at froond 
hand ; whilft he in perfoa makes his progrefa tothe weft* 
cm continent, to cheer and recreate by his pretence the 
remote and foJitary borders of America ; fairCy ntbu is 
his proxy here, attended on by ethter planet*, wmtiagin 
their turns, and % whole hemifphere of fixed ftirfc 

Thefe Ihine by night, for other ends* M doubt, ihat 
merely to light the fhgpherds as they watch tfair bnrm- 
lcfs frocks, or fcrve x$ flambeaux to fchc wandering m- 
veller ; yet thiaia comfortable in our c d*«^iary dftrjt- 
nefs. The mariner rejoices, when in the mighty waft* 
of unknown feas, he makes at lottery of his fortune, ; and. 
trufri his foul and body to # rotten Ikiff, where fkycry 
and freedom, UfcWi death,' arc equal chances 4 wheat* 
itruggles with impetuous winds, and boifreious waves, 
threatened on all hands by the bedlam Juryjrf the lea ; 
1 lay, he is glad at fuch a time toJhave the tight his 
friend, though it be ,hut >thc fruo^glimmering of jtfye tows* 
tl^t he may fee the perils *h$t encompafs him, and uft 
pr^pereft means taayojd them. How js his heart 
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revived* % in the dreadfalftorm, he fp’es but one poor 
chink or dcranny in the clofe gloomy clouds through 
which the azure fky can fhow ilfelf ! And then fomc 
profperous eoo&ellation, «to appear- amidft that checker- 
work of this-low orb; and thofe above, makes him take 
courage, and defy the powers of ALolus and Neptune j 
he challenges the rocks and lands to hurt him, and mocks 
the" fatal apparitions «of Caitor and Poll ax. 

Yet thefe/and many more inferior ufes, were not all 
for which the ftars were made ; they have betides, un- 
doubtedly* feme dominion, influence, and power on earth, 
and all. the beings dwelling on it ; wherever they caft 
their rays, there is fome material emanation felt, and ef- 
flux full of hidden magic \ they dart on men and other 
ataisials, on plants and other minerals, on every thing 
that is compounded of the elements and does refrde with- 
„ in the fpherc of their a&ivity ; Cadi darts, I fay, its oyv-n 
peculiar .force and virtue. It is probable that every na- 
tion, tribe, and family, each climate/ province, fpot, and 
corner, of the earth,' have their particular ftars* fo have 
the different fpecics of all ftblon ary things, and every in- 
dividual being; bat how to determine their influence par- 
ticularly, by divination, by calculating nativities; eroding 
horoscopes, and ither fchemes ofaflrology, to foretrf 
things to come, to avoid prognofticated evils, and engrofs 
all happy events, to predid other trims fates,* whilft we are 
ignorant of our own, let. is a thing which appears to me 
beyond the power of human reafcn, and a fciefcce built 
011 fantL - * v Vl 

‘For whokas mimbered the flats, or vilhed the places 
of their different fituatfon ? who has uhderftbod their va* 
riour qualities, engagements, afterifin*, an& obligation^ ? 
their ties to one another; and tkeir obedience to thelalrif 
of the univerfe ? O that "mitf&l man ffiofild prefsimf^ 
Vol. VIII. k — — * 
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dive thus far, eVcn into the heavenly arcana, the cabinet-Fc- 
crets of God Almighty! Will he be wifer than Ptokmy, 
Caflander, Eudoxus, Archelaus, Hoychiiax, Halicarnaf- 
fseus, and many others, mod expert mathematicians, and 
men of profound judgment, who have confefled,' that af- 
ter all their fearch in this Jcience, they find It' impcrffible 
to make any certain conclufion from the configurations 
above, in regard of the innumerable multiplicity of caufes 
co-opcrating with them, to which we are wholly itrangcrs; 
befides thofe things which oppofe or favour the influ- 
ence of the (tars among oUrfclvcs, and with wlych we are 
very familiar, as the force of blood, cuftoms, traditions, 
manners, education, prejudice, prepofleffion, place and 
time, empire and '•fuhjr&ion, diet and difcipline, finally, 
the freedom of mind, or its fervittide ; alt which, they fay, 
the liars cannot compel, but only difpdfe and incline. 
Moreover, they who have preferibed the rules of judi- 
cial aftrology, differ fo extremely in one and the fame fub- 
je&, that there is no encouragement for a thinking man 
to hope ever to make a true judgment by their rules, un- 
lef9 he be divinely infpired wfchin, and have a certain na- 
tural iiiftinA, which f fuggefts to him the knowledge of 
future things, or he is poffefled by foinc prefaging demon, 
who fe whifpers direct him what judgrneift to chocrfe among 
the many that may be made upon the fight of a fcheme, 
according to the variety of rules that have been given ; 
and this is the opinion of the learned Hali my Country- 
man, who has had many followers: So that after all, this 
boafled fcience will rather deferve the name of fortilegy 
than 1 aftrology, whilft dl its dilates depend on pure 
conjc&urc, or the extempore affedfcions of the mind 5 or, 
which is worft of .all, on the afflatus of bufy, mterefted 
fpirits, genii, or demons of the air, who have fame defign 
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of their own to purftfo^nd make men their tools to, ex- 
ecute it# ■ ■ 

Undoubtedly they both deceive others and are deceived 
themfclves, who pradlife this vain art for the fake of filthy 
lucre ; for if there was any thing of truth in it, how came 
they to fail fo often and fo egregioufly in their pftdi&ions? 
or why do they always couch tluir prognoftications in 
fuch ambiguous terms, that, like the Delphic oracle, may 
be 'taken in which fcnfe you pleafe, and applied to any 
nation, prince, time, or perfon, as the aftrologcr (hall 
pleafe to comment, after fomethirig of what he has faid at 
random may have happened ? For from that infinite va- 
riety of ftars and afpefts, it is very cafy for a bold fophiffc. 
er in his art to cull out fuch for his turn as (hall be pro- 
per to convince ignorant -people that he was in die right, 
when he promjfcd them long life, health, honours, riches, 
children, friends, power, victory, the enjoyment of thei^r 
loves, and fuch like, or threatened the quite contrary, 
even juft as they fall out ; but if at any time they were 
catchcd in an apparent fojfehood, then they either compli- 
ment a man into a good OfAnion of them, by telling him, 
** a wife man has dominion over th^ ftars,” or they infult 
over him by a thoufand contempts of his fuppofed folly, 
which thay fay refilled the, influence of the ftars, and hin- 
dered their good effect. Yet thefe fort of people are in 
chiefell requeft among the princes and potentates of the 
earth, efpecially in the Eaft, where there is nothing to be 
done either in peace or war, without firlt confulting the 
aftvologcr, though veally there is not a more unprofitable, 
not to fay 3 more peftjlcnt race of men in a common- 
wealth. . . ' - 

4 Cornelius Tacitus, a grave author, complained of them 
in old time ; fo did Varro, with other fincere writers ; 
and it was a cuftom in Alexandria formerly, for aftr(fit£ 
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gcrs to pay a certain tribute, which tliey called fools- 
pence, becaufe it was taken from the gain which the aftro- 
v logers made by their own ingenious folly, and the credu- 
lous dotage of their admirers. • 

My Dgnet, if our lives and fortunes depend upon the 
liars, what reafon have wc to be afraid of any thing ?* 
Why are we folicilons, and full of nccdlefs cares ? Let us 
leave all things to God ; and the heavens, which cannot 
-err nor tranfgrefs the denecs of fate,* will be out guaran- 
tees till death : But if our lives and fortunes are altoge- 
ther independent of the celeflial bodies, let u^ bid good 
night to aftrology, as the vainell ape or micnic of a fcience 
that ever buffooned the world. 

It was faid of old by the fages of Chaldea, u That 
God had committed the difpofal of days to MofeS, and 
of hours to Jcfus the fou of Mary, but that lie had 
referved the moments to himfclf, and his lull favourite.” 
Let us therefore every minute of our lives wait ou him, 
the Father of all things, with an entire resignation^ 

But there is a fort of puny-fpirited iricn, fo' timorous 
and void of true faith, that t&ey will rather believe any 
thing, though the m(| incongruous fi&ions of hobgob- 
Ijns, ghofts, &c. than the didates of folid reafon ; they 
tremble at the report of things which Wave no '■-exiftence 
in nature ; and whofc very idea ja full of impofiibilitics 
aild contradictions 5 yet they will Hand the brunt of 
truth with brazen foreheads, and refill the dint of rational 
-arguments, like fo many Colofluffos : Hence it comes to 
pafs, that whereas one lie is apt to take away the reputa- 
tion of any hoflelfman, fo that he fhall not be believed 
when he fpealts true, on the contrary, here in our cafe, if 
an aftrologer in his random predictions, by mere chance, 
hits upon a remarkable truth, it procures him credit for 
%Tuhe lies that ever he has, c or can be, guilty of; impertu 
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ncnt and prepofterous fort of fellows, who, whilft they 
pretend to know, and foretel future things, are ignorant 
of that which is pad or prefent ; and when they are im* 
pudcntly aflerting their familiarity witli the houfes of the 
twelve fign§ in the zodiac, know not what is done in 
their own homes and beds, as this epigiam fays : 

-V • 

Aftra tihS rfthereo pandunt fefe omnia vati ; 

Omnibus ct qua £nt fata futura motient. »» 

Omnibus c(l uxor, quod fe tun publicat, id tc 
Aftra, licet vidcant omnia, nulla monent. 

But that which appears moll flrange is, that thg^»a- 
feribe the very gift of prophecy to the liars, alfo of the 
origin of religions, the fecrets of confidence, the power oT 
working miracles and calling out devils, the efficacy of 
prayer, and even our immortal happinefs or mifery after 
this life. Thus they afTert, that when Gemini is the 
afeendant, and in conjunction with Saturn and Mercury 
under Aquarius, in the ninth houfc, a prophet is born at 
that time ; and therefore Jefus the Mcffias was endowed 
with fo many matchlefs gifts and abilities, becaufe he had 
Saturn in his- configuration with Gemini. 

Thus they diftribute the various feds of religion that 
are on earth into their diflind clafles, according to the 
different afterifms above, Jupiter being fuppofed the ge- 
neral patron of all religion. Upon this ground, they a- 
feribe the religion of the Jews to Jupiter and Saturn, of 
the Chaldeans to Jupiter and Mars, of the Egyptians to 
Jupiter and the Sun, of the Arabians to Jupiter and Ve- 
nus, of the Chnftians to Jupiter and Mercury, and that 
religion or irreligion of antichrifl, which is to come, they 
aferihe to Jupiter and the Moon : They fay alfo, that 
Mofes preferibed the obfervation of thfr Sabbath fjTP^x. 
allrological grounds, it bein£ dedicated to Saturn: Thej^/ 
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afcribe the deluge to the influence of fhe' liars, and the 
law g\cn on Mount Sinai is in their divinity owing to 
the lame oiigiria-; they attribute the conception of Jeftis 
the fou of M«irv to Venus, and his fuppoftd death to 
Mars; they affirm that the Meffiat himfelf was the great* 
ell aflrologvr of hi v time $ that he made a particulai 
choice of hours,«whcrtin to, work, hii miracle and^to 
pals through the Ihcets of j< rnfalem without ^ccriving 
damage from the Jews, whioli made*hmi cnee fay to his 
djfciples, u Are there not twelve hours in a duy ?” when 
*';.ijy warned him not to go into the city on f&ch a day, 
far fear of the people. 

They add, that whofoever has Mars happily placed in 
the ninth houfc at his nativity, (hall have power to expel 
druiOKS from the poffefled ; and v/holoevcr has the Moor 
with Jupiter in couhiuftion with the Dragon's I had in 
the zt.iith, and Ihall pray to God, whatAxvn he Jellies 
fhall be granted ; and that immortil fjiciiv dep-nm o:< 
Jupiter and Saturn, i; they U. happily poii:ed in L< o, 
for whofoever has *Ms cou Agnation, his f >ul after deal I ■ 
being freed from infinite ftraits and peills, lhall afeend to 
its original and native*fcat, the rcgi« a •/: eudlds liberty 
and blifs. 

All this may be true, for ought 1 know, but till 1 have 
a demonftration for it, I lhall d die to fufpend my belief ; 
in the mean while, lliisis my faith, That all things depend 
on evedufting deity ny ; whether tl.^ liars be mlbumenls 
jn executing the eternal decrees or u >, it matters not 
much ; allfublunary beings mud ohc the law that can- 
not, be revoked. 

Then fuffer.hot thyfejf, dear fiiend, to be difmayed, or 
orer-auxious at any thing that happens in this mortal life, 
.^u ^p raftife that ode of Horace, 
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.flSquam memento rebus in arduis 
^ S Tvare mentem : non fecus in boriis, 

Ab infdenfi temperatam 
jLtetitia, moriture, dec. 

Finally, m.y Dgnet, be moved at nothing. Adieu. 
Paris, 5 th of thr nth Moon, of the Year x68x. 

% 


XI. — To Ibro KAtPHASER Effendi, a Man of Letters 

at Conjluntinnple, 

I congratulate the honour thou haft, in being made 
fuperviTor of that noble work, an utiiverfal hiftory oMre 
world ; I wifti thee and the other undertakers a whole 
Hegira of happinefs, whole date may commence with the 
fin ifl^ing this illuftrious volume. 

The mufti ha* ordered me to addrefs to thee fuch far- 
th* inifcr unions as are neceffary to render the hiftory* 
*:i ’^pL’te, that nothing either of fubftance or ornament 
m:\ le venting. 

I formerly fent that patriarch of the faithful a fcheme 
or model of the whole work, which I drew up in the beft 
manner I could, fur the time thm was allowed me ; now 
I fend thee one inure ample and correct ; it is inclofed 
in the box which comes with this, wherein thou wilt alfb 
find a large catalog . ic of hiftorians, containing almoft all 
that have written the affairs of kingdoms and empires 
finoe the beginn: lg of the world, with their [articular 
characters, that tu..u mayeft diftinguifh fuch as arc worthy 
of credit from the authors of figments : Neither art thou 
to wonder that I have in*thefe papers given thee cautions 
how to ufc even fume of thofe whom we efteem of great- 
eft integrity and reputation ; fot* though they fcomed to 
broach fables, cr iranfmit romances to pofterity, yc^*h^jr., 
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were .flefh and blood as wtll asotherjmen* and many; rimes 
their inter, eft. or paflions biaffed their judgment, and drew 
their pens* into cabal with a party; Thus Herodotus him- 
felf, though other wife a. man of approved veracity, yet 
when he relates the wars of the Athenians,; appears too # 
partial to his darling countrymen, and lets thofe paftages 
cfcape his pen in their favour, which are contradidted by 
Plutarch, and other more difintcrefted writers, and for 
wliich he is particularly reproached* by Plutarch, in a 
treatife of hi$,4utitled, Of the Malice of Herodotus. 

Therefore, in cafes of this nature thou art not to con- 
fide wholly in any one author, whom thoti haft reafon to 
» fulpect guilty of fiftion m hiftory, or fupinely pafs thy 
fentiments.into thofe- of another, without examining whe- 
ther his relations be true or falfc ; but having fo great a 
throng of teftimonies, referve the laft appeal to thyfclf* 
and let thy own judgment be the tribunal where every 
one*s fentence is finally determined. 

Thus much may ferve for a dire&ion as to the matter 
of the hiftory ; what concerns the fcveral perigdaof time 
wherein things were done, autlfors cannot with fuch rea- 
fon be fuppofed defigqpdly. faulty, as miftaken in their 
chronology, and thofe chiefly, who wrote in later times, 
and feem only to have colledlpd and tranfcribeS out of 
others whjat was for their turn: Apd thou wilt have rea- 
fon to be particularly civcumfpedt jp what thou takeft on 
the credit of Diodorus Siculus,' Pliny, Paterculus, and 
fome others, who. feem to have been too precipitate in 
fixing the terms and periods of time* requifite to the fl- 
luftrating their hiilories, without making a due compari- 
fqn of the feveral epochas in . ufc among the precedent 
hiftorians, from whom they borrow their light. 

Jt\ order, therefore, to the rendering thi3 univerfal hi- 
•0(rjr^he moft coj remand frt€ from error of any yet ex* 
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tartt, to th^ efeiWar honour ’of the mdTTnlmans, and advan- 
tage of all mankind; it Will he neceflHi y for thee to have 
a right notion of all the different heglras, or computation 
of Clears, ufed by* diver? nations, from the firll invention 
of rccor^to'this da^ : 't'hbfe I have named in Ihort, at 
' the tops of cflMtnifs to which they belong, in the fcheme 
.1 have fent in the box; now I will explain their meaning 
Jo thee, and (hoW Which arc of moll import in this work, 
and which not. * 

To begin then with that era which is coiSmonly taken 
for a feries of the years of the world, Or a computation 
from the fuppofecl origin of time, thou oughteftjtgjpb- 
ferve, that this is moil difputablc and uncertain of all 
ether epochas, in regard it is impofftble to adjull the dif- 
ferent accounts of the Jews, Grecians, Romans, Egyp- 
tians, Arabians, Perfians, and other nations, not to men- 
tion the almoft eternal chronologies of the Chinefes and- 
Indiana, which extend many millions of years beyond *t he 
fuppofed time of the world's creation. 

Wilhing thee therefore, in this poirvt, to adhere to thofe 
epochas which aflfemoft commonly received in the Eail, 
we will pafsto Noah's flood, wkerein thou mull expert 
no other light fave what is derived from Mofes and the 
Hebrew dolors, which has occaiione.d maify to cohfoiihd 
this deluge with thpfe of Deucalion and Ogyges, men- 
tioned by Ovid and o$her gentile writers: And indeed it 
may well ftart a fcruple in a mind not over- credulous, 
how it came to pals that this universal deluge of Noah 
(fuppofiflg it to be fuch) was recorded by no other na- 
tion on earth fave only by' the Jews,' as if it had not £. 
quail y concerned all mankind to tranfinit to poftcrity thfe. 
exadt time of fo general a depopulation of our race made 
by water ; but fo far are we front finding any fuch me- 
moirs, that there are no fo#tfteps to be traced of tlft'biit 
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matter of fad, or any mention made gf a flood, favc thofe 
of Ogyges and Deucalion. Whence proceeded this npgledt 
ia the wtiterB of AGa ? What in te reft, prepofleflion, or 
prejudice, could biafs the Phoenichu^antiquaries, the Per- 
fian magi, the Clialdean fages, the Indian gymjofophifts, 
or the bonzie of China, from regifteiiag fuch an iuunda- 
tion, as, if the ftory be true, fvvept away all Jthe race of 
Adam from the face of 'the earth, except eight perfons ? 
Or (hall we fuppofe that thofc tight 'perfons combined 
together to conceal fo great a cataftrophe of. human na- 
ture from theii poflerity, making their children believe 
that they were the firft mortals that ever lived on earth ? 
ifTopiow came the pofterity of Sem to be favoured with 
the fiid difeovery of the truth, and thofc of Japhct and 
Cham to icmain ignorant of their fathers deliverance 
from an all-deft i eying deluge ? 

It ha* been ufual with, the learned bfazareues of late to 
cry down the writings of MaaUhon the Egyptian, Bcio- 
fus the Chaldean, Philo the Jew, wi$ Metafthenqs, Ab- 
uiamw, and other authors of antiquity, b^qaufe they have 
delivered relation* which thwart c the error of thefc modern 
writers : Qn the fame {ppre they contemn the Perfian an- 
tiquaries and poets, with .all the jrecoids of the Eaft, as fa- 
bulous and not worthy of credit, becauft; they Ifavc hecu 
more careful than other natipqs, efpecially than thofc in 
the Weft* ta conferve the Jpfyiy of the firft ages of the 
world entire, and free, from corruption. But with what 
face will any rational man fatten, this .calumny on priftjne 
Egypt, thi>t {he tiu* mother of fables and ignorance, 
which all the world h#ows to have been the foie nurfe 
and femiSiry of«fciencc and truth l Could not (he. inform 
bertelf aright in tbe,biftory of (lie world, who firft taught 
the ufe cf letters tq other rations ? Where was there any 
wpttaent of antiquity tfot <wm|i not ojut of Egypt i or 
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what learning that was not firft derived from the city of 
the fun ? Mofes himfelf, that renowned lawgiver of the 
Ifraelitesj had his education at the feet of the Egyptian 
philofophers, and the * whole fyftem of his laws is but a 
partial epitome of their ftatutes, which, by adding, dimi- 
riifhing, and altering/ be fitted to the peculiar tradition 
•and cuftoms of the offspring of Jacob ; and why may we 
v iiot fuppofe he did* the fame in the hiftorical part of his 
books,' particularly fo far as tended to beget faith and 
reverence in his reader, to the Can&ity of that which he 
celebrates' under the title of the holy line, in which Noah 
was the Jahui with two faces,' one looking backward op 
the old world, the other forward, regarding the future 
ages of the new ? 

I fpeak with fretedom, and after the manner of the fefep- 
tics, believing that the boldeft difquifitions, even in things 
which are of divine affurance, are the beft means to ,efta- 
blith the truth j Let it not pafs, therefore, for an argu- 
ment dfitffidelffy or atheifm (which fome are pleafed to 
lay to my charge), in that I drive to recover the loft an- 
tiquities of the World out of the tains of time and igno- 
rance, and that to this end 1 even call in queftion thofe 
records, 5 which, being fathered on Mofes, pafs for divine 
oracles, which contain pnflages repugnant to human rea- 
fon, and appear infinitely more fabulous than thofe, which, 
ibr their fake, are oondemncd'as fuch by the fupcrftitious 
Naiarencs. # 

In all this I have hot cbntradi&ed'the Alcoran, which 
confirm^ the fcripturefc of the Old Tcftament, but declares 
n tht fame time,dhat the devil has inferted many errors 
into them ; it is only again ft thefe errors I dlfptrte, ado'r- 
mg the truth wherever l find it, though it' wrre written 
in parchment made of the ikin of an infidel, which <t|tou 
knoweft is as great art abdmJnktion as the fich oran hog.. 
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But to return to -Noah’s flood* or that afOgfces, or 
Deucalion’s,, which thou wilt, (for as the fir 11 is an epo- 
chaof the Jews, fo the two latter arc remarkable eras to 
thegentiles) thou wilt do well* in ufing all three, and 
leave the ferutiny to others, for it will involve thee in a 
labyrinth of knotty difpute»i 

The next epoch a among the gentiles is taken from the 
burning of Ida, whereby men occafiondly found out the 
way to melt iron, and -form it to their fleceffary ufea; and 
the next to that is the t reflation of Ganymede; then the 
building of Troy ; after that, the expedition of Jafon to 
gerthc golden fleece-* and forty-five years*after that be- 
gins the great cpocha of the Grecians, the firft olympiad 
ififtituted by Hercules ; next fucceed the olympiads of 
Iphitus. 1 ihoul4 have mentioned the Jewifii epocha, 
which begins with their departure out of Egypt ; but jii 
regard this is only ufed by the writers of that nation, thou 
wilt not find it of any great import. The years of Na- 
bonfcffar are of general observation; fo is the epocha from 
the building of Rome : The era of Alexander the Great 
is ufed by my countrymen the Arabian writers ; 4he ca- 
pitolitie games is an era /nentioned by force Roman au- 
thors, but not of general remark. 

Thefe are all that are of any note in ancient *Jiiftory j 
for as to the Auguftine years, ortho fe reckoned from the 
battle of A&ium, they continued not long, and are but 
fparingly mentioned m hiftory r. But I had sdmoil forgot 
the Calippic periods, which mult not bt omitted, and 
therefore I have placed them at the top. of a column in 
thcifchem^ tliey commence from the famous battle be- 
tween Alexander^and Darius at Arbela, wherein the Per- 
fians received a^Qtal defeats * * 

As to more modern hiftory, thou wilt have occafion 
to ufcHhe Chriftian era, the begira of the Arabians, and 



Book IW . A SPY AT PARIS. " 582 $ 

the Peri&an epochs; thou mud alfo obferve the difference 
in the Julian and Gregorian accounts, the epocha 6f 
Dioclefian, the Spanilh era ; and above all things, both 
in the epochas of the artcient and modem hiftory, thoil 
mud hav^a fpecial regard to the different times df year 
wherein each diitiuA era begins, foT they do not all 
commence in one and the fame moon, but vary their dites 
from the beginning of the year to the end i The want of 
due carether$for£ in this point would breed a great con- 
fufion in an univerfal hiftory, and would render its chro- 
nology intricate and obfeure; 

Follow the moft ancient authorities, and be, not jdifcga- 
raged.at the captious remarks of modern writers; for 
they grope in the dark, and having fet up to themfelves 
certain fuppofititious land-marks, whereby to mcafurc the 
age of the world, they quarrel with the ancient fagefc for 
faying it is of longer (landing; as if thofe who are but of 
yefterdny knew better the extent of time backwards than 
fuch as lived above two thoufand years ago : Thus they 
retrench the primitive fucccfiions of the AfTyrian monar- 
chy, becaufe they are dated before their Jewifti epocha 
of Noah’s flood; and in the fam? manner they deal with 
the Egyptians and Indians of the Eaft, becaufe thofe 
kingdoms werc # in being long before the time thefe up- 
darts have, fet for the beginning of the world.’ * 

. But be not thou partial to the truth, norfwearto the 
words of fuch as have narrow conceits of God and his 
works. Doubtlefs he is omnipotent and eternal, and it 
is no hcitfy to affirm, that the univerfe, both in extent' 
of time and place, is adequate to thofe incomprehenfible " 
ch&ra&CTs of its architect. 

Paris, 14th of the «th Moon, of the Year 
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XII.— To the Wfejt of the Wife, the Key of tie Trecfures 
of Knowledge* the Venerable 

I have obeyed the orders of ttfy far>&ity, in -writing -to 
Ibro Kalphafcr EfFendi the ftudent ; I have/difpatched 
to liim all the neceffary inftrn&iong he feems \a want, to- 
gether with a more ample and accurate fcheme of the 
work to Which thou haft appointed him. When the tranf- 
lators dial! have procured the books I haye named in a 
catalogue, theie will be nothing more wanting but the 
compiler’s care iu delivering a correct chronology , J Where- 
i njt w ill be neceffary to deviate fromthd Nazarchcand 
JewHh hiftoriana, who feem to have curtailed the age of 
the world, and reprefented it infinitely younger than it is 
in the records of the moft ancient and unfufpe&ed writers. 

The ground of this error, no doubt, was partly the 
ambition of the Jewifh nation to poffefs a fame of great- 
eft antiquity,, and to be accounted older than other coun- 
tries, and partly the lofs of fuch monuments and records 
as were extant in other nations before Noahta flood* 

Of all people on the earth, fbe Jtfws feem to have been 
moft guilty of impofing on the world an opinion of their 
antiquity, and aggramlifiug their line above ail the race 
of Adam ; and from them the error is tranTmitfed 16 the 
Chriftians, who, giving a kind of implicit J ahd blind faith 
to the Hebrew hiftorians, have cfcnfiued thfc tfge of the 
world within the compafs of fix thou fan d years, whereas, 
tf other chronologies be triie* ifcmay, for ought We know, 
be above fix hundred thoufand years okL • 

.The Egyptian chronicles give us an account of no lets 
than feventeen fucceffive dynafties or governments in that 
nation, before the Jewifh and Chriftian epochas of tlie 
origin of time ; the Affyrians boaft of a race of kings 
long ^before Noah’« flood} avhofe fuccefficn continued 
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down toTthe feign hf Sardanupalus, without the lead, in- 
terruption or vacancy made by any fuch deluge ; but the 
Chinefe and Indians exceed all the reft of the world in 
the prodigious, an tiquity*?f their records; andr among thf 
latter, the^Jbramins afiert the age of the world to be lit- 
tle lefa th aff ’in finite or^etevnal : The Jaws and hiftorics of 
this nation (I fpeak of the gcntjle Indians) are. written in 
a language which is now antiquated, and has no affinity 
with any other .(pencil in the world j and the books that 
are extant in. , this language afl'ert that it was Hie fir ft and 
primitive fpcech of mankind ; none underhand it at this 
day, but the pri?ft$ and fuch as they vouehfafe to teach 
it to m their fchools and colleges; yet this is the language 
wherei^are written the hiftories of their firft kings, the 
original of their govetnment, and the fables of the world's 
imm^nfe antiquity* 

Certainly, it would be, a deed worthy of thy munificence 
to cproqurs a UanUatioo- of fome of tliefe records, tliat 1 in 
tve may. no longer be in the dark as to the hiftory of that 
renowned nation* 

And I could heartily &ifh our chronology in this work 
.might receive .£>me light from fujh unqucilionable monu- 
ments. , 

The'^hriftkfljs declaim agaiuft ever} thing that docs 
not fuit with their tenets; they fet up the.it pu'vaie er- 
rors as the ftandard ofc truth, and reject whatfoevet eon- 
tradidts thefe, as fab'ulous and heretical. In thii, :hey adt 
like the giant, who, when his guelta woe too Ihorr for 
his bcd;*caufed them, to be itretchvd out with cn^.ies ; 
and when they were too long, die. cut oft rtieir lector 
heads, to make them fit lor their lot'*: So do the. 

Nasarenes deal with ancient writers, vs.* vfptc'-iiiy with 
fuch as extend the age of the wor’.u o ,d.ti.eir narrow 
epochs, rcfolving not to a^mit ef, :;*iy chruiiologpr which 
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exceeds the limits of their own *■ they retreneh^wKoleages, 
and reduce t% indefinite meafurc of paft time to a fpan ; 
they efteem the Indians as fools, eafily impofedon by then- 
crafty priefts, and ,aU the recced* of the Ea/t pafs with 
them for fables, or the dreams of poets* TJhere is no 
reafon. that the enlightened mufTulmsfns fhtfuld be their 
apes, and mock at oriental hiftory, fince we are taught 
from our cradles, •* That all wifdom comes out of the 
Eaft.” 

But they will objed, perhaps, how is it poflible that any 
records fhoukl be preferred of the times before the flood, 
<2jtcept fuch as were faved in Noah’s ark, fihee that univer- 
fal inundation fwept away all the reft of mankind, and 
mull needs utterly efface their writings and monuments? To 
this I anfwer, that they cannot prove this inundation to 
be univerfal, not even out of their own feriptures, which 
I have narrowly examined in this point, and find the de- 
luge limited to that part of the earth which was inhabited 
at that time j yjhich verbal limitation fuppofes that the 
whole globe was neither inhabited nor drowned, or elfe 
they muft allow a tautology in c fcripture., 

Bcfidcs, it is evident from what the Bible fays concern- 
Noah’s preaching an hundred and twenty years before 
the flood, that this was hut, a particular deluge, %nfli 61 ed 
as a punifhment on that obdurate and impenitent nation 
where he lived, and who derided the warnings of the pro* 
phet ; for it cannot be fuppofed that Noah wandered up 
and down over the face of the whole earth, to preach every 
where, and warn all mankind of the approaching 'calamity ; 
and it would feem partial in God to fend him to preach to 
one people only,* and let the reft of the world die in ig? 
norance. Either, therefore, there were no more people 
in the. world than thofe of his own nation, or at leaft there 
were'fto more tabe drowned? he was employed in build* 



y A m At t Am. * 


I'Bttik IV. 




ing the‘ark daring the' time 'that 'he preached* and the al- 
coran makes mentioa*ofthe water that boiled if* Noah's- 
‘pot, whi^h are convincing arguments that he went not 
out of his own ct>untry,*Unlefa We will fuppofe he carried 
the ark ahtl hie pot along with him, one of which is ita- 
poflible, the other ridiculbuS, and both of them full ofab* 
furdities. N 

. Add to this, that it was impoffible for Noah x and diit 
three fons to build an ark fo big as to^contain all the fpc* 
cies of clean beads and birds by fourteens, and the un- 
clear by fours* 'and to have room enough to lay up pro- 
vifion diffident to nourifh his family, with fuch a^infii^te 
number of living creatures, feme of which would tmdtr- 
ply upon him every moon, Others in a little more time, 
and all of them within the year that they were confined 
to the afk, for fo long did the flood left. ’ 

It is evident' then that it was but a particular deluge, 
ahd that the ark was made only large enough to contain 
the fyteies of lieafts and birds peculiar to that country ; 
for if it were otherwise, another difficulty will ftart, how 
all the innumerable kinds of beads could tranfport them- 
fclves from the aflands and remot® regions to thc'ark, and 
from thence back again to the places from whence they 
came, after the # flood was abated and dried up ? 

A great deal morevmfght be faid ; bat this is fufficiettt 
to render it very probable, if not to demonftrate, that 
this was no more than a particular deluge, by which God 

« l& refolved^to exterminate -the infidels out of that land, 
fen as Hfe has infli&ed judgments as terrible on other na- 
tions, deftroying them by lightning, or vehement winds* 
or by armies of wild beads, as the alcoraA often intimates: 
Cft her hiftorifes fpeak of whole cities in Afric, with ail 
their inhabitants, turnei into (lone in one night’s time* 
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as apunifhment of their wallowing in that vice, whofe 
very imagination creates a horror in chafte fouls* 

• Suppofmg therefore that only Armenia, or^,. the adja-* 
cent countrftv were overwhelmed in this deluge, it will 
be eafy to fuggeft that the other nations, fuck fa Egypt, 
China, and the indies, might retain their chronologies 
uncorrupt from their original fource of time. 

It is of great importance to true hiftory that this point 
fhould be thoroughly examined, and the extent of the 
flood adjufted ; for if it could be apparently made ; out 
that Noah’s flood was but fuch another as tbpfe of 6gy- 
g$p an£ Deucalion, all the mills which darken antiquity 
would vahifh, the whole firmament of chronology would 
become clear and fereue, and we fhould walk in the light 
of the primitive ages, without being dazzled or forced to 
wink. ’ • h* 

Methinks I behold this light gHmtnering from afar like 
Aurora, the cheerful harbinger of appctoaching day ; me- 
thinks I fee the fplendour of hiftorieal truth fifing from 
the Orient, and gilding the tops of thofe mountains, which 
the ignorance and fuperftition ot feme, the pride and am- 
bition of others, have rwfed to hinder our profpeft of the 
far-extended ages of the primitive world % and without 
rapture or hyperbole, I dare be bold to prefage^ that a 
little more knowledge in the Indian, 'language and hifto- 
ries will bring thofe things to light which have been bid 
for many thoufanejs of years from* the greateft part -of 
mankind. 

Go on then, thou faored patron of hiftory, «go on tQ 
encourage this unparalleled work; fend meflengers to the 
Indies, men of .learning and prudence; let them court the 
braining with the promifes of jneftiflnable rewards ; ret 
them try to win thofe renowned philofophers r to come with 
their hooks to the fun&uary sf the world, that fo this u* 
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jitverfal faiftory may tranfccnd all that have been written 
before it, and that the proud contemner® of the mufluh 
mans m&^havc this proverb common, among themfclves, 
when tluy would affert # any thing ferioufly, ho fay. It is 
as true as'an oracle, or as the chronology of thofewbo 
believe the alcoran. Great light of the faithful, adieu. / 
■ Paris, 14th of the iath Moon, of the Year idfrr. 

* *= rr-, 1 !: — 

XIII. — To Cara Hali, Phyfician in ordinary to the 
. Grand Sfanior. 

I ' * v • » . "■ r* » 1 , 

« * • 

am now arrived to a great age* and have rubbed through 
many fatigues in my lifetime $. I have flood the brunt of 
a thoufand perils, and undergone much hard (hip 5 pains 
and affliftions have invaded me in body and foul ; labour, 
perfection, and grief, have been the portion of my paft 
years ; now I would fain live at eafe if it were pofflble. 

■ ■ Therefore I. have recourfe to thee, my old friend, who 
haft often afforded me thv.counfel in time of need ; I do 
not addrefc&r fafhioivfaRc, or td difeover the vaft efleem 
I have for a phyfician, whole fkiliil preferipbions have fo ‘ 
often faved my life r No, no* I am really in want of thy 
aivh antfiyp man but thyfelf can cure, me. 

* It is not eafy for me to define my diftemper, fince it is 
heterogeneous, and complicated of many different mala* 
dies’; however, it is fit that thou (houldeft be informed 
of the particular fymptoins, and the caufes, as far as I can 
gbefs at them, and Lean do no lefe<than make thee* in 
paft my cotifeffor* * • ■ * 

Methinks 1 feel the reverfion of xny#youthful vanities 4 
inherit the entail of my paft pl^afures, which' is certainly 
nothing but pain and torment ; tbo& agonies which*. I 
laughed at in other men an now fallen to my owavfhare; 
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the comedies of tny greener years are become the fenfiblc 
tragedies of my weather-beaten age. 

Whilft 1 fweat, frowni and make a thoufanjjl grimaces 
at the ang&ifh given nit by the 0 gout, ftone, flrangury, 
cholic, cramp, and other acute difeafes, which ^excruciate 
me by turns, I think the divine Nemefis has appointed 
fome devil for an inquifitor and tormentor of every bone, 
vein, artery, berve, mufcle, and gut in my body : Surely 
I am laid in the firft pickle of nature’s wrath ; I wifh it_ 
may be the laft, for I do not in the leaft covet her ill-will. 

Then I have my fucceffive intervals of dropfies, afth* 
n?;w, <Jyfenteries, fevers, confumptions, and God knows 
how many more fpecies of iicknefs ; yet fometimes I am 
us feemingly well in health as Morogli Zudiftan, the old 
aga, that lived juft by the obeli (k in the Hippodrome, who 
ran away from his father in his youth, and ferved feveri- 
tecn years in the wars of Perfia, lived till he was eighty- 
nine years old, yet never was let blood, took phyfic, or 
was Tick in all his life. 

I proteft it is hard for me tongue fs at my own confu- 
tation, or to find but the original of thofe different habits 
in my body*; yet I hntie a feeling feufe *of that myfelf, 
which I cafmot exprefs to another. 

Sometimes I think there is fome native and radical ve- 
nom in my body, derived from the influence of malignant 
ftars, that had the dominion at my birth, though how or 
why it fhould be I am altogether ignorant $ neither 
can any aftrologer, With all his fchemes and heavenly fi- 
gure*, Convince me which of the conftellat&ns ^r planets 
did me the fatal injury ; l give ho’ credit to their anti- 
quated talcs of trines, c6hjnn£iions, oppofitions, quartiles, 
and the reft 6f their ’Egfy|>tiah jargon * ; I believe there, 
may be fomething true and facred at the bottom of aftro- 
logyyiHit it is covered with aPhfcap of riibbifti, rules, and 
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obfervations ; and fhey that take moll pains, dig deepeft, 
and make the narroweft fearch into the ruins of that .no- 
Vie feience, fliall for one genuine pearl find a thoufand 
counterfeit, for one truth a thoiffand errors, It fores 
with aftrd\ogy as it does with religion* which is canton- 

* ifod* into innumerable ‘fe&s and fad ions, each politively 
afferting that they have the only incorrupt laws of God, 
Whereas, if you make a ftrid fcrutiiiy, you (hall find very 
little fincere piety,* but abundance of profanenefs, hypo- 
verify, and fuperftition. 

Well, Jet it be how it will, whether the ftars have any 
hand in the plot of human events or 410, whether Jsatuiji 
or Mars be malevolent or benign planets, it matters not 
much; no more does it to hear what they prate of all the 
various afpe&s and configurations of the other ftars: This 
I am fare of, that I endure a great many pains, which, 
let them be derived from above or below, are very tr<j>iw 
blefome. * 

It is poflible that all or moll dillempers which afRid 
human bodies, in fo many different kinds, may be but the 
effects of one original indffpofition, or artaxy, in our ani- 
mal fpirits, or f^me hereditary contagion in our blood, 
or feminal pells in our humours, which, Proteus-like, ap- 
pears in different forms , mafqueradi ug it up and down 
our bodies, in the , difguife, of fevers, agues, phthyfics, 
coughs, copfumptions, rheumatifrn$,plcurifie8,and a tbou* 
fan d more ; or perhaps opr vitals are not found.; fome* 
fall or knock, or other accident in our infancy, might put 
us out of/rame, or the debaucher ies, of youth may leave, 
their fting behind them, to ,chaftife our riper years, and 
teach us wifdom before it is too late, , 9 ; 

• 4 tell thee in Ihort, all my. maladies, as I conjectures 
owe their original to an ill-tempered fpleen and^ vitiated' 
hypochondria. This, as jj^id before, I can eafily fed 
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within myfelf, but can hardly exprefsfthe manner how it 
comes to pafs, with that accuracy asis requilitc to make 
another fenfible of it ; only, in general terms, I fuppofe 
it has madetyne extremely melancholy at fome^imes, and 
as excdfively merry and frolicfome at others, <b$th which 
paflions, thou knoweft, have an ill influence on the heart, 
midriff, pericardium, liver, and litngs. This I have found 
by frequent and long experience, though I will not un- 
dertake to describe the mechanic operation of thefe con- 
tiguous vitals one upon another, efpe daily to thee, who 
art the itioft accomplifhed and curious anatomift of this 
age ; fuffice it to fay, that 1 have perceived within my- 
felf the violent andforcible contraftion or dilatation, heat- 
ing or cooling of any of thefe interior principal parts,’ to 
be very pernicious to my health, having an immediate in- 
flux on all tjie reft, and fo on the blood, wherein Jarcon- 
tained the very cflence of this mortal life. 

My dear phyficiari, our bodies ' are perfe^madiines, 
and fubjeft to the like mifchances ; if but a ftraw, a pin, 
*or any fuch diminutive trifle, get between the wheels of 
a watch, it is prefcntly diforderfi in its motion ; the whole 
frame of the artificial njechanifm is either^ at a Hand, or 
goes too flow or fall, or at lead very unevenly ; fo the 
ftnafleft irregular pafliort in any* of the chief members of 
our bodies difturbs and violates the peace of ail the rell ; 
it fpoils their harmony, arid makes them jar, juft like a 
viol, when fome blundering hand has new*turned the pegs, 
after a fkilful mufiernn had put the inftrument in tune. 

^ Befides, there iVa ftrange chain of confequeqces with- 
out 5 our paflions hurt not ourfelves only, but others, and 
we receive again Lt tlie revenge of the damage we give, for 
there is an eternal circulation of juftice iri the world: The 
whole univerfe is but a piece of dock-work, where one 
rnotio ’ beg«ts\another to infinity, and otic* ftop in thd 
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meaneft .wheel woald put all thcsrcft to an equal (land* 
We mortals are parts of this grand mechanifm, and have 
«pur particular (hares in the difalltrs that happen to the 
whole ; I,\for my partf by many cafual jolm of misfor- 
tune, theVefigned bruifes cf enemies, an<T tlffe^orroding 
’teeth of tinv, am almoft worn out } if thou wilt by thy 
(kill reftore me again, and put me in frame, the praife will 
be thy own ; otherwise, the Firft Artift muft even take 
me to pieces, diffolve this ufelefs mafs, and when I am. 
thus reduced to my original element, he may~ new-mould 
*my du&ile fubftancc, and hammer it to what fafhion and 
end he pleafes.. ** • * 4 

Only I beg of him rather to make me any foufcfootecl 
bead than a Spaniard, .a Dutchman, .or a Jew, among 
men ; for thefe are the fcandals of human race. 


Park, ad of the 3d Moon, of the Year 1682. 




XIV.— To Abdel Melkc Muli Omar, Preftient of 
the College of Sciences at Fez. - 

I have had to do lately with men pretending to aftrolo- 
gy*, perfons of many words, and oftentatious expreflions, 
but of little fenfe, and lefs knowledge, even in the, very 
feience they boaft of. I can compare them to nqne more 
properly, than to thofe travellers who vifit foreign coun- 
tries that they may come home laden with romauces and 
fablts, with trifling remarks, and jejufce observations, to 
make a crackling noife . among the vulgar ; whiliL. wife 
men laugh at their folly, in that, after all their extrava- 
gant rambles abroad, they are not able to give a -rational 
account of any thing to the purpofe, and are perfectly 
ft rangers to the place of their own nativity; fo thefe pre- 
tended ftar-gazers, whilft they boaft of being familiarly 
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acquaint^ with alLt^regi^^o^ t^ Jcy^ ^an draw maps, 
courts, and figures of the rqnpteJteaven#, delineate the 
houfes of the zodiac f the l £ourf$ pf ^ fign$, the^goyein^ 
meats, l^w^and influences of che planets agd conftclia- 
tions* >gnp^aiit af^hmr,own doraeftic region, this 
globe whereon they dwell ; they know not the things, 
with which they, ary daily conycrfaut, much lefa can they,* 
penetrate into the ferret* of .the earth,, or difcover thei 
things that are under their feet, * - , * 

Wherefore, turning my back on thcfc vamfcholiafU, I 
approach with reverence to thee, who art accompli(hedLm 4 
the myileries pf tliofe worlds above and this below ; I 
have two difficulties, upon my mind, whicji I befeech thee 
to folye ; the firft is concerning the original of the blacks, 
or negrpes $ the other about the flux and reflux of the Tea. 

I was in company notjppgago with. an eminent phy- 
sician of Paris, a perfon of great, abilities, a fearching fpi r 
rit, and very curious in his, natural obfervations ; among 
other fubjeds which we diiconrfed of,. we fell at length 
upon thegrand divifiou of mankind into blacks and whites, 
which carried u» fo far, as to Inquire into the caufes of 
tliis difference in their colour, whether it proceeded from 
the various heat and influence of the fun, or from the di- 
verfe qualities of the climates wherein Urey live, or, final- 
ly, from,fome fpecific ^properties inthcinfelves, in the na- 
tural frame and couftitution of their bodies., - 

He was of opinion, that if Adam were wliite, all hi* 
children muff be, f 6 too ; if black, all his pofferity muff 
hcfcpt the .fame colour ;* therefore, by coafeqwence, either 
the blacdu Qr the, whites arenpt tlie defeendants of Adam. 
Thishe endeavored jto prove by many plauftble argu- 
< marts but he infifted chiefly on one-experiment he had 
feen mnd?*wben prefcnt ait thr4$<crion of adeasbnegro 5 
for hjs affirmed, that betwee^ the outward and inward Sun* 
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of tW cwpfc, waf fttond * kind of vafcular plexus, fpread 
over the whole Bbdy Kke a web or net, which was fiBed 
with a juice as black as ink, from whence he concluded 
the OUtwartt fkm received its tin&ure ; 'a yl /hr regard 
there is noYoch web or net to be found luufcrtfeb fkin of 
a White man,* it fervid to him as an argument that they 
W tot two different fpecies or races of men from the very 
firft original of mortals $ nature having given the one 
kind an inward as well as an outward cliarafteriftic to dif- 
tingttifri them from the Other in this diverfe organisation 
of theft bodies. 

I muft confefs it has been my opinion a longtime, that # 
the negtoes or blacks owe their colour to a far Higher 
and mbre ancient original' than to the curfe which Noah 
pronounced on Cham and all his pofterity, as is com- 
monly believed ; and 1 could even grant them to be a 
'different race from that of Adam; for it is no new thtfrg 
with me to conceive that mankind had a different original 
from that which is recorded in the book that goes under 
Mofes’s name; and I dare be bold to fay, that that book 
of Genefis was either not {Anticd by Mofcs, or if it were, 
that it has been much corrupted in after times, and that 
at prefent there is not any known true copy of it in the 
woiid ; fcf howvcan we father fb many incongruities a 0 
are to be found in that book on th« holy prophet ? Or, 
if he were really the author of fuch tontradiftions and ab- 
furditiea, how can we btheve hint without forfeiting our 
fenfe ? God gave us our rcafon to be a*lamp and a prop, 
i to light ang f if port us a we walk through the dark and 
uncertain wildernefs of this mortal Kfr, not as an ignis 
fatvus, to mtfgnkle us, or « reed of Egyp^ which deceives 
# hfQiiChat barns on it,*ttd caofcs him tO'fafl; he has Squar- 
ed our ^critics totbewtaksof eternity; our native ideas* 
of things are ejca&and true, ,*21 adulterated by th^/alfe 
Vol Fill. r 
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tv AZGfefc'.xi^u * . i perdition, an d foreign etror: Thus 
•i \w u.i- >:y, i. remember I could aotfttongdlve aoyji- 
* i:i.- w > ^c extent of fpace, nor any beginning to thCtftge 
01 t.c wojldy and I have retailed the fiimcritotion uHn- 
mm$ a*jfT eternal matter ever fince^ even tef *thefc grey 
hairs ; fo, of the original of mankind I believe, not the 
narrow and partial s genealogies of the Jews, who ®njjff 
ftrove to exalt themfclves and their own lineage above all 
the nations on earth befides. • . 

Tor ought I know, .there were as many original proto* 
plaits of mortals as there are different nations, fpea&irtg 
various radical and material languages, •obeying Several 
forms of government, aud^pra&ifmg diftinft maxims and 
principles; or, it is pofiiblc* Lhe Eaft produced one fort of 
men, the Weftandther ; whilftthe North aftd the South 
brought forth an equal variety. Who knows the force of 
the conitellatious and lieayfgis. above, or the hidden vir- 
tues which exhale from the depths below ? Thefe may 
differ as the climates dp $ and the fit ft ingredients of the 
earth might all be marked with the various affections, paf- 
fions, and difpofitious of her dhen common parent ; even 
as children are now-a-days ftigmatifed with the luft of a 
teeming mother. „ . 

O that it were poffiblc with Thcfeus' to defeend into 
the bowels of this globe, and come up alive and fafe again ! 
that we might dive into the abyffes below, and vifit the 
caverns of perpetual darkaefs! th^t we might creep along 
by the roots of ti>e ancifcnt mountains, or through the 
channels of mines a thousand miles beneath tjie furface ! 
There would I feek for tl&fountan;s of hidden waters, 
which run to jindfro in the veins qf the earth ; I would 
find out the fubterranean feas, lahrife and rivers, which, 
feed our upper ocean with its briny floods ; and perhaps. 
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there I fhduld difeover (he true eaufe of the flu* an<} re- 
flux of the fea, wfilch has fo puzzled all philofophy. 

•Tell me, thou fage of fages, can all the fountains, ri- 
vulets, migljiy channels, lakes, and feas, whig^we fee on 
the fuperfki&s, be conftantly fupplied only bymowers 
from heaven^which in feme places fall very fparingly, or 
not at all ? Could the conftant regular tides and ebbs be 
ftill maintained by the uncertain fickle rains and fnows* 
Or is there not an eternal circulation 1 of waters through 
the jprious hollowneffcs of the earth ? 

’ In a mine at Bern in Swiflferiand, about 230 years ago, 
there was found a whole (hip 50 fathom deep, with ^11 its 
tackle, and the dead bodies of many feamen: I afk. How 
that (hip came there ? 

Who can give me an account of the many whirlpools, 
voragos, and Charybdifes there arc in diverfe feas? There 
js one on the north of the world, not far from Mufcoty, 
forty miles in compafs, which when the tide comes in, 
fwallows up all the fea with aninfupportable noife, above 
that of thunder, with (hips, fifh, and whatfoever elfe comes 
within that fatal ftream ; thAi at the ebb it throws them 
up again with equ^ fury. Doubtlef% there are innumer- 
able fuch devouring jaws of the earth under the various 
bottoms of the fea*; and I will never trouble myfelf any 
farther for the folution of this grand fcruple, which coil 
the Stagy rite his life. 

Venerable fage, tell me thy opinion of thefe things ; 
for I could bring inftances enough to write a volume on 
•his fubjeft ;,but I am brief with thee who band not im- 
prove by any thing I can fay, who write this as one that 
begs inftru&ion, and not to teach or infbrnw&n oracle. 

« Paris, 20 th of the 5 th Moon, of the Year xtffe. 
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the JfAIMAClj^lJ 

ib a race of infidrfs newly ftart^d 'in F Alice, who, 
if they b&l*^ alone, may, foi ought t kno^ iii rime <fe- 
populaRnot o*dy this kingdom, but the tol&le earth i ^ 
fpciety of mifci cants, fore ere rs, magicians,- wches, 
knpw not what $ they fecretly ileal chitttftoi away from 
their parents, and dJLr them in facrificeto demons; thrir 
blood they fave to compound** horftble buttons and e*fc- 
crabje enchantments. The bread of Pans afcd oitqgr ri- 
40 Jb^c pme like the fi 141 1 of the* tree 2&Co aj Whidh'b- 
\ crfh^(Jpw8 the centre of nett, full of dAdfy ventttn*/ the 
fountains of once living and ^cfrefhidg 1 waters are iio\v 
tainted with the contagiod of 'Styx, frttegethdti, Cnd Cb- 
j^ytus; there is no fafet) in eating or di inking; men cWdfe 
to p^rifti by hunger oy* ^hirft, rather than lafte the 1 very 
fruits of the earth ; they unefer^o^ -v6li/nfaiy /,J firrtiikd 4 in 
the miAft of infinite plenty i and whfltt fhdA fe v hii afflfu- 
once of aU things which ufe to fupport Our mortal HFe, 
people complain of fcaicity, and did for want bfwhdle- 
fpme food- 0 * * - 

In the mean while, nobody can tdl the meaning of it : 
but a diligent inquiry ip made : Some are arretted bh fiif- 
piciqn, others are convifled by' undeniable evidence’, yet 
will confqfs notlung ; they prove them guilty lh matter 
of fa&, and put them to more t^an the comhnon tOrtifres, 
but can extort not a fytlafSe from which fhhtt dif- 

corer their accomplices, or reveal the bottom fecret of 
this nefandon* praCftfce. f * J ^ * 

ArifeJj arife* ,arife! rftedea^ Cir^ JfefculaphlS, orfdme 
o^her powerajrtvjre expert m nature's hidden force 1 Arifc, 
J (ay, andprop^ the fainting rd&W human race. « ftev 
deaths invade the world, mail igthde, they 

w^lk the firsts, are mcr^y, brilk^'wl gay* and M 
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the heigh* of laughter, down tliey diop and die* This 1 
is very ihange ; but more lo it is, that e\en after death, 
tshen they arc cpld* tliur chops remain fhll diftorted 40 
the Xame comical injure, aiut much unlike the (talae of 
the fa^yr^u^h (lands belli id the gate of#tftaovomen’s 
Spartmenttdfl the feraglio. ~ 

r have indeed fead of a fiuit, which w hofoever taftes, 
v$l die Uvghings end of the torpedo, which if any tnan 
fcopch* though wit^a or pole to his hand, ftnmedS- 
ateb ft l^nui^jb^hlpii jand takes away hU'ftnfe of feeling: 
ppt |f ]j filwjfy* a^ertbed thefe (lories to the romantic hu- 
j^our f j^fliny ft< pr *f kaiij °f thpfe from whOftt he coHeift- 
e4 the; ^ paragraphs of his rfatutU hittdty j *buW 

1 ti > * '> / * r , f . ^ . . . 

s «<£ >* not f6tit0 - 

1 fa mi 


S 4 ipwp m Kwfci -- 

Pw ViW, wsj^ 1 jippd H^nQur oifly frarted by the 
force of poifons and crmriy. jBiA Eliacjhnri and all the 


Jew* *r* fiflgularJn tl 




let 1 they f uke cannot to be 
&Is; f rfbfcy witt not eat the 



it} tbey^ave t|iylr carn^tnLhants, v refers, hak6r«, but- 
plMjrff ^pp^terers, jmd h/hmpijgcrs,’ by themfeken, thtir 
^\fo, and Cuch as ierve them^with Water, 'ttinc, 
r beverage , they wift $dt eaftly be bhc^ted of 


or any otherj 

tfaif ljvd£ , through the c^mflattinc^ ofWhat they* call 
gpod , ^»tfier ^rchch nor^&utch,* Italians nor 

\ i drink 
than the infcdel 

lungs of tty M 
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Herein lies my fafety amidft the°common danger ; I 
never eat or drink, of late, but at Eliachim's houfe ; for 
I dare not ; fo well-grounded are the fears of poifon hi 
the fociety of Nazarenes at thiVtime in Par £J, 

By tjr!*Zrod of my fathers, and my God, - 1 would 
not willingly go down tp the {hades in a vehicle of ata- 
mala, xerim, or any other fubtle eaftern opiate 5 I would 
tatlier fairly Hand the fate of a bullet, dagger, fword, or 
any thing that with candour threatens us above-board 5 
but to be fneakingly undermined, circumvented, Sc c. 
again ft the grain, by the wounds of Mahomet, 1 which he 
received before the holy flight. r 

u O Ali, Ali ! this oath brings thy fame to my remem- 
brance. Who durft ftand againft the fword of Ali when 
he was in his wrath ? Ali, the true fucceffor of the pro- 
phet ! 

Do not take me for a kyfilbafchi, heretic, infidel, Ac. 
for I am of an untainted race*, a true believer, a muffulman 
in all fenfes; but I hate fanaticifm and factious bigotry: 
Though we hate the Perfians, and prirfuc them as incor- 
rigible heretics, may we not Idve and honour the caliph 
whom they, follow ? So we are profefled enemies to the 
Chriftians, and* yet w? reverence Jcfus ftie fon of Mary, 
the Chriftians Mediae. < 

But to return to the French the king has ere&ed a 
kind of inquifition- court, which is called the Chamber <>F . 
Poifons : Here all perfona fufpe&ed of thefe diabolical 
praftices are examined, and put to the torture ; sdfo, mil- 
lers, bakers, butchers, fruiterers, vintners, and other trades, 
Which fell any thing to eat or drink, are fwom in this 
chamber, and undergo a fevere ferutiny $ To phyli- 

clans, druggiils, and apothecaries. ^(lifts are daily pub- 
lished, whereby “ all perfons pretending to a fprrft of di- 
vination, &p. are commanded forthwith to depart the 
* - 
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kingdom^inder the penalty of death.” It is ordered alfo, 
“ That whofoever has abufed any fejitence of the written 
few, in making of enchantments, fpclls, charms, or any 
thing beh<j<\or btyond Hie force of nature, fliatl be fe- 
verely purfhhed.” The fame edi& forbid/ ‘Sail ufe of 
poifbns, unlefs they be fuch as are ingredients of whole- 
fome medicines, and help to compound thofe phyfical pre- 
parations which are neccflary to conferee the life of men; 
and that even thefe fhall not be fold to aoy perfon what- 
mjg£f cr, but only to thofe who by their art and profeilion 
arc obliged to make ufe of them.” Abundance of care 
is taken both by the date and the church, by public ma- 
gistrates and private perfons, to difeover the authors of 
thefe inhuman tragedies, and to prevent the like for the 
future ; $very man’s eye is upon his neighbour, and they 
of the fame houfe are jealous one of another ; the father 
fufpeds and narrowly watches the motions of his foq, and 
the mother will not truft the daughter of her delight ; 
children are wary of their parents, and one brother or 
fitter dares not eat or drink any thing prepared by ano- 
ther ; neither the ties, nor $ven the facred bonds of friend- 
ship itfelf, are fulRcient to conquer men’s fears and ap- 
prehenfions.of b?ing poifoned. • 

In the «*can^vhile, the inhabitants of Algiers have felt 
• terrible blow from the French arms ; for the King of 
France having received fome affromt from thefe corfairs, 
.gave orders to the Sieur de Quefnc, lieutenant-general of 
his naval forces,' to go and bombard vtheir city ; which 
was performed accordingly, in the beginning of the 9th 
moon ; and that bold wari ior threw fo many bombs into 
the town, that he ruined a confidcrable part of it, over- 
threw the principal tnofque, and killed® many thoufands 
of men j wrhivh obliged the Algerines to become humble 

t * 
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,for peace \ ami it was granted item on cer- 
tain conditions, advantageous enough for France. 

This monarch is wholly addicted to war, in which alfo 
he is no. We * *xp«* than he is iis matters of tyate ; and he 
loves to fpe hia fubje&s follow his example, <fo this end 
lie has lately eftablilhei two feminaries^ one in the citaddf 
of Tournay, the other in that of Metz, where a certain 
number of cadets or younger brothers, who can prove 
, them {lives defended of noble blood* are educated at the 
king’s charge, and taught the method and art of fortifi- 
cations, with other cxercifes. of military dtfciplme. 

, This is a great encouragement to the young gentry and 
nobles, <*and fills them with glorious, emulations, every one 
being ambitious to excel another jn thefe heroic arts; and 
•Ike king will never want for ahleXoldiers to fer^t him in 
any ftation at home or abroad. 

IUuftrious kaimacham, this is all the news 1 can at 
prefent fend thee. May .God protect Jthee and alL the 
4 rue faithful from the ily attempts of magicians, witches, 
and poifpners. As for m<k I know no* how long l ihall 
dcape their fnarcs ; but X wij be as cunning as I can. 
Sage minifter, adieu. 

Paris, 4th of the 7th Mhon, of the Year j68$* 


XVI.— To Nathaw Bert Saddi,* Je*u> at Fhnna . 

I RECMvfcP a d£Tf*»tch yeftorday, figned with thy name, 
but not written by tby, own hand, nor in thy accuftumed 

• ftyle; and<yet tliere is no mention made of ficknefs, a bro 
ken arm# or any other misfortune, which might hinder 
thee from penning ijfc thy | elf, which fills me with ahup- 
vdance of doubts aw^ferupks. 4 Ifjthe pu!fy„or |py other 
rdifesfe, has t^hen fro# theejhe ufe pf t^y limbs, 1 hope 
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it halt not deprived thee of thy reafon ; that faculty would 
have prompted thee to explain thit myfterioua Way of 66r- 
orefpondence, by the fame hand Which wrote the letter.^ I 
know n^t^hat to think of it. It was *et*y odd thus to 
leave me hilhe datk ; and thou canft pot blame me, if 
m this obfcuiity I ftumble upon fuffiicious thoughts. I 
am not jealous of thy fidelity, though fuch a conduct as 
this would make a numfear the worft ; but I rather ap- 
prehend the effe& of t&y credulity and negligence. In a 
^nord, I am afraid left fome prying bufy-body has got a 
*glimpfe of our fecret bufinefs and mutual intelligence, 
and fo put this trick upon me in thy name, to fee what 
anfwer I will make^which they may think eafy^o do, by, 
intercepting the letters which are addreffed to thee by 
the poft* to prevent which, I fend this by a private m*f- 
fenger. We cannot be too cautious in fuch cafes, where one 
falfeftcp betrays aU*and lays our dcfigns open to the 4© rid. 

‘I oonpire thee to be very plain and particular in thy 
next; fatisfy me in all things; for I am very anxious at 
prefent ; my mind is full of thorns and briars ; I fhall not 
write to any of the fubUtne mini Iters, till I have thy un- 
fwer by the fame mefienger I fend j therefore difpateh 
him with expftition. * 

As to Coynt Tekeli’b bufinefs, if this information be 
really thy own, and not fent by feme fly interloped, I 
like the projeft well enough, and will communicate it to 
the gaand vifier, or the kaimacham, without taking no* 
tice of thy overfight m putting me to this fright and trot*- 
ble. The count has a good character among the IfreftcE* 
who are no friends to the houfe of Awftria, or encmiet W 
the Grand Sigmor. This is certain, now fpirits muft. be 
jraiftd in room of thofe who are tfeken*away; for cotifpi- 
ra&Vtf *#f this nature muft, not be given Me* upon every 
difcouragemeiltt 1 Care muft be taken, that the 
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rian ffi&ioft be conftantly fupplied with" frefh and a&ive 
heads, like the hydra, as fall as the old ones are cut ofF; 
and I know not where they could have pitched upon a 
more likely man than Count T&eli : He ctfxvcs of a 
good parentage, hod his anceltars were all along patriots, 
and itickiers for ilteir country's liberties ; thty ever op- 
pofed the tyrannous encroachments of the houfc of Auftria. 

Carcoa’s journal relates many remarkable paffagts of , 
the Tekelis, whofe caftle, he fayrf? was the ufual rendez- 
vous of all the malcontent lords in tUofe parts, who were* 
weary of the German yoke ; there they caballed, and 
hel3 their private confulta, there they hatched their 
pltfts agalnft the emperor. I read this journal daily, 
finding no fmall pleafure in it, and abundance of pro- 
fit | for it contains feleft memoirs of diverfe curious 
tranfa&ions and events that happened both in public and 
private, during his refidence at Vienna ? and I take the 
greater delight in reading him, becaufe his ftyle is very 
fliort, yet cbmprehenfive ; familiar alfo and free, without 
impcrtinencits, or folecifms ; he gives not one the fatigue 
of dwelling long upon a period, ib hammer out the fenfe 
by attentive ftudy, but he couches his words like a train 
of gunpowder, which is no fooner lighted nl one end, but 
iti an inftant the other catches the flame j fo you pan 
hardly caft your eyes on three words at the beginning of 
paragraph or fentence in Carcoa's journal, but you an. 
ticipate his fcope in all the reft. This argues a grefct fe- 
renky of fpirit in the<buthor, and an elegance not to be 
met with but in a mind vdid of clouds. Befidts^he re- 
cites no trivial matter*, or tales fit only for women and 
boys, but he treats altogether of weighty and important 
affairs, intrigues offtate, remarkable ftrokes of war, Lb- 
tlc overtures of fte!we,<whhbh he gracefully intermit * ith 
parallels Of hiltofy, Wkh characters and deferiptione of 
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countries and their inhabitants, and finally, with philoso- 
phical, moral, and political remarks, dl very agreeable 
* and pleafant. . 

* Nathan^I counfel thee to imitate his example, arid leavfc 
fotne memorial behind thee of thy ulfiuftry arid virtue. 
To this end, apply thy Self at (pare hdurs to reading; but 
. be fure ufe caution in the choice of books, elfe it is 
{“but time mifpent $ curious in fearchingpout the mod 
excellent treafures', fo > vain and trifling fubje'fts are fit 
**fnly for the fire ; have a fpecial regard to the credit of 
fuch, hiftorians as fall in your way ; bellow not a moment 
on thofe thaf are not authentic, left old rime call thee to 
an account fbr the wade ; then accullom thy pen to make 
epitomes, abftradls, and colle&ions out of what thou read- 
eft ; arid learn to be nice and cleanly in thy language; a 
fqualid ftyle turns the ftomach of a reader,. whereas pqlite 
expreifions whet his appetite, and caufe him to devour 
whole volumes with a gull. 

After all, I bid thee farewell ; and advife thee not to 
negle^ the Grand Signior's bufinefs, but mind the iriain 
chance. * 

Paris, 5th of 8th Moon, of the^Year 1682. 


XVII. — To the KAIMACHAM. 

I shall now acquaint thee with an accident, which ex- 
tremely furpriied me when I firll heard of it,and has flill 
left me in confufion. About feven weeks are palled fince 
I received a letter, dated as from Vienna, which Natha^ 
Ben Saddi fubferibed ; but* I prefently perceived it was* 
not his o yen hand-writing, which marie me very uneafy 
and careful. thoughts; contained matters of 

importance, fecrets of the Hungarian league, with a par- 
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ticular projeA relating to Count Tekrii, a great f lord in 
that country. 

1 confidcred.that if the letter were written wiih Nathan’s 

o 

kqpwlbdge, and by his order, lic^ould not be Jo-forget- 
ful as fiot to bid the feribe, whoever he was,^jive me an 
account of the reak'na which hindered him from writiftg 
to me himfelf $ for he mail needs imagine I flionld be 
troubled, and in no fmall aftonilhmcnt, to find matters of ‘ 
that dangerous confequence adcKcfled <to me in an un- 
known hand, under his name ; or elfe I thought he took 
me foKa man that made nd refleftionsvbn things. I knew 
not well what to conclude, amidft fo raanyrpjjobablc un- 
certainties. ■ 

1 However, I was refolved to a& more fecurely, and with 
greater caution on my fide, in order to a- right informa- 
tion in this my fiery ; wherefore, not daring to truft the 
pofta, I difpatched away a private courier to Vienna, one 
in whom I can confide, with ample inftru&ions, and- a 
detter to Nathan Ben Saddi, wherein, among other things, 

« I defired him to tell me. the meaning of this conduct* 

My mefienger is honeftly and ^ifelyre$urned ag&Jg to 
Paris, but no. Nathan Ben Saddi to be heard of; AH the 
account he could learn of<him was, that eight weeks 

ago he went out of his houfe with a firanger who pre- 
tended hufinefs with him at the burfe or exchange ; but 
neither he nor the ftranger have been feen or heard of 
fince; only they faid, that a day or two- After Nathan was 
miiling, there wasthr dead body of a man feen floa Ing 
in an • eddy of the Danubcvbard by the bridge, hut the face 
was fo mailed and disfigured with ^wounds, j»d*flaftc8, 
•that it waa impoffible for any to difiinguifh or difccrn who 
it was ; yet Nathan's friends were apt to fufpe^it wa3 
he himfelf, and ythat hc bad been privately murdegftd, and 
afterwards thrown into the rivet. 
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Th&is the fubftance of what my meftnger could Warn 
of him ; aiul lie was forced lo ufc abundance of caution 
in inquiring fo far; left by bung lefs referved he might 
have bCuurht himfelf fcto trouble, run the hazard off- 
ing put'to the torture, and difeoverinjp what 1 intrufted 
him with, befides otlicr inconvenienc'fe. 

. Praife be to Go^, he cfcapcd all fcriitiny, and is come 
4>ack fafe with my letter; but what is bccQjme of that jew 
God knows. Ffcrhapitfamc of his own nation have made 
,|iim away privately, to prevent his turning mufTulinaft; 
for he was Un fettled in his religion, and if, amidft his wa- 
verings, h* fcemed to have any particular bias Wronger 
than ordinary, it was that which -inclined him to *the 
faith of true believers ; and if he perifhed on this account, 
we ought to efteem him as a nftirtyr of God and his pro- 
phet. But I mull confefs, I that well knew the Ih^llow- 
nefs and fjiconllancy of Nathan’s temper, with the fuper- 
ftitious attach which he ever had for his rabbis, have 
' hardly faith or charity enough to believe his zeal for the 
alcovjtn would carry him to martyrdom; neither caul I 
forbear thinking thcreCJs fomething worfe in it. % 

But all this which feems fo fl range to me, may be well 
known to thl mini flora of the ftigult Porte, by whofc or- 
der, pttliapfi, he has received a feeret death, as a challife- 
ment of fomc crimes they have found him guilty of, and 
vhich they could not inflidl openly, in a country of em> 
rnies and infidels ; 6r, it may be, he has privately with- 
di awn himfelf, to prevent fueh a punilhment, being cou- 
feious that he defcrvcd it, Be it how it pleafes God and 
my fuperiors, 1 humbly crave advice and inftru&iou%jr- 
hout the ordering my bills and mother matters. Sage bai- 
rn a chain, adieu. 

Pafflfi^th of tlic ikth Moon, of the Year 1681. 
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XVIII. — To Dgnet OgLou. 

This comes to thy hands by the fame poft witl, one 
to ’the kaimacham ; therefore I pray thee be qv’*:k in 
executing the cqntents of it. I have not friend in 
the feraglio whom ft dare truft with fuch a fecret ; thou 
art my only refuge, at a juncture whi$h requires fidelity, 
prudence, and a dexterous conduft ir^diving and fearchirig" 
into a certain myflery, which, fp'«r ought I know, may 
concern my life. 

To tell thee, in fliort, Nathan Ben Saddi, the fultan’s 
agent incognito at Vienna, a Jew by defeent and religion, 
is, f I fear, * privately murdered by fome order from the 
divan ; but for what rcafons I know not, unlefs it were 
in compliance with the oM maxims of the fublime Porte, 
which feldom fuffer any (lave to go to his fepulchrc in 
peace, who has ferved the Grand Signior many years in 
any eminent ftation. He has been miffed at Vienna thefe 
oight weeks ; and within a day or two after his firfl ah- . 
fence, the body of a dead man was found floating on the _ 
Danube, but fo disfigured with \$punds, as it cou’j not 
poffibly be known who he was, which gives me the great- 
er lufpicion that it was lies and if fo, I m*y expert to 
be ferved To myfelf in a little time ; for my turn i? next. 

Therefore, if thou hall any love or friendfhfp for me, 
be watchful on my behalf ; attend the whifpers of the 
court, and obferve the language of tliofe who difcour r e 
with their fingers ends,: The cad of the eye many times 
difeovers the fecret fentiments of the heart ; fo does a 
Ihnig of the (boulder, \ pout of the lip, or any otfitr ar- 
tificial gefture ; they are all fignificant, and exprefiive of 
what affeftions and thoughts we harbour within. Thou , 
knoweft how to aft the mute upon occafion, as well as any 
Jji the feraglio; I conjure thee to ufe great dexterity, and 
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no lefs expedition jp unravelling this fecret ; feign to know 
fomethuig more than thou dod, that fo thou may ell really 
^learn tJhat I would have thee know concerning Nathan's 
fate, anjLmine too, if pofilble. Let no co!4 indifference 
make the^ i. ^ledl this due care of thy friend’s intered 
• and. life; we were born to ferve one another with mutual 
- yd and fidelity ; the good offices thou dolt me arc but 
Vet, to be repaid agaw* with others, whenever opportuni- 
ty prefents itfclf. But l hcfe arguments arc fuperfluous ; 
thou needed no fpurs to do a generous action ;'l know 
Jhou loved me, and wilt be active at this juncture on my 
account. 

In full and entire confidence of this, I take my repofi 
under the fhadow of the divine mercy, begging of God 
to afford thee a didter in lime of f>cril ; and that when 
thou and I have weathered all the. tempefts of this mortal 
life, we may triumphantly enter the port of paradife, and 
enjoy one another in eternal felicity. 

Paris, 6ih ol the nth Moon, of the year 16E2. 


FINIS. 


lVintedby Mundell & Son,? 
Royal Dank Clofe, Ediaburgh.J 









